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The BIP is Delhis voters what
it had carlier dismissed as AAPS culture

! s campaigning intensifies for the Delhi As-

sembly elections, scheduled for February

5, the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) and the Congress are rain-
ing promises schemes on every section
of voters. The BJP, which was critical of the ruling
AAP’s unrestrained populism as “rewdi”, or a
freebie culture, has not only promised that the
schemes that are already in place in Delhi will
continue but has also promised more. The sum of
22,100 that AAP has promised to women every
month has seen the BJP and the Congress offer-
ing 12,500 instead. In the speeches of Chief Mi-
nister and AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal, there is an
attempt to instil fear in the electorate that if they
vote for the BJP, the free electricity, water, health
care and education available to the poor would
stop. He is also promising to extend the gravy
train to the middle class; more specifically to sec-
tions of society such as dhobis, pujaris, residents'
welfare associations and autorickshaw drivers.
But he has also made a public admission that
three guarantees, namely, cleaning the Yamuna

ter to all, have not been fulfilled, and that if ree-
lened will have the AAP government focus on

promise of a le-engine government if it is
elected to govern the National Capital Territory. It
is also making an all-out effort to tarnish AAP’s
claim of incorruptibility. Allegations of corrup-
tion in the allotment of liquor licences and the ex-
orbitant amount of public money that was spent
on the official residence of Mr. Kejriwal are the
BJP's talking points. The AAP government has not
tabled 14 reports by the Comptroller and Auditor
General in the Delhi Assembly that the BJP and
the Congress say highlight proof of AAP’s corrup-
tion. The BJP has promised to put out these re-
ports in the public domain and constitute a
Embe. The central pitch of the Congress, which

as seen its Chief Ministers, current and former,
from other States campaigning for it, is that Con-
gress governments have been more efficient and
pmmpt in dzhwmg welfare n:hemas 'l‘h: Con-

Iso trying to invoke the

At 75, constitutional justice and personal liberty

s we mark 75 years of the Constitution

of India, 1 urge everyone to

the ways in which the core values of

the Constitution flounder in a deep
ethical and moral crisis, trapped as we are in
reductionist, mechanical readings of the
constitutional value of personal liberty and
human dignity. In the midst of the celebration,
we need to step back and take a sober look at the
right to personal liberty, which is a core
constituent of an idea of justice.

Reinstating dissent as constitutional ethic
The Supreme Court of India reinstated Justice S.
Fazl Ali's dissenting opinion in A.K. Gopalan vs
State of Madras, unanimously in Puttaswamy vs
Union of India 2017), a case about the

, AK. Gopalan,
by!thv!rmlen(oﬂmkp!r\demlndhudth
Supreme Court’s majority ruling on constitutional
interpretation in that case, in the inaugural year
of the Constitution, (1950), have now been
effectively declared as a judicial wrong. The
resurrection of this dissent (which, in effect,
upheld Gopalan's right to political dissent) and
two later ones (all three on the question of
personal liberty), saw the majority judgments
truncating liberty as being flawed from the
standpoint of constitutional ethics. Within a
broader framing of justice, the technicalities of
the interpretation of a fundamental right were
seen as inseparable from the centrality of
personal liberty to constitutional ethics.

It can scarcely be forgotten that Article 21 (the
right to life and personal liberty) is ‘designed to
assure the dignity of the individual as a most
cherished human value which ensures the means
of full development and evolution of a human
being’ (Justice R.F. Nariman in Puttaswamy,
paragraph 42). Hawandonwimbammlﬂnwe
piece together memories that render the
Constitution ‘workable’, ‘flexible’ and ‘strong’ (in
the words of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar)? How may we
discover pathways through which the Preamble
lights up ways to ‘hold the country together” at a
time when the dominant political discourse
reduces and degrades politics to the fractured
banality of shards - such as the ‘tukde tukde’
narratives?
of fair trial through the impunity that is
guaranteed statutorily in anti-terror laws, and
democidal-domicidal violence enact ‘rituals of
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humiliation’ - to use Sunder Boopalan’s words ~

and impose indescribable wrongs on

conscientious resisters in India today. I posit a

juxtaposition that is instructive — there is the case
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being detained at one end, and Umar Khalid,
Sharjeel Imam, Gulfisha Fatima and several other
anti-Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) resisters
in prison (2025) challenging the CAA 2019 and
living with bulldozers, di: ns and the
partisan prison complex, at the other end.

By 2017, when the Puttaswamy judgman

and
cunm!y without bail had proliferated under the
aegis of constitutional courts; xhere was an
escalation in arrests and the p

the last day of the hearing. | was re-arrested after
release at the door of the court and escorted once
more to Cuddalore jail. 1 filed another writ
petition which was heard two days after my
re-arrest. The court released me again. The
judges specially ordered the police not to touch
me. ﬂnpuﬁudidmdammdkmprdtms
4 VinT 1

1947andml¢a:edh|l95l Fuuryunlnjall!’

‘This account has a familiar contempaorary ring
to it, The anti-CAA resisters have spent roughly
four years in custody, but the difference is that
the courts have not yet moved with a sense of
urgency to set them free. The Preventive
Detention Act, 1950, belonged to free India’s ‘rule
of law’ regime.

KG. b while refl on the

of dissenters undzrmzsphllmlmdlam(&m
and central) that, by now, authorised detention
and custody with scant regulations, Over the
years, the process has become the
punishment. We witness young and
spirited dissenters who courageously
challenged the CAA 2019, now trapped
in the talons of anti-terror laws. There
is an impenetrable opacity of
pmcedlu’elndmemlleuck&mumol
decisions on the vital issue of personal

Dissent is criminalised even while dissent is
reinstated; this is the deep paradox of our times
that courts must reflect on in the 75th year of the
Constitution.

A.K. Gopalan and today’s resisters

In his memoir, In the Cause of the People:
Reminiscences (1973), AK. Gopalan gives us a
fine-grained account of his i t along
with several others ‘by Indians’, and of the
numerous trials he faced and the petitions he
ﬁledmutunﬁbenyfrmnmihmmand
Indian courts thereafter, but to no avail,

to celebrate Independence day in jail on August
15, 1947, he led a small procession in jail and
hoisted the national flag. He was arrested for this
‘crime’ on a treason charge for stirring enmity
against the emperor under Section 124A, and
produced before the ADM Calicut in independent
India (p.274).

He filed affidavits and wrote letters to the court
‘as a matter of course’ and was unwilling to
‘remain quiescent’. himself argued in
anothsrwrnpeﬂﬂonh in Madras, in a hearing
that saw large crowds: ‘The court set me free on

travails of civil libertarian lawyers and their
petitioners in courts over five decades, observed
that the Gopalan judgment “is our own. It is the
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first ‘Indian-made foreign judgement’” which
upheld an Indian-made colonial law. To
this, 75 years later, we have now added
more Indian-made colonial laws, But
will the courts hold the Puttaswamy
view of dissent and dignity in plnc: and
extend their reach as constitutional
values that further the cause of personal
liberty as the ultimate expression of justice

under the Constitution?

No room for retrospective regret

ﬂ\ecaudthelsnmﬂsnudcinlheahinn
case ( 1 , cultural

(writers,
activists, poets, performers, luchm), the 19
arrests made in the Delhi riots case of anti-CAA

(most of them leaders and
student leaders and activists, of whom 17 are
Muslim), and the anticipation of violence, arrest
and domicide as a ‘dlear and present danger’
confronted especially by Muslims who dare to
challenge unlawful state action, must make us
pause. They call for a slew of interventions by
constitutional courts in the exercise of ‘creative

ism’ (to use Profe Upendra

Baxi’s phrase) in the cause of the right to personal
liberty as justice. This is needed so that India
does not end up waiting ‘another seven decades
and four generations’ to discover that we were
again on the wrong side of the Constitution. Or
that we understood and worked the Constitution

in its seventh decade in that negated its
ethical spirit, instead of nldlng and furthering
the idea of justice embedded withi

pas
!lu infranmctm development in Delhi that was
carried out under former Chief Minister Sheila
Dikshit. The party has sensed that the late leader
still evokes some nostalgia in the Delhi electorate.
’Hlem y has criticised Mr. Kejriwal's silence on

ind for a caste census. The BJP is fielding
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath as
his appeal may influence migrant voters from
U.P. and Bihar, now the fastest growing voters'
segment in Delhi.

Foundational values, the journey of the Indian state

n the 75th anniversary of the coming into

effect of the Constitution of India, it is

imperative to evaluate the journey of the
Mmm&umﬂnpenpe:ﬁvednu

Further south

Archacologists must look for more
irons sites in south India

he Iron Age in India has been a subject of

fascination and discussion. In the rest of

the world, the Iron Age succeeded the
Copper-Bronze Age or bridged the gap between
the Bronze Age and the Early Historic period. But
the situation in India is different: when the region
north of the Vindhyas belonged to the pre-iron
Chalcolithic or Copper Age, the south, with over
3,000 sites, was associated with iron. Many ar-
chaeologists have, generally and conservatively,
placed the Iron Age to be in the second millenni-
um BCE. Given this backdrop, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin’s recent statement, that the
origin of iron in the State could be traced to the
first quarter of the fourth millennium BCE, is sig-
nificant as this pushes the antiquity of iron furth-
er. After excavations in the mid-Ganga Valley of
Uttar Pradesh about 25 years ago, early evidence
of iron technology was dated to 1800 BCE. But
now, the work in Sivagalai in Tamil Nadu, which
was carried out between 2019 and 2022, has
made authorities attribute the introduction of
iron in the country to the early part of the fourth
millennium BCE, even though the period of 2500
BCE-3000 BCE is taken as a mid-range value. This
forms the highlight of a study by the State Depart-
ment of Archaeology (TNSDA), titled "Antiquity
of Iron: Recent radiometric dates from Na-
du”. The TNSDA had the scientific d.wung results
of its study validated by
such as the Beta Analytic laboratory in the U.S.
Mr. Stalin's observation was made keeping the
findings in mind. Early this month, he an-
nounced a $i-million prize scheme for decipher-
ing the script of the Indus Valley Civilisation.

The work by the TNSDA should spur new
thinking with regard to the strategies to be adopt-
ed by archaeol who are working on the Iron
Age of India. They may have to look for more
iron-specific sites than copper-cum-iron sites,
which will save time, energy and resources. Even
though the Tamil Nadu government supports re-
search projects on a wide range of themes in oth-
er States, the TNSDA has its constraints with re-
gard to territorial jurisdiction. This underscores
the need for complementing Tamil Nadu’s efforts
with those of other southern States, The Archae-
ological Survey of India should take the initiative
of bringing the entire southern region undn a

fold and Il-designed and
coordinated work. After all, the idea is to share
available resources and expertise in the country
to arrive at more reliable findings. At a time when
certain forces are increasingly using history and
culture as powerful instruments to pursue their
political agenda, credible and concrete evidence
on the antiguity of the country will naturally put
to rest any claim based on baseless assumptions,

dational values before we plan the course

nheud After nearly three years of debate and
the C mbly of the

newly independent India adopted its founding
document, the Constitution of India. Two months
thereafter, the Republic officially came into force
with the Constitution being given effect to. When
Dr.BR. Ambedkzrdelimdlheckmgaddm
to the Consti on 2,
1949, he ch ised the sy
ahead. He anxiously wondered | whether Indians
would place “the country above their creed”.
Today, we realise that the words from the closing
address carry meaningful lessons for the next 75
years and propel us to guard the Constitution.

The federal republic
Many of the constitutional issues that have been
keenly debated in recent times have been around
the interpretation of India's federal structure.
Tussles between State governments and some of
the State Governors have made their way to the
Supreme Court of India. Pitched battles are being
fought within and outside Parliament on the issue
of simultaneous elections. The neglect of
‘regional languages’ such as Tamil, Kannada,
Bengali, Marathi and so on is being argued from
the vanguard of multilinguistic equality and State
autonomy. Fiscal federalism has been a major
sticking point for States that are suffering under
the dual regime of the Finance Commission and
the Goods and Services Tax Act. The next
delimitation exercise, which will determine the
democratic future of India, is set to result ina
showdown between the Union and States that
have controlled their population.

1t is strange that given how integral federalism
has been to the constitutional discourse over the
last 50 years or so, the word ‘federal’ is nowhere
to be found in the text of the Constitution.

Criticism of the Constitution in the early days,
and one that was well anticipated by Dr.
Ambedkar, was that the document is anti-federal
mdnhhhhnuhhvuuroﬁheUmm

this L king in 1949,
DrAmbedkzrexphnmdmzmu‘Ccmmanddu
States are co-equal’ in matters of legislative and
mculivemlhomy He dlarified to the

bly that the 1

Dravida Munnetra
and an

powers
lorduUntmmmlyphcui"mbeuudman

advocate in the
Madras Migh Court

Rather than
reinventing the
wheel of the
Constitution,
there has to be
a strong defence
of India’s
democratic
principles

As such, the regular conduct of
dﬂmcrmchlsmminuﬁauwllhlnakdﬂal
framework and not to be mistaken for a unitary
one. On this count, constitutional courts have
confirmed the proposition by ear-marking
fedznhnmobeapmoﬂhbnﬂcmuctmuf
the Consti with the j in
S.R. Bommai vs Union of India (1994) and
continuing to the Government of NCT of
Delhi vs Union of India (2024).

An unequal democracy

Another question of contemporary
interest is on whether and how India

has matured over the 75 years, into a
social democracy that is guided by the
constitutional values of liberty, equality and
fraternity. The argument put forth by many
critics of the government is that it has become a
police state. The offence of sedition along with
mmmmmmgsm»mummm

people divided into several thousands of castes
a nation,

Seventy-five years hence, can we fairly claim to
have fostered fraternal feelings through social and
political movements? Have we succeeded to some
degree in neutralising the significance of caste in
determining merit and success in society? The
answers must be in the negative. But, that does
not necessarily imply that the Constitution has
failed. It is an indication of how much farther the
country must travel.

The need for constitutional guardians
Of late, there has been some noise about

the Cs ion, as the is
m:ﬁum\aﬂﬁmmmmmm
perspective. It has become a common trope

amnng the loual right to suggest replacement of
day Constitution with an ‘Indic'

" '"/o mtuinmonnl document drawing from
Hmdu dharmic concepts — there can be
no greater insult to the combined
intellect of the Constituent Assembly
than this. There can be no greater

disservice than this to the three years of

the Constituent Assembly and the 75 years
nfnanonbuildimﬁmhawmadehldhwimls

Ralher than reinventing the wheel of the
Constitution, the country must respond to Dr.
Ambedkar's calls to defend our democratic

Act and the P ion of
MmeylamdermgAﬂmpplemzmlhuponﬂm.
Similarly, whether the country has been able to
achieve a degree of equality among various
cnham,lm:lwh«hernuuulydmmcrwcm

that merit i

With 4 ight, Dr. Ambed)
exphmedthalmemmrymuusmvemmnm

social and economic inequality before they
b:mmea!hmnm&mncncyl&!lﬂewemm
of for the
lleqlu‘mpublic hrmlngmndudmlndnn

nation as a delusion, Dr. Ambedkar asked how

iples and preserve the Constitution. For it is
not the document that makes the nation but the
people who are called to

What is required today is dw~heaiad

guidance on the future of our constitutional
philosophy. In Plato's Republic, he argues the case
for a class of guardians who are
philosopher-kings. India today needs guardians
who can place the country above their creed
mare than ever: they need to be guardians in the
form of judges, bureaucrats, politicians, activists,
Jjournalists and citizens. then can we truly

aspire to fulfil the promise of the Constitution.
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A Kinnar akhode procession on its way to the Trivend Sangam during the Maha Kumbh Mela at Prayagra). SANOEEP SAXENA

Gods, gurus,
and glass turtles

=+ Millions of pilgrims and tourists have congregated at the ongoing Maha Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj for different

reasons

to seek salvation, to pray for worldly comforts, to sustain livelihoods, or to simply soak in the moment.

Ishita Mishra wanders around the tent city and reports on the scale and grandeur of the Maha Kumbh Mela
and its religious, social, economic, and political significance

UTTAR PRADE

)
Prayagraj

n a cloudy day in January, millions of
saffron-clad people stand on the
banks of the Triveni Sangam, the con-
fluence of the rivers Ganga and Yamu
na and the mythical river Saraswati in Prayagraj,
Uttar Pradesh. They wait patiently to immerse
themselves in the icy waters. The pilgrims be-
lieve that taking a dip at the Sangam during the
45-daylong Maha Kumbh Mela (great festival of
the sacred pitcher) will cleanse their souls of all
negativity and help them attain moksha (freedom
from the eternal cycle of life, death, and rebirth),

The swarm of saints, sadhus, ash-smeared Na
gas (a sect of Hindu ascetics), pilgrims, and tou-
rists is so large that not even an inch of the
ground is visible at the river bank. People enter
and move out of the ghats from all directions, but
in an orderly fashion. Pilgrims take turns to
bathe. Many of them also help strangers, some of
who look dazed in this sea of humans,

At one of the ghats, Prince Pandey, 19, has
spread a bedsheet on the floor so that his 80
yearold grandmother, Leelawati, can
rest for a while. Leelawati has travelled
150 kilometres from Chandauli district
to Prayagraj on Pandey’s bike to take a
dip in the river, She says she has done
this against the advice of her doctor.
But Leelawati was determined to make
the journey. “My father would often tell me
that bathing at the Sangam during the Kumbh
Mela would purify the soul,” she says.

Leelawati explains one of the origin stories of
the Kumbh Mela told in Hindu mythology. “Dur
ing the Samudra Manthan (churning of the
ocean), the devas (gods) and asuras (demons)
were secking amrit (the elixir of immortality). As
they churned the ocean for amrit, a battle broke
out between them. Worried that the asuras
would trick them, the devas entrusted Lord Vish
nu with the kumbh (um) containing the amrit. As
Lord Vishnu travelled with it, drops of amrit
spilled from his kumbh at Prayagraj, Haridwar,
Ujjain, and Nasik," she says.

While the Kumbh Mela is held every three
years by rotation in these four cities, the Maha
Kumbh Mela is held once in 12 years. The belief is
that Lord Vishnu's journey with the amrir lasted
12 days, which is equivalent to 12 years,

This year, until January 23, up to 10 crore peo
ple had visited the Maha Kumbh Mela, which be
gan on January 13. The Uttar Pradesh govern
ment estimates that by February 26, the last day
of the festival, 45 crore people would have visited
the Mela, making this among the largest religious
events of the world,

SH

In the land of babas and astrologers

Hundreds of loudspeakers are placed atop poles
in the temporarily erected tent city, which is
spread over 40,000 hectares, on the banks of the

system. But
atthe
Kumbh
Mela, you
won't find
any Dalit,
Thakur, or
Brahmin;
everyone Is a
devotee.
JEETENDRA

Boatmsan

Sangam. Chants blare from some and hymns
from others. Near the ghats, loudspeakers are
mostly used to call out the names of missing pe
ople. This happens every 2:3 minutes. "Aye Ra
Jjesh, hum kho gaye hain. Aa ke le jao (We are lost,
come and take us from here),” screams a voice on
a loudspeaker.

According to the Uttar Pradesh government,
there are 41 bathing ghats connected by 30 pon-
toon bridges. Religious organisations have erect
ed 1.6 lakh tents. There are police stations, hospi
tals, lostand-found centres, banks, and other
institutions numbering 10,000 in this micro city,
Thousands of security cameras and drones have
been set up.

Baidhyanath Mishra, 75, hired a cab to travel
500 km from Bihar's Darbhanga to Prayagraj for
the Kumbh Mela. Mishra had travelled across the
south with his wife, Neelam Devi, but had never
explored north India.

“I wanted to travel across the north and also
take a dip in the Sangam with her. But she died
before we could fulfil that dream,” he says. Mis
hra, a mathematics teacher, lowers himself into
the river while holding a picture of his wife. He
believes that she is watching him from heaven.

After taking a dip at the ghat, Prince buys khi
chadi (rice, dal, and vegetables cooked together)
for breakfast from a couple distributing langar
(free food) to the pilgrims near a parking area. He
and his grandmother then get ready to visit the
ashrams of 13 akharas, the ancient sects of war-
rior saints.

“You will find unique ascetics who come here
to attend the Mela before vanishing into the deep
forests or the Himalayas. The Kumbh pilgrimage
is not complete until you bathe, provide charity,
and take the blessings of ascetics,” says Leelawa:
ti. She is especially eager to meet Digambar Di-
wakar Bharti, a baba (saint) who has reportedly

Forelgners take a dip in the waters at the Triveni Sangam, SANDEEP SAXENA

kept one hand lifted in the air for about 10 years,

Some ashrams are gigantic; they belong to sad
hus who are millionaires, There are also tiny huts
that belong to Nagas, a sect of ascetics who be-
lieve in renouncing all material possessions, in
cluding clothes. Inside the ashrams, these men,
many caked in ash, sit around fires,

The babas are of all kinds. ‘Rudraksha baba’
wears a crown weighing 40 kilogrammes, It is
made of rudraksha beads (dried seeds from the
Elacocarpus ganitrus tree), which symbolise the
tears of Lord Shiva. Another baba wears leopard
prints and aviator shades during the day and
night. Yet another wears gold jewellery weighing
56 kg and costing 2.5 crore-3 crore. Abhay
Singh, popularly known as '[IT baba’ as he had
studied at the premier educational institution, is
this year's sensation at the Kumbh Mela, Most ba-
bas lecture pilgrims on Sanatana Dharma, Hindu
traditions, values, and the importance of charity.

There are also astrologers and palm readers
everywhere. People who are desperate to find a
partner, or get a job, or build a house, or have
children, flock to them.

Valentino Casino, a 30-year-old Italian, wants
to know how many children he will have. “I have
great interest in astrology. The Kumbh Mela is
where you will meet some of the best astrolog
ers,” he says,

Casino says he has visited 25 countries so far.
“India is probably the only country that I have vi-
sited thrice because it's so unique,” he says.

Casino also goes to the ashram of Shri Pitam-
bara Shakti Peetham, a non-profit organisation
that runs a free gurukul (school). The school
teaches computer science, math, English, the Ve
das, Upanishads, Shastras, Jyotish (Vedic astrolo-
&), and Vastu (an ancient Indian system of archi
tecture). He learned how the schedule of the
Kumbh is based on planetary alignments, mainly
of the sun, moon, and Jupiter, from the founder
of the gurukul, Manoj Chaturvedi.

“1 don't see any difference between an Indian
and a foreigner when it comes to the questions of
life," says Chaturvedi. “Everyone is curious about
their future. Cultures and ways of worship may
be different, but our emotions are universal

After the Kumbh Mela, Casino and his friend
Catreena are planning to bearn yoga at Rishikesh
and then visit Varanasi and Ayodhya.

Antony Smith from London cut short his Del
hi-Agra-Varanasi trip to visit the Kumbh Mela. A
technician with a passion for photography, Smith
believes that the Kumbh is a heaven for photogra
phers, “This place is fascinating,” he says. “The
Joy and display of faith are amazing. People are
really friendly. I am overwhelmed by the sounds
and smells To fit into the crowd, Smith has
bought himself a yellow kurta-pyjama set.

Emma from Spain is impressed by the admi-
nistration. “This is immensely crowded but so
well-managed,” she says.

The government also plans to take foreign di
plomats to the Kumbh Mela.

On the margins

Kumbh is divided into 25 sectors. One of them is
Arail. The townships of Teliyargunj and Jhunsi lie
parallel to Arail. Pilgrims from poor economic
backgrounds and Kalpwasis stay here. Kalpwasis
are devotees who live a minimalistic life. They
stay at the Kumbh Mela for weeks, eating only
once a day, bathing before sunrise, and spending
their time in prayer and meditation.

Sanjay Kumar, 46, from Bhadohi, says the
Kumbh has become expensive for Kalpwasis.
“My parents have been visiting Prayagraj to ob-
serve Kalpwas for the last 20 years. No one cares
about poor pilgrims. This government is only fo-
cused on making the Kumbh Mela a tourism ven
ture,” he says.

This year, the government has placed a cap on

ee

1 have visited 25 countries. India is probably
the only country that L have visited thrice
because It's so unique

VALENTINOG CASINO
Tallan tourist

the prices of ferry rides. Jeetandra, a boatman at
the Sangam ghat, cannot understand the logic
behind this. “The government places caps on the
earnings of poor boatmen, but there are no caps
on the prices charged by some of the tent own
ers, who are millionaires, Hotel owners have tri-
pled the prices of rooms. Nor is there a limit on
the amount charged by airfines," says Jeetandra,
who admits he charges pilgrims 2200 per head
against the 175 fixed by the government. Police
men with bamboo sticks tell him not to be harsh
on devotees.

In the boat, Lary Chan, a man of Chinese ori-
gin who lives in San Francisco in the US,, asks
Jeetendra what the significance of the Kumbh is
to him. “India follows the caste system, Sir,” says
Jeetendra, who belongs to the ‘lower caste’ Nish:
ad community. ryone loves these hierar
chies. But at the Kumbh, you won't find any Dalit,
Thakur, or Brahmin; everyone is a devotee here”

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-Jed State and
Central governments are also advertising the
Kumbh Mela as a fair of samajik samrasta (social
unity). Everywhere, there are giant posters of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi washing the feet
of sanitation workers who primarily belong to the
Dalit community. The photos were taken during
the previous Kumbh Mela in 2019, There are also
billboards promoting the Modi government's so-
cial welfare programmes in the solar, health, edu:
cation, and other sectors,

With Ayodhya's Milkipur Assembly constituen-
¢y going to the bypolls, the BJ"s Uttar Pradesh
unit is also busy distributing copies of the Consti
tution to sanitation workers. Dalits make up
around 50% of the seat's total electorate, The aim
is possibly to counter the narrative built in the
Lok Sabha polls in 2024 that the BJP would
change the Constitution if voted back to power
with 400 seats. The ruling party feels that this
narrative held sway and the BJP lost Faizabad
constituency, of which Ayodhya is a part.

Pyare Lal was among the sanitation workers
whose feet the Prime Minister washed in 2019,
However, Lal says nothing has changed for him
since. “1 still clean toilets for the same wage and
I'm given the least respect in society,” he says.

Laxmi Narayan Tripathi, a transgender rights
activist, who is the Acharya Mahamandaleshwar
of the Kinnar akhada, feels that the government
and society are making an effort to eradicate dis-
crimination. “But it is true that discrimination
still prevails. It can be seen not only along caste
lines, but also along the lines of gender. It can be
seen not only among worldly people, but also
among sadhus and saints,” says Tripathi.

The Uttar Pradesh government's digital gallery
that showcases the journey of the Maha Kumbh
Mela through virtual reality installations and oth-
er digital technologies does not mention the akh:
ara for transgender people even though this is
among the most crowded akharas at the Mela. Pe-
ople line up to click photos with sadhus of the
transgender community who, unlike other sad-
hus, wear silk sarees, heavy jewellery, and ma
keup. They bless pilgrims in exchange for rice
grains and cash.

The Kumbh Mela economy

The Kumbh Mela is also a major economic driver
for the State, especially for the people of Praya
graj. The government has invested about 17,500
crore in the Kumbh Mela this year. Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath told the media that the govern
ment is expecting the Maha Kumbh to contribute
up to 2 lakh crore to India's economy and in
crease the GDP of the State by more than 1%,

The fair offers all kinds of business opportuni-
ties. There are hundreds of stalls selling pizza,
coffee, snacks, and agricultural products; offer-
ing bike and mobile repair services; and advertis
ing brands, banks, and e-commerce companies.

Rajesh Gupta, who lives near Triveni Sangam,
has an und ments stall. "It is to see
undergarments falling on the ground and getting
dirty at the ghats. 1 end up selling at least 50 each
day," he says.

Pankaj Kumar, 18, from Naini area of Praya
graj, sells tea. He says he will use the cash to buy
books to study medicine. “My mother gave me a
thermos flask and a gas cylinder, my friend gave
me a folding table, and my father bought ingre
dients so 1 could start the business,” he says.

Vinod Kumar, 50, from the Mumfordgunj lo-
cality, decided that he would sell datun (twigs of
the neem tree used to clean teeth), “What if pil
grims forget to bring toothbrushes?”

Rohit Kumar, 32, sells SIM cards during the day
and provides bike rides in the evening. The father
of two is a post-graduate degree holder, but he
does not have a permanent job, At the Kumbh
Mela, he approaches anyone who he thinks can
get him a job. He eams 800,000 a day. Yet, Ku-
mar gives alms to every baba he sees and secks
their blessings.

‘When he sees a crystal turtle, and the vendor,
Pappu, tells him that it will change his fortune,
Kumar promptly buys it even though he thinks it
is too expensive. “At the Kumbh Mela, you never
know when god may appear before you in hu
man form and bless you,” says Kumar as he
hands over 300 to Pappu.

Pappu does not fail to notice the irony in the
situation. "Many people come to the Kumbh Me-
la to attain salvation, but there are some who
have materialistic wishes,” he si

Kumar then asks Pappu how the crystal turtle
should be worshipped at home. Pappu quickly
responds, “Wash it with milk. And then light a di-
ya (lamp)." Kumar takes the turtle home in the
hope that better days await him,

ishitamishragethefindu.co.fn

+



6+ bl - think

o

businessline.
SATURDAY « JANUARY 29 . 2028

thehindubusinessline.

SATURDAY - JANUARY 26, 2025

Revisiting disinvestment
PSU policy needs review in a changed context

he Centre’s disinvestment policy appears to

be at a crossroads currently, Minority stake

sales in profitable enterprises have been
lacklustre, and attempts at strategic sales of PSUs to
private enterprises have met with little success in
the last decade. In this backdrop, there appears to be
ashift towards reviving ailing PSUs as seen in the
ill-advised move to infuse 11,440 crore into
Rastriya Ispat Nigam Ltd. RINL is neither a strategic
PSU nor is it a well-run undertaking,

There has been a paradigm shift since the

Covid years, witha global thrust in favour
of protecting and creating critical domestic
capacities to cope with shocks to global
supply chains, While the public sector
enterprises policy of 2021 says, “All PSEs in
non-strategic sectors shall be considered
for privatisation, where feasible, otherwise
such enterprises shall be considered for
closure”, this seems outdated now. Instead
of this broad guideline, each PSU can be
individually reviewed, weighing its
strategic importance and the extent of
government stake needed. A recent report
in this newspaper, which says that many
ministers and bureaucrats are opposed to
privatisation of profitable and critically
important PSUs, only underscores the need
for a new policy, Some large PSUs play an
important role in addressing infrastructure
gaps, even though they may belong to
non-strategic sectors under the 2021
policy. Many of these companies pay
handsome dividends to the Centre, A fresh
view to identify PSUs that are indeed
important can do no harm,

The disinvestment policy should be
geared towards supporting key,
well-performing PSUs, and improving
managerial efficiency by divesting critical
stake, It should not be seen asa Budget
revenue item, or a means to address any
fiscal gap. Minority stake sales in PSUs have
generally not served any significant
purpose. They have increased the
ownership base and improved liquidity of
the shares, but since control remains
entirely with the government, operational
efficiency and business prospects remain
unaltered. It is well that the Centre has
stopped considering such sales as a revenue
generation avenue, Asset monetisation of
PSEs is a better option in this regard.

As for strategic disinvestment, where the
control moves from the government toa
private enterprise, that too has not taken
off, The sale of most of the companies lined
up for strategic disinvestment in recent
past, such as RINL, Shipping Corporation
of India, NMDC, CONCOR, BEML, HLL
Lifecare has been stalled. Adverse
risk-reward balance for the buyer due to
large debt, outdated and inefficient plant
and machinery, problems with land
ownership and belligerent employee
unions hm ¢ dr:rallul thcu- sales. The most

O ment ]n
recent past, Air Indiu. hadtobesoldata
giveaway price of t2,700 crore, Strategic
sale roadblocks deserve attention in the
event of a policy review,

POCKET

g £  ESG:Alighthouse

and a compass for
corporations

VIPIN SONDMI
MEGHA SINGH CHAUHAN

allors historically relied on
lighthouses and compasses to
navigate their voyages,
E.ulnly dunnyzclmu of
uncertainty or poor visibility,
Each served a unique yet
complementary purpose: the lighthouse
ovided situational awareness and
immediate guidance, while the compass

both customers and employees, prefer
brands that demaonstrate a strong
commitment to xood govermn«
especlally (‘.en Y lnd l. whn aredriven
byast sense of purpose.

“';"'8. ing stakeholder trust: Strong
governance processes foster
transparent decision-making, Proactive
internal and external communication,

lar disclosures, sudits and

Ider engagement are key to
building trust. This enables them to
respond effectively to crises, such as
financial downturns, mpply chain
dhmptlom or c’:;: regu loty

offered directional stability and tomindas perhaps the uron“cn
long-term navigation, exemplar of stakeholder trust,

Environmental, Socal and Improved financial outcomes and
Governance (ESG) practices can be helghtened investor e-mtnl
likened to both a lighthouse and a ee; lementing energy

s for co fons, because th nologles, reducing waste md
mbudy thmun of uuhiu\ce.q opxunm nmumnu‘(‘llhmn reaps
dully and direction, while financlal rewards, while simultaneously

I g reducing carbon footprint, Further,
navigate the complexities of modern global and even domestic funds are
challenges. ESG can act as a moral and POTENTIAL TO TRANSFORM, ESG can actas a ! ESG into their
strateglc compass, aligning corporate decisions ﬂndlm tohigher valuations
actions with societal and environmental moral and strategic compass, aligning corporate actions andlmwmdmllloﬁnm
goals, such as India's net zero targets or socief any a soals Effective risk management ina
the UN Sustainable Developmental with societal and environmental goal dynnmhlndlnmmchullml
Goals (SDGs).

Businesses in India face s complex mmpurem'y nnd accountability across
web of lations, market p ligning corp dardise ESG ratings within India, the supply chain, especially in respect of
and stakeholder e:p«'ullom L‘l(. leporth wllh globtl sustainability ensuring greater transparency and practices, working conditions
provides the lity for i agench d d violations, extreme
navigate these challenges lyﬁemulcal!y. sustalnable Imenmmtnnd therefore investors and other weather events, thereby reducing the
ensuring progress d d kehold risk of reputational damage and
and ethical operations. ESG enables The snemnmemmm was Inmid-2023, SEBI Introduced perational disruptl
companles to set clear, measurable formally introduced in May 2021, was framework for regulation and Fostering innovation: The shift

s, such as reducing emissions, Innullamnde mnndnmry or the top accreditation of ESG rating providers In - towards wlukm.htury myulm
ostering diversity or improving uK!Ul ted emmu by India. Consequently, some global ESG bl
governance practices, while staying I step  matingagencies have adjusted their energy, tlcmlc vehicles a lnd ‘nm
uhpuhlemevolwugwcnmm. towards Integrating ESG ideratl In India with these

Inearly 2021, I recall di in India. u-gulluonl,bmwng about further revenue streams, A gwdrumplc Is dut
meeting vlnunll\' with CEOs, Manuglng While most llrwc les already of start-ups that have mushroomed
Directors, Chief Financial Officers, and have established nmng ESG practices ESG 3 practices can emcvge as mnul the clean tech space.
representatives from Indum!bodkl for several years, I not deudu ~with llars for S her entry i
suchas CIL FICCIand that some ¢ ng p d these s operations, lnlndh the markets; Especlally in markets like the
the then SEBI Chalrman had convened, pualcel In their nnuunl reports — tht adoption of EX(‘ pﬂmlplﬂ Is plnlng EU, ln whlch mlnwl lunalmbillry
The focus of the meeting was to d ..lmpom, |
the proposed Business Resp lnd ble across lhcluullmlc in drivi with l‘““ better
and g (BRSR) long-term success, resill and

framework Inlndly for topl isted
compnk'l The BRSR {umcwmk almed

Global ESG rating agencles like MSCI

societal impact, For example, Ashok

: ‘ruaondudc F\(. I8 not just a moral

the ofa

Fi(‘. Relcvdl Sustainalytics and S&P Leyland regulaton
g Indian board-led ESG committee, headed byan it Isa lluu-glc lmpmulw for
the disclosure of mnttml I'S(‘ aomp-nl«. based on publlcly available Independent Director in mid-2021, businesses.
which Is p toall These ratings were, Bharat Forge dld mu well, Many oth Just as lighth arn of hazards,
stakeholders, Including investors. however, often not reflective of the dedth ns harbours and stand
‘The roundrable was part of SEBI's actual extent of the progress the Soclal lulpomlbllky SK) committees mndﬁu durlm storms, and compasses
efforts vo gather feedback from manyof  companies were making because the tospecifically address ESG matters as setacourse, recalibrate routes in
the m.kd\olden on lt)mparedml lacter did not follow a globally well, As of recent reports, over half of turbulent weather and enable long-term
for th ore finall W @ regulatory FTSE 100 companies have instituted travel in unduud territories hy
the BRSR formats, The p duced by SEBlaimedto  board-level ESG I ESC 1
acknowledged the grwmglmpunnnm With India's unigue soclo-economic pnmcen lnmzhclrum strategies,
of ESG concerns in the cor ESG enables «« ics to hall egulatory landscape and businesses will not only Elnreqxa
and recognised § !Bl’l set clear, nwusurahk N yals, lncfeuﬁq; Investor awareness, ESG Is and public goodwill whi
Inittative as both critical and timely. The . not just a trend but has the potential to pm:nbly but also lead thc way fmv a

key ESG disclosures, with the goal of N
slluwlng market participants to better
identify and ulul lumlnnbllhy related
risks and unitle
The Init tlw u-ﬂmed SEBI's

such as reducing

fostering diversity or
improving governance
practices, while stayi
adaptable to evolving scenarios

become
Indian businesses.

force for

WHY I8 ESG GOOD FOR BUSINESS?
h A brand

and employee loyalty: Studies show that

sustainable and inclusive Viksit Bharat
at Indla G 100,

Sondhl s independene Director and former MO and
CEQ, Ashok Leytand and JCB indla; Chautan & with
Policy Unit, Qualky Councll of indla. Views are personal

[s Trump ‘Making America Great Again’s

Trump’s withdrawal from multilateral organisations and treaties also implies a ceding of global leadership, possibly to China

AGA-star Donald Tru
clearly on a mission to ‘Make
America Great Agaln' in his

{on with his “America First"

, which has ominous echoes of the
1930s. The international accords and
Institutions established by his
predecessors have been de-funded and
abandoned by Tmmgn by one since

LU

re-election campalgn and the executive the beginning of his erm, and
orders he Issued as the 47th Presidentof  apparently more intensely this time
the US, Naturally, in his own way, around, A a result, many allles might
‘Therefore, it could be fascinating tosee  have beuun to IEINh for more
how Trump defines g Inhis d partners,
dictionary, I'rumphu serfously harmed NATO
In reality, a nation can attain global :Xmequeml raising doubes about
leadership fir possesses the most hrrme S would honour its treaty
advanced technology, the largest obligation to support its allies — the

economy, and the most powerful
military, Beyond that, though, a world
leader must be prepared to put aside
their own short-term Interests in favour
of a more long-term perspective, From
backing NATO to establishing global
orpnlnmf)“n;‘lil.kc the Wclrld Bankor

comerstone of any collective defence —
unless they “pay thelr bills."

FOSSIL FUEL-FRIENDLY
Trump wants to impose llgnl!\anl
tarlffs on a number of

forelgn and trade policies

spent, pmgnmnw funded, and policy
ca under

be Nppoﬂed bylhc Answers to lhm

from reglonal and international trade
accords, China has stated that it is
prepared to fill the void and take the lead
on climate change. A few days prior to
Trump's Inauguration, an article
ruhlllhed In Sctence predicted the

impact of Trump's possible departure
from WHO on American influence in
world health. It claims that “the country
would lose its influential volce at the
World Health Assembly, an annual
meeting of member states that elects lhc
director-general, reviews and
WHO's budget, and sets policies on
Issues such as disease eradication,
tobaceo control, and vaceine equity.”
Furthermore, man, e think that it
only just seals the deal if the real worry s
‘myz:mn. will capture WHO.

(‘an a position as a world leader
of work and time.

economic outhook ma: hethedrMng
force behind his pro-fossil-fuel-friendly

UN Anmian actions since 1945

posture and commendation for “drill,

S«muy of State Marco Rubio: “Don l!
make America safer? Does it make
America stronger? Does it make America

Humr. It can be lost qui cﬂx‘?
bullying other nations inst
cooperating with them and gradually

fit that template, And baby, drill.” But in the r-a ofa more prosperous?” shifting the focus to short-term goals,

America truly became “the world's The legl y and authority of especi lyecommlc agendas, America,
Indispensable nation.” that m{lnm be the best position’ fora America's led hav dthe

Republican administrations have nation that asplres !n lnd the vwrld surely been undermined as a result n( “rules-based order” for more than 70
historically slashed or otherwise President Tr Trump's years, serving as the world's police force
reduced funding for UN agcndm such orderon th first day b‘ck ln office lhl! fonlgn and trade poﬁcm and the nnd moral bulwark, to quite some
s those involved inp T P p nmgn evident natlonalist overtones of “Make extent, However, that will not be the
human rights, and nfu Ces. yswhile  America Great Agaln,” Withdrawals case now, And this might continue to be

Furthermore, it's undtnhhlelhn
Donald Trump s first and foremost a

theynrerrvtmdmmthhrynu in
line with his policy objectives. These

from the Paris C! ml:Acm:d —aonce

one u{’l‘mmp (] Inlllng hpcm Inthe

y‘n_ 'Fr“'mh' What's more,

Amer

businessman, During his first term, progi Pport pr y
Trump has been aggressively forceful in health and d llef efforts across g with the lmmp The writer is Professor of Statistics, Indlan Stasstical
challenging the post-war splrit of countries and reglons, Every dollar decisionto Institute, Kolkaa
® LETTERS TO EDITOR send your by in or by past to ‘Let p, v, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Sal, Chennal 600002,
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Theend of progress?

OPINION 9

be a pause in progress, past investments

able returns. Besides, the optimists might
add, every dictatorship eventually ends,
and history moves on. A century ago, fas-
clsm engulfed the world. But that led to a
wave of with decoloni-

But

we really expect America’s new oligarchy and of USandChi tinue d the road to
to oversee sustained, widely slumd knowledgg are under constant attack? and
Those In power prosper if large por-  state capitalism, respectively, with the
return of Donald Trump and his Maga  wholly by the pursuit of wealth, and they  tions of Lhe populmon suffer fromdefl-  rest of the world lagging behind. Lastly,
movement, perhaps we should call the  have about clencies in ealth, and nutri-  the US and China stay on their course,
current era the “end of p . it through exploitation and rent-seeking.  tious food. In Amerlca. around 16 per  but Eumpe takes up the banner of pro-
Most of us take progress for granted. ‘What diffe today's - centof up in poverty, over-
that vk past iskssheer all in educa- the second rio |
dards 250 years ago were little different u:.le and ricanoligarchs  tional malnu- musl likely, which means we must con-

from what they were 2,500 years ago.
Enlightenment thinkers recognised that

“contribute™ Mndmdsaf mil-
llam of dnﬂnn to a politiclan’s election
for favours. The

JOSEPH E STIGLITZ

hirty-five years ago, the world
experlenced an epochal change
with the collapse of European
communism. Francls Fukuyama
famously called this moment the “end
of history", predicting that all societies
would eventually converge toward liberal
democracy and market economies.
Today, it Is almost a cliché to observe

1d heln 1 o

create new, transformative technologies.
Such efforts required the rule of law to
displace absolutism, respect for truth to
prevail over obscurantism, and the eleva-
tlon of expertise in human affairs. Among
the most disturbing features of the Maga
revolution Is its outright rejection of these
values. Can progress continue? Just as the
Soviets managed to launch Sputnik, we
may see Mr Trump and his followers pre-
side over notable technological feats in

sdﬁsnﬂﬂhnn&nﬂmmxhadlmnm
Tesla received from President Barack
Obama’s administration 15 years ago will
Jook like a pittance compared to what Is
coming down the pike. Progress requires
investments in basic sclence and an edu-

force. Yet term,

is
trition and homelessness have become
pervasive, and life expectancy is the
lowest of any major advanced economy.
‘The only remedy Is more and better pub-
lic spending. Yet Mr Trump and his team

sider how long America’s gmwlng deﬂ

sation and civil-rights movements coun-
tering raclal, ethnic, and gender discrim-
ination. The problem is that those

clencies will remain went only so far,
has massive ad in P and time side. Will
and AL owing hugemar-  enjoy progress in the form of

of the
budget as much as they can.

Although the US has long led the
world in advancing basic science and
it Is hard to see how this can

Mr Trump such i

funding for research that even his fellow
Republicans balked. Will they show the

under Mr Trump. | see three
possible scenarios. In the first, the US
finally comes to terms with its deep-

ml
prehensive survelllance. But, of course,
nelther China nor a Trumplan America
Is committed to the values that have driv-
en progress since the late 18th century.
Tragically,

ket, vast supply of engineers, and com-
itment to Jong: d com-

shared prosperity, based on education,
health, safety, community, and a clean
environment? 1 doube it. And will the end
of progress in America have knock-on
effects globally? Almost surely.
It is too soon to know whnx the full
EMr T

with existential challenges. Advances in
technology have given us the means to

idency will be. History does indeed move
on; but it could leave progress behind.

how wrong that prediction was. With the

same willingness to resist him this time?  seated problems, refects the Maga move-  destroy ourselves, and the best wny to
In my case, Is progress still poinlble ment, and its to  prevent that o i
Butcan  wh forthe values. Inthy d, the Some that @Project Syndicate, 2025

space and artificial

Echoes of the 1980s

) =5 e —————

DEVANGSHU DATTA

[13 rezhnev took
Afghanistan,  Begin
took Belrut and Galtierl

took the Union Jack”. Circa 1983,

Roger Waters offered some Incisive

commentary on the geopolitical
fun and games of the "80s. The
Soviet Union was into the fourth
vear of the occupation of
Afghanistan. Israel had walized
into Lebanon, and enabled two
bloody in

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

and often does, result in violent

conflict. Unlike in the 1980, there

are at least nine nations with
an American effort to blnkrupt nuclear weapons in the game clrca
the USSR by 2025, which the threat if
space-based weapons. The conflict escalates.

weapons were sclence-fictional in
concept and about as fantastical
ns l.helwng displayed onscreen in
movie franchise.
‘!’heplln wo(hed. ‘The USSR did go
bankrupt under the stress of fight-
ing an unwinnable war in

Another thing that usually
results from conflict, or the threat
of conflict Is inflation. Supply
chains break down. Essential com-
modities are diverted to the mili-
tary effort. Energy prices spike. If
people are conscripted n large

and g vast
sums into research & development
of lnmrlsdc weapons. There was
also double-digit inflation in the
US and much of the Westem
world, and there was the Black
Monday crash of October 1987,
when the Dow Jones fell over 20
per cent in a single session.
Four decades later, the world
might be headed for another period
of similar fun and games. The new
US President in his inaugural
speech said he wanted to end ongo-
ing conflicts and be remembered

there’s a shortage of
labour to do normal things like
farm, work on assembly lines, drive
buses, or fry pakodas. During
World War L, this shortage led to the
emancipation of women, who had
to willy-nilly do these jobs and lev-
eraged thelr foothold in the work-
force into gaining the vote. During
‘Woeld War I1, it led to full employ-
ment In the US that ended the lin-
gering effects of the Great
Depression. But another round of
extended inflation could have hor-
rific effects In 2025, following a

forthe™ getinto". But
he also sald he wants to take over
G and the Panama Canal,

refugee camps. Argentina under
General Galtieri had occupled The
Falkland Islands and the UK had
recaptured the Falklands.

Iran, led by Ayatollah Khomeind,
and Iraq, led by Saddam Hussein,
were doing their best to wipe each
other's nations off the map. The US
was trying to covertly

and Canada, and he won't rule out
the use of force to further these
ambitions, Go 3
Russla Is now into the 1ith year
of trying to annex Ukrainlan ter-
ritory by force. Israel has attacked
Gaza, the West Bank, and bombed
S}ru. Lebanon and Iran. China
its ter-

that triggered supply
chain disruptions and inflation.
“The US also seems to be looking
to push China into a techno-eco-
nomic battle by cutting off the
supply of high-end chips, and
imposing tariffs on Chinese
imports. Unlike in the 1980s, this
lsn't necessarily a battle the US will
win. China Is an economic power-
house, Moreover, tariffs will hurt US

Nicaragua and would Invade
Panama a few years later.

India and Pakistan had a short,
viclous scuffle on the Saltoro
Glacler. There was also the debacle
ollhel.!’KFupedJ(lnnm&lrlxl\lm.

rtmrla.l claims on Taiwan, large
parts of the South China Sea,
Arunachal Pradesh, Ladakh, and
chunks of Bhutan.

‘Territorial ambitions are a zero-
sum game. As Mark Twain once

andthe up
the Maldives that restored an India-
friendly government. India and
China also had a face-off up in the
mountains during the 1980s.

I,

real estate, “They're not making
land anymore”. When one nation
wants to extend its boundaries,
another nation usually objects on
hy would

and industry, who will

Middle class & Modilove

The Indian middle class seethes at the growing phenomenon of
political parties taking their tax money and showering benefits
onthe more numerous poorer classes to buy theirvotes

ndia's economic engine is slowing and
screeching, and the ones hurting the most
are the vast middle classes. Why the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) doesn’t particu-
larty worry about this, or why the party can
still take them for granted, is something we
will return to in a bit. First, the larger crisis.
It Isn’t merely the function of one bad
quarter. The central government’s statistical
organisation, the Reserve Bank of India, and
glohll organisations have all scaled down this
year's growth estimate to around 6.5 per cent.
There's littl thata dis

if smart entrepreneurs see no demand, what
should they invest in and why? It isn't their
burden to pull out their shareholders’ reserves
and bulld assets nobody would use or goods
nobody will buy. This brings us to the nub of
the problem. Why the demand collapse?
Much of the demand, ultimately, comes
from that largest consuming demographic in
the country: The middle class. Again, it is a
tricky definition, but let's make a wide sweep
and describe the middle class as anybody who
would normally have some surpluses to spend

on the horlzon. Economics is complex for me.

It is safer for me to bat on the pitch 1 am more
familiar with: Politics and public opinion. First
of all, the air of optimism, the all-conquering
“India has arrived” spirit Is now ebbing.

The hawa (what we say for vibe) has
changed. Millionaires are buying assets and
residencles overseas or long-term visas that
come with them.

‘There is plenty of data in
the public domain about )
Indian millionaires shifting
overseas. Over the past two i
years, the average Is 5,000, N
according to the Henley
Private  Wealth Migration
Report. You'd never hear these
wealthy complain. They are
too smart to take such “pan-

gas". They are simply voting Mnom |mm

with their feet.

‘The fact Is, they have sur-
pluses, and rather than invest-
ing in India, they're moving them overseas.
It's all perfectly legal, and with so many leav-
Ing. there's safety and anonymity In numbers,
What about the even wealthler ones?

Let’s leave the fleeing millionaires aside
and leapfrog to billionalres, or even more spe-
cifically, dollar billionaires. Most, if not all of
them, would be entrepreneurs. It isn't even
mn many people.
to the latest data from Forbes,

SHEKHAR GUPTA

collateral damage. Growth has
slowed everywhere at the mere
threat of more conflict, and Infla-
tion has spiked along with currency
volatility. Investors have to reboot
strategies and rework asset alloca-
tons. A flight to safety may be an
instinctive reaction, but it's prob-
ably wrong. Debt loses value during

The decade
the so-called "Star Wars”, This was

India& US:A study insartorial contrasts

shrink “This can,

Y gal
investors can ride out the storm.

these are only 200 individuals or families. If
the millionaires are quiet and leaving, the bil-

are the ite. They are
often loudly lnd vulubly pnlslng the govern-
ment, its "fifth-largest y and

third soon™ Illd fastest-growing large econ-

omy in the world” mantra, and staying back
in the country. It is just that they are not
Investing — and not because they have no
love for India. This Is despite being repeatedly
chided by the finance minister. It is just that

on more lhln haslc subsluenoe
which des food,

of all political parties, with the BJP in the lead,
taking their tax money and spraying it among
the more numerous poorer classes to buy thelr
votes. Over the past 11 years, BJP governments
have distributed about €20 trillion as straight
glveaways, Including free grain, and now this
gravy train is running on a double engine.
That's because electoral politics in the
states has now become purely transactional.
“This Is how much 1 will pay for your vote. This
politics is Robin Hood with a twist. At least
the original robbed the rich to give to the poor.
‘The Modi governments have been soaking the
middle class and glving away to the poor.
While at the same time, the superrich, espe-
cially the richest, enjoy the lowest taxes ever.
‘The wide middle class is the biggest, most
loyal, and vocal supporter of the Modi-BJP
politics. All elections since 2014 have shawn

housing, health and basic nmhlllty

the BJP major and medi i
citles, except In lhe South, where the party is

1tis thiswide-
earning around 212 lakh to &5 crore per annum,
lhm Is simply slmng back and hurting. They

with

In a state Ilkz Huynm the BJP has risen
from zero to hero, partly because of rapid

gally
mmnxeduhly-mmha\nhnseen
thelr investments lose value over the past year.
Fun fact: The richer among
them, say those earning & crore
and above, pay almost twice as
much tax by percentage of thelr
Incomes as the top corporations
or multi-billionaires.

These are the self-made,
usually first-generation, aspira-
tional new-rich who were fuel-
ling the Indla story. Today, they

as If fron It

And how has the BJP respond-
ed? By relegating 75 per cent of the population
in Indla’s third-richest large state by per cap-
ita income below poverty line. This, while the
Centre and the BJP proudly claim that Indla’s
overall poverty rate has fallen below 5 per
cent. How do you square the two?

‘The answer lies in today’s politics. If you
win elections by distributing to the poor, you
have to find enough poor. Who can win by
spraying tax money over a mere 7.5 per cent?
That’s why the states have an incentive in cre-
nllng two classes of the poor: The genuine,

barrel rocket launcher. Fuel
prices continue to stay high,
lncome taxes are oppressive,
you hear from them a rising
clamour that the state gives them too lintle in
return for their taxes. Their tax breaks on mutual
funds, equity, property capital gains, and bonds
are vapourising. They are also hit by rising costs
in areas that may not be captured in our headline
inflation figures. The rising costs of private edu-
cation for their children, for example.
‘They are the ones hurting, not buying,

an
responsible for the disappearance n{ demand’.

‘The Prime Minister said the other day that
Indians buy about 25 million cars in a year,
which s more than the population of many
countries. That's true. When you check out,
however, who's buying—the lower end cars
have Inventories piling up while the premium
ones have walting lists—you know how
fatigued the middle classes are. As they see
how the new politics Is unfolding around
them, they are Infuriated.

linked poor, and the electoral poor.
State after state, this Is the norm now. The
electoral poor are often ten times what your
next Census would count as genuine poor. In
this market, the political class trades middle-
class tax revenues for votes.

As we have argued before, the BJIP can
afford to take the middle class for granted,
much like the Congress and other “secular”
parties do with the Muslims — a captive vote
bank. That's why the BJP would see no par-
ticular need for course-correction.

‘The middle class will keep complaining
and still stay loyal because they like Modl and
his call to Hinduised nationalism too much.
They are happy that Muslims are so effectively
sidelined and, in any case, if not Modi, who?
One-sided, unrequited love isn't such a rare
phenomenon. My colleague and political edi-
tor D K Singh even has an acronym for it from
his years at JNU: FOSLA, which stands for
Frustrated One-Sided Lovers’ Assoclation.
How do we describe this obsessive middle
class love? Maybe, dil hai ke maanta nahi.

‘They seethe at the growing ph

By i with ThePrint

Humble CEOs are recalled fondly

EYE CULTURE country, it the EM'ssari cholces, Trump's views of Joe Biden's per- on Manmohan Singh's economic  takes. Think of Bernie Ebbers of
totune out, For adisplay of sheer reflect formance?! CEOs are evaluated as  record. From 2004-2013, lndlu’n WorldCom or Ken Lay of Enron.
KANIKA DATTA colourand sartorial diversity, butasmidgeonofthe variety of if business delivery can be pre- Isthe site, the quiet, low-pro-
Indian Parl Indi; The | cisely measured. If a CEO cannot mecmmnysbeﬂme!gh: ﬂlepedunmr.nmpumhle?
he most Interestingly dressed | Togetasenseofit, watchth | rtorial choil r MPs § deliver growth, increase market deadu(buedcnlhezou 12con- quote published news about
I person at Donald Trump's Budget sessionon February L Ignore | —SoniaGandhi, lind, share, or report higher profits stant price series). Annual growth ﬂ\e CED of DMart Avenue
d il Finance Mahua Moitra, Smritl within a time frame, the person is  In gross domestic product was 67  Supermarts. After 22 years as CEO
In ceremony earlier this week was Minister's Nimala Sitharaman's Iraniand now Pri: Gandhi — fired or he or she quietly resigns, per cent, gross capital formation at DMart, he is to have
Democratic Senator John speech — she’ll be presenting her offeran ideaof the striking richness like in Starbucks, Paramount growth was 9.6 per cent, private stepped down. His team built D-
Fetterman, who attended in shorts, eighth Budget this year —. that makes th worn Global, and Boeing. Even in con- h  Mantintoa 380
hoodie and sneakers, oblivious to i d on the ri todayin the BUSINESS & servative Japan, the Suntory CEO, was 6.2 percent, percapitaincome & revenue of 50,000 crore, and a
the sub that it ¥ ladles of the Tagore household, a WRPOSE Takeshi Niinaml, lamented that growth was 504 per cent, and market capitalisation of €2.20 tril-
brought the event inside the Capitol | car people unique variety. Japan has reached a “tipping export growth was 12.1 per cent. lion. Who knows, maybe after 22
foronly the second time in 40 years. = Fromsaristothe sarong-like fabrics In Indla, unlikethe US, political R GOPALAKRISHNAN point”, driven by shareholder Singh, quietly and without fuss, years, it isa good time for the CEO
Sadly, it was the First Lady’s Maflosl | ofthe eastand northeastallina fashion is not just a feminine activism. Can Indiabe farbehind?  delivered his amrit kaal with no to
pork-ple hat and yof d concern. The men have plenty to say, shmud of Ghaznl s Outsiders do not have authen-  announcements, Yet there were The CEO is Ignatius Navil
English Governess black su.k that textiles, from churidar-| fro d wom depray- tic about the com- some blemishes. Disappointingly, Noronha, and the promoter is
attracted all the comment. At the wllh silk Nehru jackets, mundus, tounderline regional affiliations to and wars. Apparently, pany. Reasons behind CEO part- has that he Damani. Ever heard
wvery beast, shy every Pri Modi’ he had a Hindu army division, ings are many, including being did not perform. ofthem? ful
inth ic relief Asa Indla s inall } d which he used to fight rebel authoritarian, arrogant, or behav-  volces also proclaim that Indla mbemdnnemgaanwuhdelm
former model, the Infinity. that famous monogrammed sult Muslims, as during the capture of  ing as if they are god's d after20M! ering their targets. Read Navil
Melania's attire — she certalnly 1f Melania Trumpand John wornduringavisit by President the Zarang fort in 1003 CE. Investors, CEOs, civil soclety, and History values CEOs for per- Noronha's statement upon mov-
played to form here — has beenthe | Fettermanchosetomake Barack Obama, which later made itto Mahmud's capital city and tomb  corporate boards find that trust is  formance but dearly treasures Ing on: "I believe that DMart is a
subject of intense scrutiny, though the Gud Records asthy are now crumbling, unmarked lhlnnlng rapidly, just as political humble performance. Integrity is  business model that has a mult-
in her hushand's first term she January 20, it's become a tradition most expensive sult sold inan and Such is the col- wlth their ascribed when words match decadal runway for growth. If we
proved no match for her dynamic forourfinance ministertodosoeach | auction. Forsome mysterious lapse of vmm (‘ deeds. is the gap stay the course of simplicity, effi-
predecessor Michelle Obama's sheer | Budget much Her | reason, Congress MPShashi Tharoor ‘What mental health ks for mod long-term trust by doing theright  between leaders' words and clent costs, happy employees,
fashion nous. rich mucha I vl among ern young people, ght wayattheright deeds. Narcissistic leaders gener- deep value to customers, and,
WithMichelle enigmatically topic of' speculmnnasheruxmd male politicos, though it'shardto ego are to boardrooms. 'me time. After the death of ate news their and not doing any-
fthi d Trump tariff Onanyday, Ms fazhnm why!mmhhrqmln evidence that CXOs are increas- Gandhi, Lal Bahadur Shastri, and  are later remembered for per- thing else, we will always remain
leftto be relied on for her ingly affected by amogance is Manmohan Singh, it is their formance, but also their self- relevant for a long time to come.”
examine Jill Biden's Each Budget, me Usis mwmec( lhevsuld s anecdotal, butasuretrend. Inmy humane qualities — insaniyat, obsession, sma, demand for ‘Time will tell if he is right.
ensemble, Ivanka Trump's h idly most 2018 book, CRASH, | quoted fbadm andlnayax(f cour- personal loyalty, and mental DMart Is a great company, but
dark tfitand ver a whenit rial chy ‘ who found that that are remem- When must evolve as a long-lasting
Second Lady Usha Vance'sstylish favourite. atoss-up everybody pe. BothUsha power intoxicates a leader and berecL Wipro's values, for exam- leaders have humble back- “institution”. As of now, he seems
mﬁecolmrad OscarDelaRentasuit | by silksari with d Kamala Impairs the person’s judgement ple, include “treating people with  grounds, acolytes embellish that  a rare, humble, self-effacing, and
fth Kanth: West vocal their Itisa (I . ith, Dacher respect”, and "unylelding inte- fact; for example, Nadir Shah, performing CEO, who leads from
neckpkoenmdﬂhanmmwimlm Bengal, inwhich the pitythat neither Keltner, Obhi et al). grity”. Leaders are prone to nar- Napoleon, ther, whomatch  the back (refer to Ravi Kant's book
oul).Of dget last year, and the highlight thisat the inauguration. The pressure on chief executive cissism, and social media aggra- all the ab L the Back).
the men.only Fetterman pmvlﬂed E a officers (CEOs) to constantly dem-  vates matters. The few who cross Stanford researcher Charles
varietytothe fblack = withKasuti y from K dded  onstrate energy and competence  the line make big news. O'Reilly says that narcissistic Thewriterklates book is JAMSETI
and white in the Capitol and the d h s intense. Peoplewuckthrm@lme.nu! ! thatthey aresuper- 74 d
overflow room. d the fashion y the Image about leaders’ lor, rules bebent.and ©
Yawn. If this wasn't anevent Budget 2023-24. chose. I ftwas bad hat metrics hele and help but are prone to  they lack empathy, bluff without  Harisk Bhat.
Iinvolving the world's most powerful Pochampalll, Bomkal, that gottohog all the attention, — if you can, listen to Donald cherry-picking. Considerthedata shame, and neveradmittheirmis-  rgopal@themindworksme
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Resetting ties
with Beijing
New Delhi needs to balance its relations with

China and the growing partnership with the
US so that Indian interests are best served

ign secretary Vikram Misri's visit to Beljing
next week is significant for two reasons — itis
10 build on th created by
lrromhernundmmm:\gbaw«nl'rkm
Minister Narendra Modi and President Xi Jinping to
mhwdmepmdnummmrbumm

thetrip pof US
Presldeml)onaldmnnpumunmdrmﬁteﬂm
Itis noteworthy that Misri's visit will come days after the
Trump administration signalled its commitment tothe
Indo-Pacific region by h Quad foreign
Mnguhﬂmbdppoﬁqcmmt
India hasadop wition
dsthe process of rebuild th China, while
Beijing has sought to project a picture of |
already being restored, with its persistent calls for the
border dispute to be de-hyphenated from other aspects
of the relationship. Besiles the obvious issue of the next
steps for resolving the standoffon the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), travel, trade, investmentand resumption
ofpcopb«)peopkmnm:mmuhmcmmn

upwhen

Msnnmmhmvimfoulm minister Sun Weidong
In Betjing These talks will build on recent negotiations
b lhtforrlm d special
:ﬂ-\l‘l ssue.

Tlemhmmuhnmmnhwnpummnmy
havespurred efforts by India and China to find a way out
of the more than four-year-long face-offon the LACin
Ladakh, and the mercurial American leader has

st

declared his Lo weap tarifls to further his
MAGA project while ‘hingout to Xi,
China, which is showi saplsofn dh L
lowdown, is in Trump' s Bedjing need:

markets and more business toshiekl itself from an
economic knockout if Washington were to push in that
direction. Thereisa clear attempt on the part of Beijing
toregain greater access to the Indian market. The
outdlnryhl!mhﬂnunmdsunml fnrlow—mst

lmpmsnnd ch -gy.nlenu til d

turing, lop withother
p A ead Ming of crucial supply chalns are
on asounder footing.

The key issue now is how India can balance relations
with China and the growing partnership with the US so
that Indian interests are best served. From all
Indications given by Chinese leaders, Beijing wants to
put Galwan and Dokdam firmly in the rear-view mirror,
m»mmmmmmmm
hanges. This is easier said th
especially given the public sentiment in India because of
the prolonged standoffon the LAC and the difficulty that
the Indian government will face in selling such an
approach to the people.
Amdlrﬂbﬂmmﬂlm«ihmdworkbyhoth
sides, i 8 app
border dispute, which h 1o
nmupqulnlmlhmm.stoncgnmhudsoum
Qnmlsknmmdmnﬂrmmllvdpummme

The right way to
tell obesity is key
to our well-being

BMI provided a shaky
foundation for understanding
obesity and related health risks.
A shift to more accurate
amhmpomctrlc measures must
now be accompanied by a
composite and committed
policy response
ver the past half-century, obesity
has emerged as a vexing global
heakh — both because of
the several adverse health effects
and struggles with under-
standing the nature of a
s “fatness”, Bven s the
uivmmm rapidly across the
world, health professionals wen.-
= o whet! ty
Rabelled as a disease In ltsell or msw
as arisk factor for other diseases, A dis-
umkl\ \vnmumnllymmk(m
L Ih\
of ampl )ndlh risks pmM
mﬂummmm.-a—mmnm
risk posed by general obesity, brought a new
dimension to debates around obesity as an
omnibus term.
As scientists sought to define obesity

through quantifiable anth metric meas-
ures, debates n.(-duwr whether the problem
arose behaviours of eating and

exercise or from commercial forces that pro-
pelied changes in pattems of food consumption
through their manufacturing and marketing
practices. Attributing obesity to an individual's
gluttony or indolence led to body shaming and
soctal discrimination. And now, with power ful
new weight-loss drugs emenglng recently, calls
w0 u:‘rul obesity as a discase have become
et,
Amidst these debates, the Body Mass lndex
(BM1), proposed by Belgian mathematiclan
e Quelet in 1832, became the anthropo-
ric Index considered cardinal for obesity

K Srinath

identification. BMI s derived by dividing
weight (in klos) by the squared vidue of helght
(In metres). ln western wm&um:, a IMI
Detween 25 and 30 was classi

and values above 30 as obese.
ranged between 8.5 and 25, while IMI below
18.5 was classifiod as being underweight, The
World Health Orpmullon (WHO) recom-

Ax BMI is o crude lu-mn- {w identifying
excensive body fut, it lod 1o inaceurate lbelling
of individuals. This is because body weight isa
compasite of welghts contributed by fat, mus-
cle, bones, and body fluids. A person who is
very muscular or has high bone density will
have @ high BMI even without a high-fat mass.
Such a person would be falsely labelled as

obese. Similarly, a bloated person who
retuined body fuids due to or kid-
ney failure would be improperly
labelled as obese even withoul excess

ldlz‘»l(

ross different populations, high

BMI is assoclated with a high risk of

several health disorders, Obesity was &

Y risk factor for diabetes, heart attacks,
bruin strokes, and cancers of several
organs (especially the mlun nnd

W "

task. »

{J

among Inclian, Pakistani. Banglodeshi, and Sei
Lankan immigrants in the United Kingdom, the
United States, Cannda, Africa, and South East
Asla, Persons of South Asian ethnicity were
noted t0 be at & high risk of developing diabetes
and coronary heart disease, even within the
“normal” range of BMI, These findings were
later repiicated in their native countries, Simi-
lar observations came from studies on Filipines
and Chinese, The WHO then mnulmﬂdtd

exceeding 0.5 predicts a high risk of discase,
Roundness Index (RI). a recently proposed

measure, takes into sccount helight, welght, and
wilst o generate
body images. These images are compared with
the ellipsoid norm of the erect human body.
This measure is more subtable for research,

A recent Lancet Commission report on obe-
sity helps us © cut through the clutter and
ldmlw cllmull{httndul ulqunu

Jower BMI thresholds lurwrrwrzl;h ’ ifies obesity as

23 and 27.5) and obesity (above 27.5) for A:l-n cmaam Enduud by 7u International

populations. arlmm it dudm«omny Into pre-chink-

emuw of using BMI 10 dentify indi- iries. Body fat |s measured
are at s high risk of obesity related by BMIL WHIR andjor X-ray techniques. Excess

diseases was (lkserved even In porrAstan popu-  body fat l: clnulkd as cuuml obesity If

lations, Within western pop there 1ike by Himit activity or
were fndividuals who met the BMI criteria for by show abn I of

obesity but did not either manifest the dllﬂne

breast), apart from joint d
impaired breathing, Even whea discases m-n-
not clinically man ifest, abnormal IImrn of
blood pressure, blood fats, and blood sugar

ar have
with excess body fat. It wlso did not help that
different types of fae cells (white, brown, and
beige) \inlh distinctive metabolic and inflam-

ratory
sugar, blood lists or Bver function. Clinkal obe
sity would be treated as a disease. Obesity,
detected by anthropometric or radiological
measures, would be ¢! as pro-clinical i
there is no clinical or lnboratory evidence of

were seen in many obese and indi-
viduaks.

However, it also became clear that the west-
ern BMI scale did not apply to Asian -
tions while lncleng o predict the risk of
health disorders. This was initially observed

WHY WAS BODY MASS INDEX
AN INEFFICIENT PREDICTOR
OF DISEASES ASSOCIATED
WITH BODY FAT? THE
ANSWE SINTHE

I'TERNS OF BODY
FAT DISTRIBUTION

Y . were ly
the body at different ages.

in the patterns of body lat distribution. 1t was
observed that fataround the abdomen’s inter-
nal organs was assoctated with a Mgher risk of
dt-w and heart discase than fat acound the

badies were healthier than
Apple shaped bodies. This led 1o the use of
wasst-hip ratio (WHR) as a measure of visceral

iposity.

the
Is not ensy. In recent years, the walst-hetght
ratio (WHUR) has emenged as @ better measure.
This ratio was orfiginally used in children but
was later validated for adults as well A WHIR

organ function. Such persons
would be periodically monitored 1o detect pro-
mulon toelinical ohslly Any personwitha
be treated as obese,

This rlumncnlan will help guide clinical
management by first identifying adiposity
and then assessing organ health. At the popula-
ton level, a lot mare needs to be done 1 pro-
mote healthy diess, regular physical setivity,
better sleep patterns, and less exposure Lo air
pollution. This calls for a composite and conm-
ulmlvd policy response that goes beyond the
chinke.

K Setnath Reddy s @ distingretshed professor of pubibic
Mealth, PHFL amd the swthor of Pudse 1o Planet,
Thwe views expressod wre personal

Two death-eligible cases,
and two flawed sentences

teiniara, Kenala and in

ngal — imposed starkly different
sentences in two high-profile death-cligible
cases. The Kerala case popularty known as the
Greeshma case lnvolves a young woman who
s been held guilty aid sentenced to death for

her mabe partner, On the other hand,
the aceused, o chvic volunieer of Kolkata police,
I the case from Wost Wi s
tenced 1o life imprisonment for the
remainder af his natural life for the
homicidal rupe of u doctor In the RG
Kar Hospital, In Kolkata, Despite this
divergence, both sentencing decisions

0 January 20, 2025, two trial courts in
different parts of the country — In Ney-
In Kodkata, West

process that leads to it

examining the sentencing order in the
RG Kar case, let us briefly revisit the law on
denth penalty sentencing lald down by the
Supreme Court in Bachan Singh v. State of Pun-
Jub (1980). In deciding between life-or-death
neumnu-m courts must consider npnvnﬂu

A CLOSER LOOK \1 ﬂll
SENI NG O

o -

CASES MAKESIT EV
THATTHEY HAV
L()M\I()\ l1| ANWETH
DESPITE IVE

PU .\I.Sll.\ll' |
ORDERS SIDES
DUEPROCESS

Ihc wceused and the erime. In broad l.n.'mn,
aggravating clrcumstances add to the serfous-

ness of the erime and justify a higher

sentence wheroas mitigating circum.

stances explain the crime and have

the Impact of reducing the sentence,

lnn\m itis not )uﬂ the erime but

of the accused

tion. We could say that the court made a pre-
-umplm rfbmmtm as is the law because

out reform. But we can only speculate about

this Jogle since the sentenci ng order says noth-

Ing excepe w note that the: ity of reform
foreclosed,

order in the RG Kar
case, the trial court in the Greeshma case over-
Hines In mitl-

gating factors such as the yuum age of the
-twsdwarwtmmui Instead, out-

:.? by pitting the

age o Ihrvkll.m.WMlcd\r bality of refor
1l dismissed hert

the RG Kar case, this sentencing order equally

b’dekmrllwyw'ln
rlal Manol called for
\uhr proactive and mandated them to call for
the Jall conduct and

rk evaluation of the accused along with lh
report of the probation officer. This i in addi-
tion toa report submittod by o mitigiation inves-
tigator as a part of the defence team, The

10 call for three reports from the
state has been m by Ihc Supnmt Courtasa
sen-

fail to adhere to faimess and due Neetika that hrmlmnlmmlonnnmuinl
:m«u and flowt the recent guide Vishwanath decision, So, aspects of a
ines lald down by the Supreme Court have litle to do with the crime like

n Manoj v. State of Madhya Pradesh
(May 2022). Imposition of the lesser
Afe sentence in the RG Kar case then is not a

thelr

mrlm heart
The . order in the RG Kar case,

assume slﬁnllnnn at nmlrnc\n;
Further, courts are mrcqundlnmkualhe

{ fair and senenc:
ng, Instead. the decision s equally erroncous

uc{omylnd;\;lll o o Il relationship A“h'-' in law, If not more than the one in the
same time, India itawin-wi
\ ising hackdesin Wash g ..ﬁ" ::;vc::ukl this m"n‘:nm mpor-
among China hawks such as secretary of state, Marco © e dourh Doy be boktiared b (b e
Rubio. Engagement with mechanisms such as Quad tencing order in the RG Kar case that goes
could both reassure India's westem partnersand help ":“:.‘,‘g;_‘:;"vf““’"" Lot Lo
rapisi . our commitms i
nudge China towards Indian ness and due PrOCess MEanNs we must care not
about the border and fair trade. only about the punishment but also about the

hon of the accused's
mation since there bs a n&wnwbmlftm
mmﬂnlmlmhmwm:dahmu
10 be imposed only i the “rarest of rare” cases,
I fact, the law casts 4 burden on the prosece-
tion to show that the accused cannot be
reformed, in the absence of which it is pre-

sumed that it is probable.
Added to this 45-year-old decision which is
the law on death penalty sentencing Is the
recent Supreme Court guldelines in Manof.

however, did not call for the Manof reports,
Instead, the court held the sentencing hearing
two days after the accused was held gnllly

ston. Although the order in the Greeshma case
noted that reform Is not possible due to the
luum\'dlhrrdn- this cannot wﬂynum
san since

assertion ruling out the rlubahli ity of n-(nnn&
nou can be made ln' all mlmm mu

with the

dt\-ul-mkmul lhnmn«q

In essence, a closer look at the sentencing
orders n Greeshma and RG Kar cases makes it
evident that they have more In common than
we think despite the divergent punishments,
m orders side-step due process and are arbl-

while giving little time between
and sentencing hearings.
The legal ald lawyer rep the

in with-
nul nnom hnclung the same. Such an

accused made perfunctony srguments on sen-
tencing and as a result, the court barely had any
meaningful information sbout the accused
while knowing a great detall about the crime,
Strangely, yet. the court imposed the Hfe sen

tence by holding that the probability of refor-
mation of the aceused could not be ruled out

must worry us all
NWMlm(ldlﬂmvtq 00 Mmesns outs
liers, Instead, they are emblematic of o broken
criminal wystem ridden with lawlessness
and arbitrariness at sentencing,

Neettha Vishwianaih fs ftrecsor (sentencing) et
Progect 19A, Nativrad Law University, Delb.
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A thought for today
What is freedom of expression? Without the
JSreedom to offend. it ceases to exist
SALMAN RUSHOIE

Articles Of Freedom

Court response to artworks reminds us what's constitutional

rt gallery DAG, from whose exhibition two MF Husain
palnxlng‘ were seized following a plea in a Delhi court
hurt’, plans to pursue “legal
remedies against complainant for false and mala fide accusations”.

It signals an appetite for a robust defence of art, and freedoms as
enshrined in the Constitution. 1"'1- court dldn t allow a case to be
isthecore

filed, but the very fact itallowed f the

LIBERTY DIES

75 AND GOING STRONG

The Constitution’s drafters had foresight. They gave us a living document that has stood the test of time.

As we celebrate its 7
Rohan ) Alva

Drawing up a simple contract can
become

Th of the Drafting area
matterof public record. They demonstrate the forensic
skill and the high-minded thinking of the Committee

Imagine then, drafting a constitution
for a newly independent nation. And
If that were not enough, imagine
drafting it at a time when the world
was broken by a world war; India was partitioned: and,
a migration of people on a scale that the world had
never seen before was underway.

In such a situation, the founders of our
O could have been forgiven If they

problem. The trope of ‘obscenity’, coupled with
hurt’ are tools of individual peeves seeking state interference.
Courts are

I rights. Tothatend,
of the subject of art or its depiction,

framing of any such miffed complainant’s

plca must be in lerms of Articles I9 and 21 -

of people’

expression and righl to liberty ummbtg\wus
intheirbreadth.

Oct last, Bombay HC ordered Customs to
release Souza's works, seized in 2023, saying,
“Every nude painting or every painting
depicting some sexual intercourse poses cannot
bestyled as obscene.” Husain, a Padma Shri (1966), Padma Bhush

were not able 1o see their task through. But from
the beat of these mhdmnk nma «mwd
our

Team effort | The Indian Constitution is not
the product of one mind. It is the result of
careful deliberation that lasted for nearly
half adecade and among hundreds of members
in the Constituent Assembly. On Dec 9, 1946,
members of the Assembly of India met for
the first time. It was the first time in recent
memory the people of India were to be the
masters of thelr fate and decide the course of
thelr destiny.

To appreciate just how the Constitution

e,

(1973) and Padma Vibhushan (1991), was forced to leave the country
following death threats, The state failed to protect him. The intrinsic
value of his art remains undimmed. Police found nothing to merit
an FIR in DAG’s exhibition of Husain’s work. But the complaint
survives even if the “offence” is not actionable legally.

The challenge before HCs is training subordinate courts that are
quick toapply sharp narrow lines of criminal code, whether IPCor
now BNS, to crack down on forms of expression - art, cinema, music,
books, theatre. Subordinate courts can often be as moralistic as
complainants. But courts are not private durbars. Individual moral
codes must be left at the gates. Inside a courtroom, the canvas can only
be that of the Constitution - Articles 19and 21.

Turbans/Tricolour

Makeover for headgear associated with huxe Indian experience
OBO to Soho, enter a luxe Indian store, and a turbaned gent

Ltiseritical
of Its framing. Nothing was wptmvd ina
rush. The plllarsof India’s Constitution were
10 be evaluated at the first level by different
committees.

For Instance, the Advisory Committee
chaired by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was
tasked with providing the first draft of the
fundamental rights, so that the Assembly could
h:;\- an idea of the' klndo( ﬂullk-m-muhnl
t

There were separate committees xhal looked a
protecting other aspects such as the constitutional
provisions relating to the structure of govt and
division of powers between Centre and states. The
proposals of each of these committees were put to
discussion and then a vote. This was between Dec 1946
and Aug 1947

Then from Oct 1947, the Drafting C

for the way in which they sought to ensure
that each of the provisions of the Constitution was
drwlowd ina nunmcd manner

s Ce whichwas
mll«l the "Draft Constitution’, was introduced in the
Assembly on Nov 4, 1948. From then till Nov 1949, the
Ammhl) debated uml voted on each of the provisions
of the C ayear.

After it was finalised, the Constitution was adopted by
the Constituent Assembly on Nov 26, 1949,

In Jess than half a decade, the transformation of
lrllml’lunamloumlwb)m to an independent nation

lete. Formally. the
Constitution came into force on Jan 26, 1960,

Working the Constitution | Over the last 75 years, the
Indian C has had a C

chaired by BR Ambedkar began working out the finer
detallsof the Constitution. Their task was made infinitely
casier since thex, in turn, relied on the Dradt Constitution
prepared by Sir BN Rau,

Sth year tomorrow, let’s remember those whose work guarantees our basic rights

would be waged in the Supreme Court.

One of the most significant outcomes of this was the
batthe over saving the Constitution from itself. This was
the battle over the Basic Structure Doctrine.

In the early years, it was phuxlbty understood that

had power the Constitu-
liun The effoct of th
50 long as the process of umndm-mmhulmwm in
Article 368 of the Constitution was complied with.

Afterall, statedas
to what the limits of constitutional amendments were.
But in 1973, the Supreme Court in its judgment
in Kesavananda Hhamlu case introduced
of xmend-
ment did not end up mmumlng the Constitu
tion itself.

oTh 0 are Doctrine
It signifies that the essential features of the
Constitution ought to permanently endure.
Features such as secularism, federalism, the
separation of powers, the democratic founda-
thons of gont, and fundamental freedoms are
partaf the Basic Structureof India's Constitution.

® The other momentous battle waged was
on the meaning of the most significant
fundamental right that is cherished by all Indians

the right to life and personal liberty. This
particular article had a chequered history
because many in the Assembly believed it was
very weakly worded. But through progressive

pr Article2l
of the most crucial fundamental rights today.

existence it was - and still remalns - the longest
Constitution in the world. At that time, it had
396 Articles accompanbed by 8 Schedules. Todayx
the Constitution stands amended over a hund-
red times and contains many more articles, including
brand new chapters and portions.
Yet, of all the provisions, it is the Preamble of the
(‘mmnon that best reflects what the (‘omumlkm
It bogir
India” and guarantees to the nation an unkr buu: on
Justice, Liberty, Equality and Fraternity It is the people
of India, who b nse, are giving

Xperience.
The Constitution by design chose the Supreme Court
of India as the institution that will decide how the
Constitution is to be understood. It was then only
natural that the batthe to save the soul of the Constitution

their
These words and what they stand for, were the battle
criesof fe | These
are the ideals upon which the Constitution is built
The writer s an advocate in Supreme Court & Dethi HC

shall beat your service, As was the case with th
Air India Maharaja, the headgear pmlalms the elitest esprit
de corps. Shelling out lakhs to travel by train? Well, on the Palace on
Wheels too the staff are colourfully turbaned to cue the bespoke
experience. Invited toa wedding at the Mehrangarh Fort? Romance
and grandeur shall be incomplete without the
hosts providing you saafa services. In scenic
Lonavala, the Marathi pheta may be the
fashion of choice. One turban Daljit Dosanjh
} took to Coachella. But the variety of them is
stunning in India.
They are beginning to be seen everywhere
the champagne class is buying the Indian luxury
. experience. Ayurveda retreat in the Western
Ghats or Provence, couture studio in Khan Market or SOBO or Palo
Alto, fine dining in Kyoto or Helsinki or Hyderabad, if it's bmnd(-d
lndhn servioe shall be witha turban, as likely as not. R

Why We Shouldn’t Cancel Good Art By Bad Boys

Neil Gaiman, literary rock star, is accused of sexual & emotional abuse by 8 women. Truth is if we only
permitted art by artists with unimpeachable moral standards, our libraries & galleries would be bare

If Nell Gaiman's life today werea scene
Inoneof hisownstories for childrenof
all ages, the scandal darkening his
shiny ghobal stardom would be revealed
as the handiwork of the dream-eaters,
But those dastardly villains, whose
diet consists of the eyeballs (not to

Colemaist hased
mLondoa speak of the hopes and dreams) of

LItisa experience. But here
too turbans top the sea of people. Sodoes the tricolour. Which makes
one think, what if all the turbans in service of Brand India were to
sport the tiranga stripes too? Swanky stores will still be selling the
silks and jewels, the flavours and majesty. But with a top-up with
adifference.

All Together Now,
For Your Future

Flites are suspicious of crowds, which are often forces of reform

rowds have a bad reputation.
‘Watching the crowdsat Bastille,
French thinker Gustave Le
Bon cast thelr behaviour as
madness, a loss of individual good
sense - and this idea remains seductive
to those in power. Multitudes: How
Crowds Made the Modern World by
Dan Hancox tries to toll a more
balanced story of how crowds function,
how susceptible we are to being swept
along by those and why we

or Amritsar, India

Df course, not all crowds are

seeking a better future, says the book,

peumnu 102021 Capitol riots in US, or
in

‘on by Bolsonaro or the history of fascist

and authoritarian crowds,

innocent people, are defeated in the
end. Our hero - the creative genjus - would triumph
over the fantastical creatures, alded and advised
throughout the nightmare by a female friend. She will
have travelled the same path as the artist because she
g for the ride he foel: Iy
safe with him

Unfortunately. this plotline won't work in real life.
Gaiman s a consummate master of storytelling in any
medium - comics, television, film, poetry, prose fiction
~ but his own saga Is no longer so easy to take o a

successful conclusion
Right now. he stands accused of gross sexual and

Hollywood mogul Harvey Welnstein

There are at least three possible reasons for the
tepld response. These accusations come at a hinge
point in the West's culture wars. The new season is all
about the Palm Beach billionaire take on trad wife,
coupled with the manly-man worldview of podeast
bros, crypto bros, tech bros and the bro of bros,
Elon Musk.

With Donald Trump and America’s
MAGA right taking full control of the world’s
most militarily and economically powerful
country. there ks waning enthusiasm for the
wMeToo movement's seven- year push to hold
for thelr

po
of women,
Of course, any hyperbolic reaction
to the allegations against Gaiman
must also acknowledge hard reality:
These may be hard to prove, legally.
or in any conclusive way Galman's
young accusers, who were once
elther his fans, employees, or
otherwise ﬂt-pmdrm on him in

; ight young
parts of the world. The allegations of deviant and
violent behaviour as well as coercive control go back
over some years and the accusers were overwhelmingly
young, some 40 years his junior: Gaiman, now 64, has
fatly denled the “horrible storbes™.

No matter what happens from here on. some of
Galman's cult following ks outraged. Horrified readers
have been posting on soclal media the decision to tip
thelr fallen god’s books “into the recycling bin™ or bag
themn up for the charity shop. Some have vowed to boyoott
"l‘ forthcoming second mwn of The Sandman, the

book series.

of Gal

SOMme wWay, ¥, even
loving. dialogue with him duringand
after the alleged abuse.

Cue the writer's Insistence,
Just days ago: “1 am not a perfect
person, but | have never engaged in
non-consensual sexual activity with
anyone. Ever.”

And then there is the question
that crops up every now and then:
Should great art be judged by its
artist’s behaviour and punished

Mussolini’s march on Rome or Hitler's
beer hall putsch. These reactionary
vanguards are usually a violent
counterweight to a rising mass
v are often

may be better together.

A carnival or concert, a political
protest or melee, religious congrega-
thon, different tmmh. have dlﬂerr:x‘l

They
facilitated by those in uniform, tacitly
supported by corners of the
establishment and punished lightly,

acarnival ks the crowd at play Singing
and dancing together Is a vital,
anclent part of who
we are as social
animals. Chanting in
unison at a sports
match is a release of

crowd. Crowds often
show upasasurprise
at speckal moments of
warld historic intensity

its members had not
been visible to those
meting itout.

When we gather
in a crowd, we are
changed by it and we
change our history Crowd membership
gives us a freedom and strength we
could not possess as individuals, Think
of the French Revolution, a popular
insurrection born of exhaustion
and misery It was a joyful collective

if at all, l» the right-wing judiclary.

the vast totalitarian crowd
does not look sideways at each other,
but upwards at the leader.

Times Square In
New York or Tokyo's
Shibuya Crossing,
or in any of our own
metropolises.  The
Idea of cities full of
people, of strangers,
carries a sense of
menace for some,
Just as others appre-
clate the safety In

Cltbes spooked by
uprisings like Tahrir
Square have gone
out of their way to
scotch public conviviality and lokte-
ring. with urban design directing
citizens directly to shops and homes
and offices. Privately owned public
spaces are replacing squares and
streets, replacing civie mingling with

catharsis, though it
by thinkers like Lo Bon, vkhom In ||
disorder and nihilistic violence.
These theories about crowd
savagery have proven to be durable
even today. among elites and thinkers.
But hostility to the mob Is often
hostility to democracy. the book says.
The 19th century was haunted by the
spectre of a hostile mob: this paranoia
showed up in militarised colonial
policing, whether in Derry. Ireland

activities or profit
making events. The survelllance
revolution, police drones and
cameras are another on

Mh three publishers Im\'nldﬂny don't have any new
projects planned with him, though noone Is suggesting
hiks 50 books will be taken out of print

Overall, there is shock but little hysteria even IM

with memory erasure?
Is damnatio memorice, which
amounts to modernday cancella
tion, the right way to deal with
phenomenal work by morally

JK Rowling h “the strange sl of the

literary world™ and compared Gaiman to disgraced

thsts’
Today it is Gaiman, a literary

rock star whose books have sold S0mn cophes workdwide.
Yesterday, Alice Munro. The Canadian Nobel Literature
laurcate wrote in so nuanced a way about women and
girls but her daughter says she did nothing when
learning about sexual abuse at the hands of her second
husband
The day before yesterday it was VS Naipaul, also
2 Nobel laureate, whose authorised blography
reveals base  whoremongering,  appalling
treatment of his sad, sick wife and disposable
mistress, exquisite meanness, cruelty smounting
to sadism and race-baiting. And further back in
time. there was a whole clutch of deplorable
greats: John le Carre. Cormac McCarthy Lewis
Carroll. William Faulkner.
‘There are faint echoes of the Galman
affair in nearly all of these. u-(nm a
constant philanderer. picked very
women, including the au pair looklu
after his youngest son. The thrice married
McCarthy was 42 when he began a
relationship with a 16-yearold and is
said to have feared being found guilty of
statutory rape as they travelled across
the US-Mexico border.
For all the primness of Alice in
Wonderland, Carvoll did have his
photographs of naked little girls. As for
Faulkner, he positively relished being
horrid In the name of art. When his
12-yearold daughter asked him to postpone
one of his alcoholic binges until after her
birthday celebrations, he famously
refused, telling her, “No one remembers
Shakespeare’s children.”
From Carwvaggio, murderer and lover
of a prepubescent box to Gaiman,
here's h Licith

acknowledged: If we only permitted art
by artists with unimpeachable moral
standards, our libraries and galleries
would be bare.

I KNOW. THESE
MAGE

Fachnation feels superior
toother nations. That breeds
patriotism - and wars

Dale Carnegie

Embodying Values Of Indic Philosophical Heritage

Swami Swaroopananda

'word ‘bharat’ indicates a place
where light prevails over darkness,

Our sanskriti les in keeping founda-  were neither isolated nor exclusive; they  reflecting
tionsof truth and right were For changes in soclety
‘The secret of 1ts tenacity is In its adapta Instance. a ksts bets Green productivity and
ballxy over the ages. the mulas, geometry. and today, it llsonnphaslmcm ironmental
War, we saw Krishn doing biology multiple E R by pledging

materialism. 1t ks not just a geographical
area but anathon of people livinga
lifestyle moulded around a holistic
culture. Certain versions of the Ramayan
state that after enter anka

exactly that. He imparted timeless
wisdom of the Vedas, adapting it tofit
the social structure of thatera - by
masterfully repackaging this

Rarvan, Ram told Lakshman: “Even this
goiden Lanka does not appeal to me.”
Persian schodars and Sufi poets, 100,

If there
F.lﬂhllhlh&llhlhhl\s

bly and soclal spe
The fear of the crowd lives on in
contemporary culture, with screeds
about ‘mobs’.

We're all in it together, the book
reminds us. To deferd the self-assem.
bled crowd is to defend democracy
and freedom, it says.

mumvyn

ingitto
Arjun. Our scriptures are
not merely religlous texts 3
prescribing dos and don'ts
batoffer instructions for
living a meaningful life.
Now it isour turn to
shape the present so that

Todax
aspects is essential in any profession.

S A, A

not to pollute the Earth, which we revere
.\lmher\nlun- Bhumi Devi. Thus, the
> body all our nation stards

modern challenges with wisdom
and innovation.

On this 76th Republic Dax.
et us pledge to learn and
understand Indic philo-
sophical heritage that places
sacrifice, renunciation. and

sas

THE SPEAKING TREE spirituality as its highest

kdeals which are visible in

By understanding the country’s
uiral and

wisdom,

cult
cittzons can inspire the workd. This pride
fsn't just about reminiscing the glorious

bet al

our flag,

heritage. We
tion systesn that not only builds strong

past
revitalising the essence of Indian culture.

respect for our legacy. Indlan sciences

the top.

ity -nota
passive stillness but an ncll\und

brnndsmuumtn-m splrituality,
sacrifice, sattva, and sustainability

Wecarry our motheriand in our
hearts when we embody values that
reflect rich Indic philosophical heritage.
The serviceof our country is the service
of the Lord of lords and devotion to its
people is devotion to the supreme Self.
Together. let us strive toelevate it to its
true glory.

Swami Swarcopanando, global heod of
Chinmaya Mission. will pive talks on Life

dynamic sattva. Thy of tl
blue chakra signifies this vibrancy,

xes
at Chinmaya Mission, 8 Lodhi Rd. Nese Deihd




1 Indlka Mahila Congress pres-

Ident Alka Lamba is set to

contest the Delhl Assembly

polls from Kalkajl, She had
cartier served as the MLA for Chandni
Chowk, The seasoned politician had
begun her political career as a student
activist with the Natlonal Studenty
Unilon of India (NSUT).

In a conversation with Rahul
Gahlawat of The Statesman, Lamba
reflects on her political journey, her
stint with the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
and the path forward for the Congress
in Delhi, She shares her insights on
governance, challenges, and the
pressing need for change in the
national capital,

. You were an MLA from
Chandnl Chowk and contested
unsuccessfully from there In 2020
This time, you are contesting from
Kalkajl against Chief Minister Atishl.

A My political journey began in
1995, when, at the age of 19, | contest-
od the Delhi University elections, rep-
resenting 80 colleges, This experience
allowed me to travel extensively and
gain insights into the diverse chal-
lenges. In 2003, | ran against Madan
Lal Khurana from Motl Nagar, later
contested from Chandni Chowk, and
now from Kalkajl. Delhi ls where [ was
born, ralsed, and educated, and it
remains close to my heart, The devel-
opment initiatives | successfully
Implemented in Chandnl Chowk will
serve as a foundation for the work |
alm to accomplish in Kalkajl. My ded-
lcation to the progress and well-being
of Delhiites remains stendfast

Q. Chandnl Chowk witnessed
significant redevelopment efforts

TheStatesman

NEW DELHI, SATURDAY 25 JANUARY 2025

during your tenure. How do you
view the current state of the con-
stituency?

A: | take immense pride in the
redevelopment initlatives we under-
took during my tenure from 2015 to
2020, Around Rs 100 crore was spent
on modernizing parts of this histor-
ical clty, addressing long-neglected
issues like outdated sewer and water
lines, bullding community facilities,
and ensuring the safety of Old Delhi
residents living In crumbling houses.
Today, when | Interact with the resi-
dents, they acknowledge the visible
contrast between my tenure and the
current administration. Unfortu-
nately, the momentum we bullt has
been lost,

Q. You have spoken euon-luly

a cycle’

Rreen, and metro-connected city.
Under her leadership, partnerships
with market assoclations flourished,
and infrastructure projects lke fly-
overs and green spaces became hall-
marks of Delhi
In stark contrast, today's Delhi is
grappling with pollution, water con
tamination, unemployment, and mis-
The AAP i,
dl'l])"l‘ holding power in both the
state and the MCD, has falled to
address these issues, Thelr promises
of a clean Yamuna, improved alr qual-
Ity, and governance have remained
largely unfulfilled,

Q: You too Jolned the AAP during
Its early days but returned to the
Congress. Why the shift?

At T was drawn to the AAP by its

about women's hat
role do you see women plnylnl in
politics today?

At Women's participation in pol-
ities Is no longer a cholee but o neces-
sity, We owe our right to vote and con-
test elections to B R Ambedkar's
vislon. The Congress, through the
leadership of Priyanka (.nndﬁl, has
taken bold steps, For instance, In the
Uttar Pradesh assembly elections, 40
per cent of tickets were given to
women, setting a precedent for others
to follow. Women's Issues are no
longer peripheral; they are central to
political agendas today,

Qi The AAP has been vocal about
Its governance achlevements in
Delhl, How do you compare this with
the Congress-led era?

A: Let us not forget the legacy of
Shella Dikshit. Her 15-year tenure
transformed Delbl into a modern,

of clean governance and
transparency. However, after joining
the party, | realized their hypocrisy.
They spoke against dynasty politics
but mirrored it within their party.
They "“"'r““ﬂ“l“ for anti-corruption
but falled to uphold those values.
Issues like the Jan Lokpal and Swaraj
- onee thelr core agenda - were aban-
doned, Instead, we saw policies that
prioritized revenue from liquor shops
over public welfare. Ministers faced
corruption charges, and hlgh»nmklur
leaders were sent to jall, Disillusioned,
I returned to the Congress, a party
that upholds its values even In adver

sity,

Q: Do you belleve the Congress
can reclalm Ity tlon In Delhi?

At Absolutely, Polities, Hke
nature, follows cycles. Shella Dik-
shit's peak years gave way to the
AAP, and now, the AAP's decline is

evident, People are looking for
accountability, something both the
AAP and BIP have falled to provide.
With initlatives like the "lh-Bll Nyay
Yatra®, we are engaging with clel-
zens, addressing thelr grievances,
and highlighting thelr struggles, The
Congress has a history of delivering
on Ity promises, and | firmly belleve
we will form a full majority govern-
ment in Delhi soon,

Q: In a polarised political land-
scape, can the Congress carve out a
space between the AAP and BJP?

A: The Congress has always
been a party of Iinclusion and
progress, While the BIP polarizes
voters on communal lines, the AAP
uses diversion tactics to cover its
Inefficiencies, Delhi deserves better,

and the Congress will provide that
alternative, Our struggles, from
thuu Jodo Yatra to grassroots
P reflect our ¢
m rebullding trust with the people.
The tides are turning, and | am con-
fident Delhl will witness a Congress
government once again,

Q: What Is your message to Del-
hiltes ahead of the polls?

AtTo uw?- Delhiite, | say that this
Is our city and it has the potential to
be a global model of progress, Inchu-
sivity, and Innovation, But for that, we
need governance that prioritizes the
people over politics. The Congress has
the vision, the leadership, and the
commitment to make Delhi green,
clean, and vibrant again. Together, we
can rebulld Delh,

Ideas alone can’t sell Nepal to the world

SANJEEV SATGAINYA

hat Nepal is set to conduct the

Sagarmatha Sumbad, & mult-

stakeholder forum for dis-

cussing crucial global, reglon-
al and national issues, comes as wel-
come news, First announced in 2019,
the event fell victim to the Covid-19
pandemlic, The government has
announced it will be held in March,
most likely in Kathmandu, with a
focus on climate change, climate jus-
thee and reluted Issues.

According to a report, heads of
state and government, along with
other stakeholders working in the field
of cdlimate change, will be invited, This
could b Important event, espe-
clally considering Nepal's increasing
struggle to capture global attention,
primarily because it has, over the
years, failed to find a compelling sell-
Ing pol

In the past few decades, Nej
progress has been disturbingly slow
even as the rest of the world made
wreat strides. Efforts have either been
tepld from the outset, or hugely
stymied by the wrangling and power
games of Nepal's myopic political par-
tes, Hardly any significant effort has
been made to revive the economy,
which remains largely import-driven,
With no robust industries and weak
manufacturing output, Nepal lacks
export-quality goods. It already runs
a significant trade deficit with India,
which accounts for nearly two-thirds
of its third-country trade. Should the
northern borders with China open
fully, Nepal would likely face a similar
trade imbalance, bringing even bigger
challenges,

Sandwiched between the world's

econd and fifth-largest economies,
Nepal remains one of the poorest
countries globally; the irony could not
be starker.

If India and China vie to expand
thelr spheres of influence in Nepal, it
Is largely due to thelr dvalry. Nepal's
geographical position as a neighbour
to both Is immutable —with one, it
shures a long border of high

Himalayas, and with the other, an
open border. Added to this is the
American Interest, largely rooted in
geopolitics,

What Is unfortunate Is that
pal has failed to turn the growing
Interest - regardless of where It stems
from - of these major powers 1o ity
advantage.

The New York Times recently list-
ed Lumbinl among the 52 places in
the world to visit in 2025, Naturally,
Nepalls rejolced, But what initiatives
have the govermment or its stakehold-
ers taken to attract tourdsts to Lumbi-
ni? Without facilitation by the host
country, expecting tourists to flock to
Lumbini s a fanciful idea. The Gau-
t Hmldhu International Almml in
which was supyp d 10
hrhm In tourists to Buddha's birth-
place, has remained largely inopera-
tonal, From Kathmandu, road travel
I8 treacherous,

For far too long, Nepal has relied
on selling the idea that "Buddha was
borm in Nepal." It's unclear how much
that helped Nepal build a stronger
image globally, While it is a fact that
Buddha was born In what Is now
modern-day Nepal, a concoction
whipped up ¥w adding a superfluous
nationalist spin to the narrative often
leaves a bad taste, Gradually, Nepalis
seem to have moved away from this
rhetorie, but they have yet to find
something new to offer the world

The same is true for Mt Everest.
The fuct that the world's tallest peak
Hes in Nepal is merely a geographical
accident. While there is nothing
wrong with boasting about the
extraordinary, over-rellance on it is
impractical and unsustainable. Every
country needs to continually work on
finding new niches to remain globall
relovant, Mt Everest has been a l’ﬂh“l’
cow for Nepal for decades, and Nepal
has milked it enough, Lately, calls to
Hmit or even ban commerclal expedi-
tions have already gained traction.

As Nepal prepares to hold the
Sagarmatha Sambad with a focus on
climate change, the spotlight will
inevitably fall not just on Mt Everest

N

but the entire Himalayan range, This
brings to us something that still
attracts global attention. But has
Nepal made a persuasive case for the
Himaluyas’ ln} rtance to South Asia,
where one-fourth of humanity
resides? What work has been done to
project thelr significance in the
strongest terms as the source of water,
food and energy for billions of people
in Asia

Today's extremely competitive
world presents a harsh reality: Lacking
economic and geopolitical heft is one
of the greatest weaknesses any coun-
try can face. "Friendship” in geopoli-
ties Is merely a facade; when Interests
diverge and economic leverage is
missing, even bilateral relationships
tend to falter, A country needs to find
new wiys to malntain its relevance In
th glulml landscape.
pal, 2024 ended on a posi-
tive note., The cricketing
broadcast live on an in
evision channel, brought global atten-
tion to the nation, A country once fas-
cinated with football appears to have
embraced cricket seamlessly. Howev-
er, the fragility of Nepall soclety was
exposed once again as racial slurs
were hurled at a particular communi-
ty as the event drew o a close. This
incident underscored how Nepal, as
asochety, remains both deeply divided
and regressive,

One of the most significant prob-
lems Nepal faces Is the widespread
bellef that it Is the "best and most
beautiful country in the world." This
misguided notion often fuels impru-
dent claims, such as boasting about
anything as the *best” In the world -
even the constitution. Such hubris is
largely fanned by leaders with regres-
slve mindsets, like KP Sharma Ol, the
current prime minister, whose nation-
alist bravado often borders on the
problematic,

And more often than not, Nepal's
visionless politicians tend to over-
state. While Nepal's tourlsm may hold
great potential, instead of exploring
Ideas to promote tourism, they project
Nepal as the only country people from

SAGARMATHA
SAMBAAD

all over the world should be visiting.
When talking about hrdmpnww
potential, they too convincingly sell
the ldea of making ‘h'pul rich by sell-

an event. It will require an elaborate
strategic plan, bullding goodwill with
countries around the world, and
|<n§u};lnl( with global leaders and

Ing electricity, I y ignoring the
complicated - not just technlcal but
geopolitical - process involved

Making Nepal “a hub” has
become a new fad In recent times—
tourism hub, IT hub, education hub.
There is frivolity and shallowness in
Ideas, with creativity and innovation
clearly lacking,

In this context, the Sagarmatha
Sambad, touted to be like the World
Economic Forum of Davos and the
Ralsina Dialogue in New Delhi, could
offer an opportunity for a fresh start
and help revive Nepal's global rel
vance. By positioning itself as a con-
vener of critical global discussions -
on climate change, Himalayan
preservation, sustainable develop-
ment and more - Nepal can carve out
a niche identity as a small nation
with big Ideas

Concerns, however, remain, as
this will require more than just hosting

u remarkable choreog-
raphy In itsell for which Nepal needs
to pull out all stops.

A Namboyant iden does not nec-
essarily yield the desired results unless
concerted and earnest efforts are
miade, and this is where Nepali politi-
cluns have failed to make a mark.

Il executed well, the Sagarmatha
Sambad could be a launchpad for
new hll‘klh; otherwise, it would turn
into nothing but another vanity proj-
ect. Is Nepal willing to embrace
change and bulld a narrative that res-
onates far beyond Ity borders? And
most importantly, are Nepalis willing
to shed outdated nationalist narra-
tives?

Nepal's selling point has grown
increasingly blunt: A lack of a distine-
tive edge means it barely cuts a swath
in today’s world order.

The Kathmanu PostANN
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

ON Thursday night the English crick-
eters and thousands upon thous-ands of
thelr well-wishers, reposed, or tried to, in
trembling hope. Yesterday morning hope
was soon frustrated, for of the 27 runs
wanted for a win only 15 were scored, and
after six days of strenuous rivalry the Aus-
trallans won the rubber game by 11 runs,
Henceforth the dolngs of the M, C. C. will
be watched with interest, but while they
themselves will carry on with the same
eager courage that they have thus far
shown, the onlooker will have quieter
emotions, for the thrill that goes with the
undecided will no longer exclte and
delight his breast. To Australia are due
congratulations on the brilllancy of its rep-
resentatives; to Gilligan and his men admi-
ration for all that they have done. They
have proved themselves vallant and mliul
adversaries and their last innings is worthy
of careful study. Untll its very end only one
batsman falled, and he had scored a pre-
clous 92 in the Niest innings. Now the cru-
chal match Is over none will argue against
the hand of fate, or abate a jot of courage
or hope for the future,

BROKEN HILL SKULL

MAN WHO LIVED
200,000 YEARS AGO

| LEAFIELD

DRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS
OXFORDI, JA

PROFESSOR Sir Arthur Kelth, conser-
vator of the museum of the Royal College
of Surgeons, lectured to a large audience
on the discoveries of human remains at
Broken Hill, Rhodesla, which included a
skull belleved to be the oldest in exis-
tence. Sir Arthur Keith sald the skull was
that of a type of man unknown before the
discovery of these remains. "He is of
extremely primitive type, so primitive and
so unlike other races living that we have
10 create a new specles for him.” The lec-
turer estimated that this man belonged
to the prehistoric period and had lived
anywhere between 100,000 and 200,000
years ago. The bones found showed that
he could walk in an upright position and
was 5 ft. 9 Ins, or a little more in height
Although the skull had a strong resem-
blance to that of the gorilla, this man was
not so very low down in the scale as
regards human beings and was even
higher than some of the low types of
human belngs alive to-day.

“This discovery,” concluded Sir
Arthur Keith, “Is one of the most im-por-
tant ever made. It is a discovery which
throws new light and strong light on our
early history.”

"ALFONSO DAY" IN
MADRID

CROWDS BESIEGE
THE ROYAL PALACE

MADRID, JAN. 24

THE recent crescendo of manifestations
all over the country of loyalty to the King cul-
minated in remarkable demonstrations to-
day, which has been dubbed “Alfonso Day.”
A huge procession headed by Members of
Parliament and Provincial Councils and
Mayoes from all parts of the country marched
with bands and bannens to the palace, on the
bulcony of which King Alfonso with, mem-
bers of the Royal Family and Directory
remained for several hours despite the
Intense’ cald to watch the march past

The King earlier received shoals of
tedegrams of congratulations. Crowds besleged
the palace for his signature In albums, In con-
nexlon with the celebrations the Royal
amnesty has been granted to soldiens, sallors
.mm hlllars convicted of light offences.
erals Berenguer and Saravia, who
were mwuuvd In October, have also been
released

INDIAN STUDENTS

PROVISION DURING
STAY IN LONDON

ONDON. JAN
R Arul Chatterjee, High Commis-sion-
er for India, was given a dinner by the House
Managing Commitiee of the Indian Students’
Centre, Mr, H AL F, Lindsay, presiding, sadd
he hoped that Sir Al Chatterjee, In-, stead
of joining the procession of meteons who had
hedd his great Office, would remain there for
the full term, and help among other things
10 work out the solutions of the Indlan stu-
dent problem,

Replying Sir Atul Chatterjee congratu-
lated the students on the better provision
made by them than in the days when they
came alone to that country.

Al a subsequent reception by the
National Indlan Assockation Sir Atul Chatter-
Joe sald the difficulties of the Indian student
problem were not such as could be removed
by n magdcian's wand. Even If all the diffieul-
thes were removed to-day, he sald, fresh dif-
ficulties would spring up to-morrow. Much
the same applied 1o the intemal Indian prob-
lems, Indeed he would think but poody of
India if all her difficulties could be removed
in one day, He concluded by saying that no
effort would be wanting on his part 1o assist
in solving problems connected with the
sojourn of Indian students in Great Britain,
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Reduce tax disputes

As amnesties have limited utility, simplified rules
and an efficient resolution mechanism will help

NDIAHAS SEEN multiph 1g with the
“Tyagischeme"of 1951 and the“sixty- Iony:dmm"oll%s  Therewas
even a dlsdosumofwealth scheme (1985). Some of these, notably the
h (VDIS),1997,and Vivad se Vish-
was, 2020, have shown mhfadmy efficacyin pmuadlng the (axpayms to
reportunreported/under-rep y pay
ing reduced penalty or tax amount th h have also con-
stantly come under flak for the “moral hazard”involved in them and the
alleged tacit encouragement they pmvide for non-compliance.

The legal tenability of such sct has been upheld by the
courts, on the gi ds that ic legislation is largely the exclusive
domainofthe: leglslatum.m lhemoral and Iagal dehamamthus goingina
certaindi thefact treally

reduce pendency of tax disputes and lltigaﬁmAlm it seemns their
utilityis increasinglyon the partlyduetoi quency of such
gestures. The Budget FY24 unveiled Direct Tax Vivad Se Vishwas 2.0and a
goods and servkes (Ax amnesty, both of which apparently havent made
much head fdemand
[m'ansz\uloms amnuty

1 Eranlitd Idis ey

lsruonl'yhug!,butgmwlngevmlnpropmﬂmmmemmmumnlau
munt,om half a million direct tax cases were lying with the first appellate
of I-Tappeals (CIT) — itself. It typically takes about
ﬂveynnloraasempmcezdfunhu(mmuudﬂwdlnavastnumbeto(
cases, especially where the stakes involved are more than 5 crore, the dis-
putes escalate to the Sup ourt,and the resol takesaslongas 15
Direct tax Iockad in di dfrom 20,8 lakh

croreor 8 9%aﬂhegmssdomeukpmduct(0m’)in2021 -22to ¥31 lakh
crore (9.6%) in 2023-24. In the run-up to Budget FY26, tax experts have

therefore put this issue at the forefront of their exp ions from it, in the
form of policy steps and robust di

True,atany given time, tax di bound toexist,and litigati
means for resolution s inevitable. But Ived di in direct taxes

alcmhehtgmmddudmamwunbnBudgeustnahighandumcmp
table fora country that has limited fiscal resources and a low tax-GDPratio.
Anhesamellme u\elsmeofpﬂ‘atecapkz]getﬁngblodmdunderuxdk
putes s when all goves policies are

directed at raising the investment rate. Most tax disputes are finally settled
by the judicial authorluu in(.he laxpayer’l famelem this, the rule that

20%of th " positedwith the 1 Tdepart-
mentbef Lk it from theappell n -

locking ofworkl LAlessaggresst 1 prag " N
taxassessment is called for. Fiel i fthe taxd tmustbe
sensitised to refrain from blind ;mmulofmxenuximisaum'rhelaws
could be ked to facilitate settl to certain thresh-

of di up
olds at the assessment stage itself, Mlhafomulpeermvwwmechan m.

Al videos from China are
coming for the world

CHINESE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE companies are laser-focused on closing the

it'sp can petitiver nValley.
lsptnuome laying dwith Vidu 2.0,a Al vids
dubbeda "n-ﬁll‘lSnn.Rzluxdhnwe:kbySheng
shu Technology — aﬂel]lng -based start- upwﬁh(bwduba:kbomofﬂlh\ueu

HE BUDGET 2025-26 will
be presented against the
backdrop of a marked
slowdown of the Indian
economy in Q2 of 2024-
25 toaseven-quarter low of 5.4%, lead-
ing to a downgrading of the gross
domestic product (GDP) growth fore-
casts for 2024-25 from around 7% ear-
lier to around 6.5%. The ongolng
geopolitical conflicts and
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@ MODERN COOPERATIVES

Union home minister Amit Shah

The cooperative sector will be modernised with
isation and data centr

Multi-modal

facllmu to alleviate farmers and farming are
underway. We are working on huge godowns

® BUDGET FOCUS
THE GOVT NEEDS TO ACTTO PROTECT INDUSTRIES AND TO FOSTER THEM TO CREATE MORE JOBS

Revive manufacturing growth

NAGESH KUMAR

Director, Institute for Studies in industrial
lopment

upheavals of Trump 2.0 trade policy
create furtheruncertainties foralready
stagnant exports and reduced inflows
of foreign direct investment (FDI).
The slowdown is largely due to the
of the

would help to crowd

in private investment.
The Budget should bolster growth
engines not only to revive the growth
rate but also accelerate it from 6-7%

ready-made garments.
Why the apparel sector? Not only
because apparel is among the highest

butalso

sider extending PLI, among other
incentives, to push large business
houses to foster garment exports ina
big way. Many large business houses,
including Aditya Birla Group, Tatas,
Reliance, and Raymonds, have been
active in garment retail (often nut
Chinese
They need to be pushed to not only
localise garment manufacturing
ithin th yforlocal and export
markets, but also leverage their global
imlnCEl to create jobs and incomes, If

because India has the best chance of suc-
oo

to the 7-8% range in the med

sector from 7.0% to 2.2%.Ag)

term. The of decent job cre-
ation d: ds that these engines

growth actually improved from 2.0%
to 3.5% in Q2, and the services sector
continued a robust 7.1% growth. The
slowdown of industrial activity has

focus on accelerating the manufactur-
ing sector, particularly the labour-
intensive industries.

Delpi!e India’s natural

affected the
The can

ge in labour-

be traced to trends l;:nnsumption,
investment, and exports. While gov-
ernment consumption has come out
of an elections-related squeeze of -
0.2% in Q1 to a 4.4% growth in Q2,
the growth of private consumption
expenditure has moderated from
7.4% in Q1 to 6.0% in Q2. The fixed
investment growth has declined from
7.5%in Q1 to 5.4% in Q2. India's mer-
chandise exports during April-Decem-
ber 2024 grew at a very marginal rate
of L.6%to $321.71 billion.

Therefore, the finance minister's
key priority would be to revive the
growth rate of the economy by build-
ing on the momentum in the govern-
ment capex that she started in the
2023-24.Even though actual delivery
of the budgeted capex has fallen short
due to institutional capacity and elec-
ticm mhud code of conduct, Mgher
Y for

full value chain, right from growing cot-
ton to yam to fabrics to garments in the
country, besides the cost of labour. Yet
India fares poorly among the top
exporters of apparel with 518 billion
worthof exports anda mar-
ginal 3.6% share of the

some | like PLI helps, it
would be worthwhile.

The Budget could also address the
larger issue of dumping of manufac-
tured goods from labour-intensive
consumer goods to intermediate goods
such as steel and machinery from
China. To become the "factory of the
world”, China has built huge capacities
for production of all manufactured

However, the rising protection-
ist backlash has affected the ability of
China to export them to advanced
economies. Hence, dumping their
goods in India’s fast-growing markets,
with the expanding middle class
becoming an easy target, is a conve-
nient option, Nikkei Asia reported that
dumping from China in Southeast Asia

sectors, Indian- nance bal market in 2022.
made goods are increas- "2. fi A glmuparud more than
ingly giving way to - ister's key 10 times at $182 billion,
imported ones asevident  priority would be  Bangladeshs exports were
from shopping malls to revive the worth §45 billion,and Viet-
which are full of goods rowth nam §35 billion.The -
that are not made Inslndh 9 rate of the ing restructuring of m
— beitgarments,artificial LEE by focusing on
flowers, gl crock- on the on a
ery,plasticware, furniture,  momentum in the  China«1 basis,p
and decorative items, govt capex in the context of the
among other household expected high Trump tar-
goods, often sold under iffson Chinese exports(and
Indian brand names, in the context of
These rather simple technology prod Wk ),
ucts have been made by lndhn mltm. offera, unityto India.

small, and medium enterprises
(MSMESs) and larger firms for decades.
The July 2024 Budget extended the
production-linked incentives (PLI) to
two labour-intensive sectors, namely
leather and toys, beyond the 14 sunrise
sectors that were already covered. It is
time to focus attention on apparel or

ifferent studies, including the
India Industrial Development Report
2024-25 prepared by the Institute for
Studies in Industrial Development,
have pointed to the small scales of

had led to the cl fover 2,500 fac-
torles inThailand alone in the past year,
forcing the government totake steps to
protect the local industry.

The threat of dumping to destroy
the local industry, especially the
MSMEs and millions of jobs, is real. The
government needs to act not only to
protect these industries but also to fos-
ter them to create more jobs, taking
advantage of growing demand. The
Budget could initiate action in that

7 in India being subop
for the poor performance in the
apparel sector. This Budget may con-

Views are personal

Avision for 5 crore jobs in the heartland

TV MOHANDAS PAI
NISHA HOLLA

Respectively chairman and research fellow, Sonek Capital

The upcoming Budget could focus on special
economic zones as a transformative strategy
to transform rural areas into growth engines

the

wmldnnn Irnq;el lmn wnm INDIA HAS UNDERGONE transforma- recorded 1.67 crore new enrollments in
hedip yfacial tive progress over the past decadeunder ~ FY24 following 1.49 crore in FY22 and
y the National Democratic Alliance gov- 1.67 crore in FY23, While there is con-
lnd.indnm that thelewere Al-gi d.(These ! seem!nph&ue t, ad g two sig p data-
d.Inamatter of ges. First,the nation has seen th bases, these trends indicate robust

was i’lzmuuuﬁhdbsof Donald'l‘mmp ayhv((ormunlkally embracing Elon ! P geinits history,

Musk.Th ovidi 1} such as

Dataalsoindicates genuine employ-

odaya Yojana-National Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission. Creating suitable local
employment remains crucial to sus-
taining this trend.
The case for SEZs

The upcoming Budget 2025-26

these markets will create tremendous
opportunities in India.
women'’s
rddpldom By providing local
emp]oyment opportunities and inte-
grating the Kaushal scheme for skill
development, SEZs could address com-
faced

hy atlevels 550 hmulng, water, and electricity. Second, ment creation rather than mere for- offersa unique opportunity to address muting and 5
cheapatlunthe h)dutryavuage. extensive infrastructure has been built mallntlmL Forinstance, 56,023 estab- g ent by women, further boosting their par-
Vidu2 ds of anoth Al toconnect the country’s diverse regions. began g to the g lpechl employ- ticipation.
O\Im lhe launch of DeepSeek-V3 late hn ma:th No( only did this hrg! hnm As the world’s fastest-growing large EPF for the first time in FY 24, formalis- ment (SEZs) trans- Offer tax incentives: Businesses
P ' T P economy, India must focus on creating  ing 11.2 lakh jobs, while the remaining  formative strategy to create five crore  registering in SEZs would benefit from
Th thenew high-quality jobs for its burg g 1.53 crore rep new job creation. lobsoverﬂveywﬂnlndulheanhnds 1g-ti
Us good P P its d lly, over 48- These and growth,
1“\,'. Al sector. Th ks S ——————————— Provi
;&wﬁﬁ;‘ . e Economic growth and ;YO% b 'uh m;';‘_';: i oo em:rlt:yu Realising the vision
Vidu 2.0 offers an English-language interface, axslm@u'l‘achnolngyseeml to employment trends Years across the two data- registering in SEZs would receive grants of Achieving this ambitious goal
India's nominal gross domestic bases, further highlight- Id benefit from €2,000 per month per new requires substantial budgetary alloca-
tainty. But it didn’( ukzlongﬁonhemol to expose Itl product (GDP) has grown from €113.5 ing genuine opportunities oy e R employee forthe first 24 tion in 2025-26 and sustained invest-
roots. When resident trillion in FY14 toanestimated €324.1  for youni‘:/mnn It is tax months, along ments in g years. This fund-
rillion in FY25 g unlikely that such a high encouraging age of EPFO and ESI con- ingwould drive the creation of globally
aurydmied_The platﬁwm ‘must follow regulations, 10% compound annual growth rate  proportion of young indi- long-term tributions. These incen- competitive clusters; foster comple-
andit and a cumulative growth of 185% over viduals  would be i tives would help offset mentary urbanisation to support indus-
ges of political figures from being manipulated. It 11 years. This has d for if these and andproduc-  trial hubs; and enhance workforce
seemed odd that | could easily make Trump break been accompanied by a rise in formal  were merely existing jobs sustainable growth tivity gapl during lhe ini- skilling and ensure fair wages, verified
down in tears, but couldn't generate content of XL dbydatafrom  being tial phase. through EPF or ESI contributions,

11\em s evidence of political views baked into
‘When lasked thech. the

CATHERINE Chinue Communist Party's human rights track
ord in Xinjiang, it lebrati

THORBECKE  [rorin Xinilang, it spewed a response ceebrating

Bloomberg of human rights", and the "harmonious mulnenm

of various ethnic groups” in the

(hz Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF)
and Employees State Insurance (ESI)
systems. These reliable databases,
linked to Aadhaar, track actual contri-
butions, reflecting genuine job creation.

Despite challenges posed by the
EPFand ESI

However, challenges
remain. Many jobs pay less than
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have rebounded strongly. In TFY24
alone, the EPF recorded 1.64 crore new
subscribers after 1.38 crore in FY22 and
1.58 crore in FY23. Already in FY25,
from April to October, 1.1 crore new
subscribers have been recorded. The ESI
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A mockery of
democracy

Apropos of “It's raining handouts” (FE,
January 24), the election mmpagn in
Delhi has become a sop war b

repercussions of such giveaways,
highlighting how they erode states'
ability to invest in long-term
development. Many states, already
budenad wnh high devhcns are

g to

parties that are competitively offering
goodies in cash, kind, and services

to gullible voters. Election manifestos
are promissory notes now, not
statements of future plans and
policies. The Reserve Bank of india has
repeatedly cautioned against fiscal

fund !hese schemes. Maharashtrais
the latest example. The freebie culture
is not only vitiating the electoral
process but also making a mockery

of Indian democracy. The Election
Commission should take note of this.
~Gregory Fernandes, Mumbai

g industries that cater to

‘Revdi culture’ not
going anywhere

Although Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had asked to end the "“revdi
culture” in Indian politics, his party is
not walking the talk. Instead, in the
national capital it looks like that all
three major parties — Aam Aadmi
Party, Congress and the Bharatiya
Janata Party — are trying to outdo
each other by offering various kinds of
sops to Delhi voters. What is ironic is

and ensure inclusive eco-
nomic progress.

that despite seeing how Himachal
Pradesh and Punjab are struggling
with their finances after promising
various freebies to their voters, none
of the three parties have learmnt their
lessons. They ought to be more
pragmatic and reasonable in their
approach. It is certain that the freebie
culture is not going anywhere,
however sad it is.

~—Bal Govind, Noida

@Write to us at feletters@expressinda.com
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Loans and liabilities
SC tells banks to fix property title checks

HE Supreme Court’s ruling onimproper loan
sanctions by banks underscores a crucial flaw
in India’s banking practices — the lack of
robust tithe venfication for mort gaged proper
ties. This oversight jeopandises public funds,
risks fraudulent transactions and compromises finandal
stability. Highlighting a specific case, the SC pointed out
that loans sanctioned on properties with unresolved tithe
disputes could have been avoided with rigomus title
scarches. Currently, banks rely onempanelled lawyers for
these reports, but the absence of standardised guidelines
hasresulted in inconsistencies and errors, The judgment
has rightly directed the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to
collsborate with stakeholders to establish a uniform
mechanism for tith cheamnoe reports.
The SC's prosctive theee
aspects, First, it ecommends eriminal Babality for bank off)-
dals who approve loans based on defective tithe reports,
ensuring accountability within the sector. Second, the RBI
must standardise the foes and qual ity benchmarks for tithe
e ports, discouraging cost-cutting measues that compro-
mise accumcy. Lastly, banks are urged to prioritise dili-
ence, preventing fraud and safeguarding public interest
The directive also scknowledges practical challenges,
such as the status of older or under-construction proper-
ties thit often lack certificates. These grey arcas necessh
tate legal clarity 1o balance regulatory compliance with
operational feasibility. As loans against property represent
a significant portion of banking portfolios, especially for
small and medium enterprises, the sector must act swift-
ly. The RBI's adherence to the SC guidance is essential
notanly 1o restore public trust but alsoto fortify the finan-
ol systeom agadnst vl bilities. In mph '}
these reforms, India's banking sector hasan opportunity
10 set a precedent for due diligence and asccountability in
property-backed lending. The message is clear: public
funds cannot be collateral damage in the race for profit.

Curbing cacophony
HC takes tough stand on use of loudspeakers

1E Bombay High Court has sad that the use of
sudspeakers ks not an essential pant of any rel

oon. This is music to the cars of every Indian

who is assadled by the not-sodivine din on

almost o daily basls, Flagging nolse as a major

health hagard, the court has directed law enforcement agen-
des 10 take prompt action against ownersusers of loud-
speakers that treach the dedbel imits, Though the case
pertaing to Maharashtra, the public nusance |s prevalent

Pt

N the memrygoround
world of global politics,
here's how the cokie is
crumbling this week

US President Donald Trump
has told Far News that he spoke
to Chinese President Xi Jinping
last week, just before his inaugu
ral, on “Tiktok, trade and Tak
wan” and that the conversation
was friendly. Now we know that
Trump had invited Xi to his
inaugural too, but Xi sent Vice-
President Han Zheng instead
Moreover, Trump has sinoe both
called off his proposed ban on
Tiktok as well as his campaign
harrumph on imposing tafls
(s high as 60 per cent) on China.

We also know that Indian offi-
clals in the embassy in Washing:
ton DC had requested the Tramp
transition team, on the eve of the
inaugural, foran invite for Pime
Minister Modi to attend. But
Trump's men remonstrated,
saying there was too much hap-
pening and not enough time
some such exouse.

Instead, they gave External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar o
front-row seat 1o all the goings
on thit afternoon. (No one
knows where Han Zheng sat)
The Americans, keenly aware
that perception is half of any
foreign  policy success, also
organised o Quad meeting the
day after — it sent a message Lo
the Chinese that you may be
snapping at our heels, but hey,
we have India, Australia and
Japan in our pack

The bigger message to every
one, especially India is that Naya
America has no problems talk ing
o anyone — it's enough to look
around you and notice how
nations are changing friends
faster than the flow of the Ganga

OPINION

OUTREACH: It's & good thing that PM Modi is secking an sardy meeting with Trump, »n

atthe Maha Kumbh. One month
ago, Trump wis threatening hell
or higgh water with Xi— he is now
purdng like a Siamese ct. And
carlier this week, a team from
Pukistan's  ISI establishment
flew to Bangladesh, for the first
time since 2000 mere days
after a Bangladeshi military del-
egation led by Lt Gen SM Kam-
ml Hassan, the Principal Staff
Officer of the Armed Forves Divi-
sion, few to Islamabad

In the midkdle of this churning,
the only bond that has remained
steadfast i the one thit both sides
define as bang “higher than the
mountaing, deeper than the seas
and sweeter than honey”" — the
one between Pakistan and China,

So dear Reader, as you watch
the carth turn on its axis, watch
also the shrivelling of old alle-
wances and the theill that comes
with bullding new ones, In Pun-
Jab, you cast off the okd and the
unwanted at Lohri, because at
Makar Sankmnti, when the
month of Magh unveils tself, a
new workd awaits,

See what Magh has heralded
for the workd so fur : New friend.
ships between the US and Chi-
na, an underlining of old ties
between China and Pakistan as
well a5 an unusual intimacy

Ihe problem with
New Delhiis thatit
allows emotionto
comeinthe way of

the games big
nations play.

between Pakistan and
Bangladesh — they were part of
one country, after all, once upon
a time, until the world shifted in
1071 and a new nation was born.

Now the world is shifting
again It's dear thatthe IS is in
charge of Bangladesh. Chief
Adviser Muhammad Yunus has
turned out t be a ‘mukhauta’
who has played his role as sav
four 1o the hilt — it doesn’t mat-
ter if and when he moves on,
Pakistan has won the latest
round in the great game unfold-

ing ance again in South Asia.

India may be on the back foot
in Bangladesh — which is why
it's agood thing it isstanding by
its old friend, Shelkh Hasina,
And since the IS1 s back in Dha.
ko, you can bet your kst taka
that the attempt 1o destabilise
India's North-east will be the
new game in lown,

Remember;, dear Reader, that
Manipur continues to burn, after
almost two years, that Assim is
stting on a powderkeg, that
Mizoram is so unsetthed — that
Bangadesh is next door,

S0 as Foreign  Secretary
Vikram Misri fies to Belfing on
Republic Day — and the symbol -
fsm on that one will wait to be
explained another day — the fact
remains that the recent Modi-Xi
embmce in Kazan, Russia, no
doubt brokered by Russion Pres-
Mdent Viadimir Putin, allowed
both India and China to return a
series of conversations on their
long-standing territorial dispute.

That's a good thing. Mucdh bet
ter W Jaw-jaw than to warwar
especially if you consider the
enoemous  military  disparity
tetween India and China, So
while the agreement allows Indi.
an troops 10 return to patrolling
arcas they could not since April
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ter to jaw-jaw than to war-war

The bigger message to everyone is that Naya America has no problems talking toanyone

2020, it is still undear where the
buffer zones Be and whether
both sides are returning o a pre-
April 2020 position.

Meanwhile, it's a good thing
oo that PM Mo is secking an
carly meeting with Trump — he
will understand the extent of
the US-China tango that is cur-
rently unfolding, with Elon
Musk in attendance as Chief
Lisison Officer Clearly both
Trump and Musk want to rebal
ance the highly unequal trade
that is currently in China's
favour, but they have no prob-
lem talking to the enemy.

1t's what Putin is also current
ly doing cirding, fencing,
Jousting with Trump. Let's talk,
he's saying, what is it exactly
that you want? Even as Putin
rained destruction on his blood
brothers in Ukraine these last
two years, it is clear he has pre-
pared for a conversation with Joe
Biden's successor,

The problem with New Delhi
Isthat it allows emotion to come
in the way of the games big
nations play. Unlike Trump and
Putin and Xi — who are always
willing to negotiate with their
enemies because the first rule
of thumb in all politics is to
keep your friends close and
your enemies closer P
Modi won't talk to Pakistan for
anumber of reasons, Cross-bor
der terrorism, anyone?

But then again the news is that
Delhi is unhappy with Nepal PM
KP O becuuse he dared to first
travel to Belfing instead of com.
ing toDelhi, and soan Ol visitto
Delhi is being forever post-
poned. It's another matter that
the prime benefactors of both
Pukistan and Nepal are China
#0 the mystifying question, why
i India punishing the peoples of
these countries even if itdoesn’t
agree with thelr governments?

Ever wondered what pre
vents this incredibly diverse,
ancient nation that has always
followed its own rhythms from
achieving greatness” In this
month of Magh, the answers
beckon, you just have to know
where to look for them.

oountrywide. Loudspeakens or public address systems we
beazenly used at places ofwors hip, sometimes without even
taking permission from the suthonties, Fearful of hurting
religious sentiments, the police are often reluctant to take
action on complaints lodged by inste citizens. At times, even
agerieved persons shy away from informing cops as they
we afrad of being tangeted in the neighbourhood.

The Notse Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules
were framed 25 years ago with the objective of “main-
taining ambient alr quality standards in respect of
noise”, However, their enforcement has left a lot to be
desired. Ironically, violators cite Articles 19 (freedom of
speech and expression) and 25 (freedom of religion) of
the Constitution to justify the disturbance caused by
them, However, the Bombay HC has made it clear that
these rights are not infringed upon if the go-ahead for
installing loudspeakers is denled in public interest.

In these polarised times, public address systems
have become instruments of religious one-upmanship
They played a role in the communal clashes that broke
out in several states after Ram Navami and Hanuman
Jayanti processions in 2022, prompting the UP Govern-
ment to launch a crackdown on unauthorised loud-
speakers at religious places. Such strict action needs to
be taken across the country to save hapless peaple from
becoming a forced sudience. Their health and wellbe-
ing depend a lot on a good night's sleep. As far as the
priests and devotees are concerned, they should realise
that loudness isn't next to godliness.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.
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Theunity conference

WE e an fir froen betng pesstrmists as any bumin coukd be, baut we
confess that from what we have read of the preliminary ddibera.
tions of someof the sectional commitiees, we have no high hopes of

‘ W of Uy | probdem belng found asthe
result of the meeting of the Unity Committee ot Delhd. The first
essential thing for such a solution, the existence of the necessary
atmosphere, seems to be wanting, [n the first place, it is still imag
Ined In some quarters that self government is of mose vital impor
tance & ly than her, hence the ndency on the
part of some advocites of the supposed interests of the latter to
explot the zeal and eamestness of the former in the matter of self-
government for thelr own communal purpose, The position taken
up by those persons is different only in form from that which, inthe
days ofthe Khilafut agitiation, was tersely summed up, in the course
of private talk, by more than one Muslim public man in the phrase,
“huur Swarg and our Khilafut”, It was forgotten then that apart from
its eqaal intrinsic imy ) , Swira) was essen-
tial for the Musil i Inclia ey hat political pow-
erwhich alonecould give it an effectivevoloe in intemational affais.
It is eqqually forgotten now that Swaryj is essential for the Muslim
community having that effective voioe in national and communal
affuirs that is i birthright. Today, in spite of the advantages which
magoity communities have in some minor mutters, in all matters of
magor importance, all communities are in the same position,

Agrandfatherwho
became agodfather

Som DurrVasupeva

Few people know that Sultanwind residents played a signifi
cant role in the freedom struggle. Many of them were killed or
injured in the Jalllanwala Bagh massacre

Recently, | had a life-threatening accident, which left my left leg
and shoulder fractured. As | reflect on my life, my thoughts tumn to
my late grandfather, who was the embodiment of simplicity, humdl
ity and love. A pure Brahmin who redited bhajans, he wore a simple
dhoti and khaddar kurta. His life was marked by devotion not just
to God but also to those around him. He was deeply revered in our
village for his selflessness and kindness. Living a life of quiet digni-
ty, he was always willing to help those in need.

A simple man running a modest shop, he made our lives rich in ways
money coukd never measure. When my Sither abandoned me and my sick
mother, it was my grandfatherwho took us in. Despite his meagie means,
e provided shelter and cae with a beart 1l of grace.

To make ends meet, he took up a job as a postman. At hisage, thiswas
no small task, yet he delivered the mall with unwavering dedioation
Later, he became the village's branch postmaster, eaming a modest
Rs 6 a month, Despite his lack of formal education, he performed his
duties with incredible efMiciency, even though most postal records were
in English, a language he was not familiar with,

With his small income from the shop and the post office job, he
ensured that my mother and | had food, shelter and most importantly,
the opportunity for me 1 pursue my studies.

Every day, he woulkd set out for the Upper Bari Doab Canal before dawn,
& bag in hand followed by a pack of dogs. Whether it was the scorching
summer heat or the winter chill, he camied on with his routine, deeping
inthe shop without so much as o fan, He loved mnimals, especially cows.
When one of his cows, entrusted 1o a friend for care, died, he wept ke o
child. Yet, even in his grief, he continued to cue forus

Before the Purtition, he had earneda petition writer's licence; he served
villagers by writing petitions in Urdu, When the language of administrs.
tive work changed to Purgabl, be laurned Gurmukhi, despite being over
0 ot that time. His will ingness 1o Jearn and adapt was remurkable — an
example of perseverance that | carry with me to this day

Amid every hardship, he believed that good days were shead, and he
instilled this hope inme. When 1completed my law degree and became
an advocate, he organised langar to celebrate my success. His pride in
my achievements was o treasure that still fills my heart,

He lived 1o the age of 100, Had it not been for his love and support,
my alling mother and 1 would not have survived. He was like o
demigod tous. He was not just a grandfuther; he was a godfather, a bea-
con of strength and compassion. [ will forever be indebted to him for
his sacrifice, love and unwavering fuith in me.

To those who are fortunate enough to have such elders, cherish
them. The morml is simple: care for your elders and respect them, Do
not abandon them in homes for the elderly ot the mercy of strangers
They are the true pillars of our lives

I was born in Sultanwind village of Amritsar district in 1028

OUGE

Good relations with our neighbours are essential for peace, stability and prosperity in the region. —Manmobansingh

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

freebies
Refer o “The freebie race’; the BJP, aim
ing 1o regain power in Delhi after nearly
thive deasdes, has unvedled a slew of prom:
isex that echo the strategy adopted by its
madn rival, the Aam Aadmi Purty. Folitical
parties generlly try towoo the poorest seco
tions with money. They sidestep critical
Issues such as poverty, environmental sus
tainability, urban plnning and public
health, which require ungent attention in
cities like Delhi, India's progress hinges
on balancing immediate welfure needs

Tackle canine menace

Apropos of ' Dog bite crisiy’; stray canine
bite cases are rising not only in Punjab
but also across the country. Fet dogs, too,
don't lag behind, Schoolkchildren and
sendor citizens are the soft targets
Attacks by dogs disrupt children's stud
fes, and their parents have 1 bear hefty
medical expenses. However, it s worri.
some that neither Central nor state gov-
ermments are very serious sbout tackling
this problem. Apart from lasunching
awareness campaigns and conducting

with the pursuit of longt
and sodal goals. A government's role is o
ensure equality for all, besides freedom
from hunger, disease and poverty, instead
of doling out money 1o beneficiaries.

S5 PAUL, NADIA (W)

ECl a mere spectator
Apropos of “The freebie rece’; the main cul
prit behind the mad race to offer freeblesto
woters is the Election Commission of India
(ECD, which is a toothless tiger devoid of
preventive and punitive powers o stop
political parties from making short-term,
economically llconceived polides to grab
wotes. The ECI should be vested with pow-
ers 1o delist parties making a mockery of
democracy. Freebies announced by nation
al parties has skewed the playing fleld to
the detriment of smaller parties, besides
promoting a no-work culture

ANIL VINAYAK, AMRITSAR

Proactive steps a must
Refer 0 'Dog bite crisis’; the media s
doing well to bulld public opinion and spur
varkous stakeholders, especially the gow
ernment, to initiate prooctive steps to curb
the dog bite epidemic, India has scquired
the dublous distinetion of being & haven for
sty dogs. Animal lovers need 1o clariy
whether animal rights take precedence
over human rights. Experts bolieve that
mass vacanation and sterilisation of dogs ks
not feasibie in a resource-deficient country
Nke ours. Any met hod that is adopted hasto
cover more than 80 per cent of the dog pop-
ulation to be effective.

VITULL K GUPTA,

drives,  oollaboration
between the governments and municipal
autharities concerned is the need of the
hour to curb the menace

MO SHARMA, SHIMLA

Maha Kumbh phenomenon
The Maha Kumbh figures on the
UNESCO list as the largest peaceful
religious congregation of pllgrims on
carth, It is a festival of positivity and
spiritual harmony. From Naga Sadhus to
Aghoeis and other pilgrims, the Maha
Kumbh offers all of them a platform to
achieve inner peace and connect with
divinity. A dip in Triveni Sangam — the
confluence of Ganga, Yamuna and
Saraswati — is considered beneficial for
washing away one's sins. A congrega.
tion of 450 million, including Indians
und foreigners, in Prayagra) (Allahabad)
is o one of -a-kind phenomenon

KIRTI WADHAWAN, KANPUR

Few takers for museums
Refer to ‘India’s museums reflect govt
apathy to heritage'; for all the pride we
take in the glories of the past, our indif.
ference towards their preservation
shows us in a poor light. Most of our
are poorly tained. Per
haps the general disinterest of the peo
ple, who avold visiting museums, s
mainly responsible for the state of
affairs. Ironically, a religious symbol or
idol found buried somewhere ix kely to
draw greater attention than a relic of
outstanding historical value

MUMBAI
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

REFORM TAX LAWS
INBUDGET TO REDUCE
COST OF COMPLIANCE

HE Union Budget is just round the corner and expecta-

tions are peaking over cuts in the personal income tax

rates. While presenting her seventh budget last July,

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had offered

limited tax relief, which failed to improve individuals'
purchasing power: The decline in wages and persistent rise
in prices have tightened household budgets, which is reflect-
ed in private consumption steadily going south_ If consump-
tion grew at a mere 7.45 percent in the first quarter of 2024-25,
the growth further slowed to 5.96 percent in the second quar-
ter: So the upcoming budget needs to focus on boosting con-
sumption—and one simple way is through tax cuts. Sithara-
man had announced an overhaul of income tax laws last
July; reports suggest the government may introduce a bill
for it in the forthcoming parliamentary session. While such
a legislative change takes its own time, Sitharaman might
want to consider a partial rollout of tax reforms when she
presents the budget next week.

The Income Tax Act 1961 has been amended almost every
year. The mundzss deletions and additions have rendered
the Act ble to an and have
increased the cost of 1k and ad ation. They
have also emerged as the biggest cause for litigation. Despite
repeated attempts to rewrite it, the 1961 Act remains an un-
finished agenda. Every effort to overhaul only makes one
thing clear—that the old law is way too complicated, wlt.h

provisions that i overlapping or
and even inconsistent with basic tax prlnclples It fails tu
deal with routine ions, all g for tax avoid;

that has serious revenue consequences. lnshnn.thecurmnt
law goes against the goal of ensuring a reliable, equitable
and non-distortionary source of revenue.

Tax reform is a complex economic and political process.
Any proposed change must remove distortions and mini-
mise the cost of compl and admi -ation. Impor-
tantly, it must include Adam Smith’s doctrine of equity,
economic efficiency and simplicity While overhauling the
tax laws, the government must remember that the purpose
of taxation is not to encourage growth; rather, it should be
designed to be revenue-neutral. Income tax laws must be
such that they are easy to obey, but hard to disobey

PLOT SKILLS MAP BEFORE
REFORMING HIGHER EDU

NDIAN students studying abroad are getting increasingly

caught in geopolitical crossfires. A few years ago, the speed

at which tens of thousands of students could be repatriated

from places as farflung as Beijing and Kyiv depended on the

diplomatic levers India could pull. Then an unseemly spat
with Justin Trudeau’s Canada furrowed the brows of lakhs
of Indian parents whose kids study there. When Donald
Trump won his second term with a hard message against im-
migrants, many Indian students started looking elsewhere as
they realised staying back to earn dollars after getting the
degree would be tougher: So it's no surprise that France is now
trying to get a larger slice of this lucrative market. The direc-
tor of Paris’s Sclences Po recently dinged his global competi-
tion when he said that, unlike other countries, France would
not make it difficult for Indians seeking student visas.

The food fight is over a massive pie. Last year, the govern-
ment informed parliament that more than 13 lakh Indian
students were studying abroad and that the total had grown
by about half in half a decade. This outflow costs Indian
families a lot—by one estimate, the forex outgo for studying
abroad was almost $50 billion in 2022, It also reflects a chang-
ing India. The richest fifth of the Indian population can now
afford the costs that would have been out of reach for most
of them even a decade ago. The number of seats in India, on
the other hand, has not kept apace; nor has the number of
top institutes. The latest Times Higher Education World
University Rankings by Subject, released Thursday, accom-
modated only one Indian institute in its top 100 for the first
time—the Indian Institute of Science, at the 99th spot.

Given this recent surge in outflow and increasing geopo-
litical uncertainties, the government might want to repriori-
tise a few plans beyond the weather-beaten demand-supply
analysis. First, it should formulate curriculums for the fu-
ture economy, as China did more than a decade ago. Second,
it should map the skill requirements across Industries—a
plan more spoken of than acted upon. And then, it must in-
centivise universities to ramp up infrastructure and faculty
to fit the new map. It's easier said, for sure. But the changing
reality says the urgency to act is greater than ever before.

8 QUICK TAKE

QUIET, PLEASE

T times, we might feel thankful that the holiest tenets of

the largest religions were set before man harnessed elec-

tricity. So the rules for using modern-day equipment are
left to interpretation by the judiciary On Thursday, the Bom-
bay High Court ruled that the use of loudspeakers is not an
essential part of any religion. Directing the Mumbai police to
strictly implement noise control rules, justices Ajay Gadkari
and Shyam Chandak rightly observed, “Noise is a major health
hazard on various aspects.” All religions make our air more
hazardous in this manner. If we want our cities to be more
liveable, we must apply the rules without fear or favour.

Resident Editor (Kerala): Kienn Prakashv® Astlihzd by RK
Kochl. Vol 53 No.22. @I feg. No. 24964/73. Phane: 0484-2002220, Faux 04B4-2400199.

N April 3, 1950, law minister B
R Ambedkar announced the
formation of an unofficial ad-
visory committee for drafting
the Hindu Code Bill. On hear-
ing this, Congress leader and
Constituent Assembly mem-
ber Ammu Swaminathan created a
storm while seeking the participation
of women’s organisations in the talks.
‘When she mentioned that the bill would
affect women more than men, the male-
dominated House erupted in laughter.

Instead of being silenced, she called
out the blatant display of sexism in the
country’s highest law-making body, the
provisional parliament: “Every time
that any question of women's rights
comes up in this House, there is general
laughter as if it is a joke. I do not mean
it as a joke. I would like the law minis-
ter to tell us whether, in view of the fact
that the Hindu Code really affects wom-
en very largely, and there are several
women'’s organisations in India, they
have been asked to send representatives
to this advisory committee.” She didn’t
drop the questions till Ambedkar gave
her a clear reply that women's organi-
sations were indeed invited.

This was just one of the many in-
stances of sexism I came across while
researching a book on the women in In-
dia’s Constituent Assembly. Women
had to continuously battle patriarchy
in their fight for progressive laws and
political representation. Most of the
rights that Indian women enjoy today
are a result of their visionary thinking,
perseverance and advocacy. Unfortu-
nately, their achievements are often at-
tributed to prominent male leaders and
their names remain invisible.

Whenever I talk about feminist leaders
from pre-independent India, I make it a
point to mention the decades of struggle
they endured to give Indian women the
most basic of rights—the right to vote. It
is important to highlight this fact against
misinformation that often paints a false

of Indian women getting the right
easily, without struggle.

In 1917, a delegation of women activ-
ists from across India led by Sarojini
Naidu msde a representation to lé'le

d C i e-
manding women’s suffrage. The British
government formed the mmmnssmn lo

Ifwe are to deserve this Constitution,
we have to make up our minds to work
it into something alive, something that

will be of benefit to every citizen

Though they were vastly outnumbered by men and often faced
derision, the women Iin the Constituent Assembly fought hard
to ensure some of our most cherished rights

THE FOUNDING
MOTHERS OF OUR
CONSTITUTION

T

ANGELLICA ARIBAM

date support, while Naidu moved reso-
lutions at the Congress sessions in Bi-
japur and Bombay.

They won a monumental vu:tory
when the 1919 Act allowed the provin-
cial legislatures to enfranchise women
if they deemed it fit. Over the next few
years, women leaders agitated in the
provinces and secured the right to vote
in Madras, Bombay, United Provinces
and Bengal. But only a fraction of the
women population could vote, as it was
guaranteed conditionally on property

how to i
ernance in India; it was to be the besls
for the Government of India Act 1918,
The suffragists decided to adopt a
multi-pronged approach. In 1918, some
of them travelled to Britain to consoli-

TECH

ONGAL in Tamil Nadu is the

) time during which people in

several other parts of India

serenade the late winter

winds by flying kites and cel-

ebrate the Sun’s movement

northwards. But this season,
we saw flights of a different kind in
Tamil Nadu—of drones.

Tamil Nadu’s first batch of women
trained under prime minister's Drone
Didi scheme are much in demand to
help farmers spray fertilisers and pes-
ticides. They even water fields by re-
motely navigating the heavy machines.
So much is the promise of the scheme
that a Drone Didi has been invited to
attend President Draupadi Murmu’s
Republic Day party in acknowledgment
of anew league of entrepreneurs.

From robotics to genomics and 3D
printing to artificial intelligence,
emerging technologies require a new
kind of imagination, skill sets, institu-
tional behaviour and policy measures.
Lnsurprlsmglv both excitement and

these new
gles am high at present. The good news
is that grassroots measures like Drone
Didi signal a heightened sensitivity and
sensibility around them in our policy
circles. Drone education, in particular,
is mushrooming across India.

That’s not all. Last week, advertise-
ments for robotic surgery from a local
hospital stared at me from newspapers,
while a small industrial shed in my
neighbourhood started offering 3D
printing services.

At about the same time, from the oth-
er side of the world we saw images of
four tech titan—Sundar Pichai of Goog-
le, Jeff Bezos of Amazon, Elon Musk of
Tesla and Mark Zuckerberg of Meta—
photographed together as Donald
Trump took office for his second term
at the White House. These four gents are
today among the planet’s richest and
the most influential, with age still on
their side, thanks to their ability to spot
and ride new technological waves.

e next wave may well wash ashore
an entirely new bunch. And for all we
know, the global high table may shift to
another country by then as

L
Lead author of The fifieet
Founder of Femme First Foundation

SOURNY 4%

leaders travelled to the League of Na-
tions in Geneva. This move received
widespread coverage at home and
abroad. Soon after; the Government of
India Act 1935 was passed. It enabled as
many as 6 million Indian women to con-
test and vote in elections, Through their
activism, these women leaders created
widespread acceptance of the idea of
universal adult franchise, culminating
with its inclusion in the Constitution.
Their work was not limited to political
rights, but also included social reform.

income or other criterions. Mcsl of the women in the Constituent

The leaders ded their v ‘were also bers of the All-
and fought for umversa] Bdult fran- India meen 's Conference, a prominent
chise. To gal inter sup- or ion formed in 1927. It fought to

port, ankuman Amrit Kaur, Ammu
Swaminathan and a few other women

A

ban polygamy, outlaw child marriage,
raise the age of consent, and give prop-

US TO THE FUTURE

erty rights to women. Their social re-
form agenda was often at odds with reli-
gious practices, and it was felt that the
only way to ensure gender parity was
with the adoption of secular civil codes.

In the Constituent Assembly, Hansa
Mehta and Amrit Kaur fought to incor-
porate uniform civil code as a funda-
mental right. On November 22, 149,
Mehta appealed, “We have too many
personal laws in this country and these
personal laws are dividing the nation
today It is therefore very essential if we
‘want to build up one nation to have one
civil code.” It was seriously deliberated
upon and included in the directive prin-
ciples of state policy because of their
efforts. Kaur and Begum Qudsia Rasul’s
passionate pleas led to the removal of
religion-based special privileges.

Naturally, the women leaders were
ardent supporters of the progressive
Hindu Code Bill. But they faced stiff op-
position from the male members who
considered provisions such as the right
to divorce and daughters’ right to in-
herit as Western influences. The wom-
en spoke vehemently against this line
of argument. G Durgabai said, “The
smritis themselves have recognised the
share of the daughter." Kamala Chaud-
hri invoked traditional folk songs.

The orthodox members didn't budge.
Displeased, Durgabai and Renuka Ray
complained to Jawaharlal Nehru. He
assured that the laws would be passed
after the first elected government was
formed—and he kept his word. The
rest, as they say, is history.

Though they were anly a mere 5 per-
cent of the 200-member Constituent As-
sembly, the women leaders were a force
of nature. Their contributions weren't
limited to the Constitution. They took
on prominent roles in the newly inde-
pendent democratic country

Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit scaled heights
in diplomacy. Kaur was the first woman
to be a Union minister and was instru-
mental in establishing the All India In-
stitute of Medical Sciences. Durgabai
was a founding member of the Planning
Commission. Annie Mascarene and
Renuka Ray were ministers in their re-
spective state governments. Sarojini
Naidu went on to become the first fe-
male governor, and Sucheta Kripalani,
the first female chief minister

As we celebrate our 76th Republic
Day. let us remember these firebrand
leaders. And reflect for a moment—
what would the status of Indian women
and girls be without their hard work?

(Views are personal)
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Ancient alloy

Meteoric iron, a natural iron-nickel alloy, was
used by various ancient peoples thousands of
years before the lron Age. The earliest known
meteoric iron artefacts are nine small beads

MADHAVAN Senier joumalit dated 3200 BCE, which were found in tombs in
NARAYANAN h Gerzeh in Egypt. We must study whether
the asticles found in Tamil Nadu are made
from this material.
REVERSE SWING Kopale Murali Krishnamurthy, email

and Jet Airways had boosted on new ies and their practical Legal philosophy

for in ﬂxgh( crews. These airlines may apphcauan& Its themes mcluded mtzr— Ref: Why common Law is sceptical of

have sh d, but of fly- (Jan 24). The article adds to the

ing has ex'pnm‘led ’l‘hn( s precisely the
lesson for the drone schools—new tech-
nologies can create new winners in
manner that's not easy to envisage and
a little faith in the underlying business
proposition goes

Technology dominated the headlines
in other ways, too. Trump's announce-
ment of a $500-billion plan for invest-

Pl

The Drone Didi scheme can
transform agriculture as well as
train a new generation of grassroots
workers. As new technologies

throw opportunity-driven threats
and threat-driven opportunities

at us, we may get to nurture a new
generation of entrepreneurs

ments in Al infrastructure found an
echo in the Swiss Alps, where global
leaders discussed Al at the World Eco-
nomic Forum. At Davos, Tata Consul-
tancy Services chief K Krithivasan saw
a clear possibility that his company
would need to hire much more for Al
work. Mohit Joshi of Tech Mahindra
talked about explosive Al-led growth

alters the geopolitical landscape. And
all waves start with a ripple.

The Drone Didis can be part of one
start ripple being set off. The drone
schools of today can learn from the air
hostess academies that had sprung up
two decades ago, when the now-defunct
Air Sahara, Kingfisher Air, Air Deccan

this year. Cs ’s Ravi Kumar said
nearly a third of software code—the
bread-and-butter for Indian IT compa-
nies till a few years ago—is now written
by machines. But the overall tech spend
is such that it has started spelling more
opportunities than threats.

Inspired by the tech talk, I asked an
Al engine to help me chapterise a book

Chairman of the Board: Manof K

Editor

(picture a dn:me aided bv A] to chase a
fleeing criminal after spotting himina
crowd), ‘prosthetic development’ using
3D printing, and ‘ethical considera-
tions’. From medicine to public policy
and art installations, the new possibili-
ties seem endless.

As Isee it, each of these fields can do
with its equivalents of Drone Didis, if
only the education system and entre-

ial flourish are matched by gov-
ernment push. Some of that seems to be
happening. We need to augment that
with a paradigm shift in the way educa-
tion is delivered. Some of the new tech-
nologies are both users and enablers of
new ways of learning. Imagine 3D-
printed lab models that make learning
easier, with remote teachers using in-
teractive videos.

Earlier this month, India volunteered
to fund a study on mapping skills gaps—
something G20 leaders had agreed on
during India’'s presidency of the group
in 2023, At home, the National Skill De-
velopment Corporation has partnered
with a research firm for data-driven in-
sights to map the gaps across indus-
tries, so that new policies can be pre-
cisely targeted. Andhra Pradesh is
carryingout a ‘skill census', assisted by
IT leader Infosys.

It is not for nothing that ‘ecosystem’
continues to be a favourite term in Sili-
con Valley. That's because each new
technology needs an ecosystem—in-
volving everything from ed to

wisdom of legal luminary K Pasasasan. As

2 monagenarian, Parasaran delved into our
antient scriptures and affirmed that dharma
and law were two sides of the same coin.
Dhasrma protects laws as a part of it. It is for
the judiciary to protect both for fair justice.
Venkat Desikan, Chennai

Munambam land

Ref: MP's support to Mumambam protest
upsets UDF balancing act (Jan 24). The

Farook College is legally occupied by these
holding a regsstered title deed and transaction
documents. The ownership eligibility is also
irrevocable by Kerala land laws. Then how tan
the waqf board directly confront the tenants?
It can only take up the matter with the college.
Sulaiman Ambalath, Thrissur

Health screening

Ref: (T scans in alf Tamil Nady districts under

(M heaith insurance soon (Jan 24). The health

minister said these facilities can be availed

of under the state heaith insurance scheme

without having to pay cash. This will surely

help the rural poor and help screening for

cancer. Thanks to the Tamil Nadu government.
email

Immigrant rights

Ref: Pentagon deploys 1,500 troops along
US-Mexico border 1an 24). The decision
raises concems. What will happen to the
US-boen children of immigrants and lifelong
immigrants wha face these sudden changes?
Swch abrupt changes risk separating families
and ities. 1t's fair to say

execution and ethics—to thrive.

So the new technologies involve both
opportunity-driven threats and threat-
driven opportunities. To make the vi-
sion more palatable, we can imagibe a
latter-day James Bond who has to tackle
new-age villains without having to stir
from his seat—assisted by Drone Didis
or Al Annas. Such a reverse swing might
leave Bond shaken and stirred, but the
match-up would be worth a watch.

(Views are personal)
(On X @maduversity)

Xakoor, Korhl 682

that the rights of these immigrant families
have been compromised with the recent
promulgations in the US.

Astha Jha, Delhi

Youth icon

Ref: Honouring Netaji's legacy (Jan 23).
Dharmendra Pradhan’s article was an
interesting read, as it shined light on the
moral standards of today's youth. Netaji's
life and comtribution to the freedom struggle
should bring 2 transformation in their lives.
Aii'$ Sivan, Bhubaneswar
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Respan the PRP Act.
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‘WORDLY WISE
CONSTITUTION IS NOT A MERE LAWYERS'
DOCUMENT, IT IS A VEHICLE OF LIFE, AND ITS SPIRIT
IS ALWAYS THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE. — B R AMBEDKAR

ThelndianEXPRESS A lot done, more to do

@ FOUNDED By =

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

DELHI & JAKARTA

As Indo-Pacific becomes a principal arena of global
contestation, India and Indonesia need to reboot ties

Reflections on the eve
of the 75th Republic Day

S RAVINDRA BHAT

EMERGING FROM COLONIAL rule, India that
is Bharat saw its people transform into em-
powa!d :ilizzns. putting together its

with

EWNATIC i il are closer dia i
history, culture, and o i th,

\tnhemlamnshphasmmacqwmdd!qmmmmmmymmn-

unrvcrsal adulthandluﬂus boid assertion
wasinthe
wake of unparallelied sectarian violence. Thus,

2! Thevi Pkt Presktest E did we “step out from the old to new” with

this year's Republic [ hopesin our hearts,and iy d

p i Many were the prophets who predicted the

atthe I R-Day quick collapse of our carefully drafted

very in 1950, Hopes Cunsﬁtuﬁm\-aﬁm!ybalanudsysmnd

i i ionshipand png-cnlunull\snasthc ez = .L
founding members of the never really ised as Dethi and

mmnmnfdxgm!ymﬁ:mtym

Gross wealth of the nation no doubt has in-

creased,

amatterof concern. Gender disparity is stark.
The Constitution guarantees dignity, jus-

nct(uﬂldmgsaculand mmumlc)aﬂ fra-

temity,

udgments.
n!mismuwn«dmd_zvehvhng

iden-

mymdﬁat:nutycnnsumlrsﬂ!md
our basic rights, where individuals are bound

‘swarth.

tification of causes for case arrears, optimal
caseload of judges. The legal system needs to
evolve, and ensure quick, affordable justice

u-nBll’l BEIIVE'V
| o i 24 i
3 r-i-lrhnlvh em-  ernance; an ongomg publlc dulogur. for
and
elf-worth and di b S e A
Assunngdgnlymvnlwspmgbtymld iulmuuluﬁnnimrﬁngmydayli&—ﬁmn

Jakarta drifted apart during the Cold War. It was only since the 1990s, when India sought everyone, and universal adult suffrage, at a petty
i ionshipwil i time when westem nations did not provide mitment by the state and society to ensure  ties, to online retail laces and access
Despi i East _’muux Dethi Pacific, India's suc icipation or uni- whlwﬂuv!madlirw.'d—mzmplae medunmnwhzthasundoublrdlypm-
The Constitition alsoheld i ynd]
" biantos visi MIMM""',_, " — . oy ‘social justice, son of mymgnmmvuhngpafmmuﬂaﬂs nmmﬂmthepenlsufudumn exacer-
to better Joae the B o ia.Itis the fourth e good of Assuring dignity involves such i bated by itations, limited
=2 T number. Ourbnhnght our swargj, was not guing beyond pm\'iding wtm. mns(vuln:nblc section of people.  individual ities, and low lev-

largest by e from the external ruler, o 7 True dignity and fraternity means the prac-

mpuwenlswaymmmempmtmlmmuhhﬂmddbyzolo Asahrpeur.hlpehgc
nation, aific
Oceans. Th fin lifeline
of global commerce between East Asia, India, Africa, the Middle East, and Ewrope, Rich in
natural resources, Indonesia is vital for the economic growth of India and the rest of Asia.
mabhmkbmnmdhmmdmslm“mmatﬂw

centre of regional aswell. and security

only i
but also the resolve to economically and so-

At this 75th anniversary of our republic,
there is much to celebrate. From 32 years, the
average life expectancy of citizens is now 75

basic human needs. It entails
acommitment by the state
and society to ensure what
we have not achieved - the

years,
ducers of foodgrains. Literacy rate has in-
creased from 12 per cent to 75 per cent. In

Ash vesin India, popular Subianto,

last October, is soaring beyond 80 per cent. Coming to Delhi quite early in his tenure, the
lndom-sunhmiumsmﬂphadmglwahgbm!lnmehhmal relationship. Delhi
trade

power
velopment, we have made major strides. In
size, our nation has the fifth largest economy
globally. Our forays into space have shown

need to 1 -'apalnyﬁohlllm.malma
" f S qzcmnhrmwnhthsuﬁhmtngd
igomons afh 1o dewsenthe nberaction Letmow t Lo ecommntie s s Vikram. O
tivity, the tec step and polity ha ili stands
up y and launch def d Atatime in stark contrast with our neighbours, and
power areinafhuxand acific i arenaof global even puts older democracies to shame.
Delhi B the logic i . The75th y of our Consti
g i AR B }Ddhalumm“ flection. What does our Constitution, and gov-
piachiior % SN o . . P emance system mean to the weakest, most
ple, whose voices are
the major Delhi i ip with Jakarta i mostly unheard? Our country has a starkly
the full potential of bilateral peace and prosperity in Asia. unequal distribution of wealth and income

BUDGET’S CONTEXT

Not-so-impressive results of India's largest consumer goods
seller, cement maker and private lender tell a larger story

Y Pop-
ulation earns the major share of its income.

complete elimination of
caste discrimination and
caste stigmatisation
involving performance of
tasks such as manual
scavenging by a section of

tice of an attitude which we have not yet dis-

els of digital 1.;mcy This “digitaldivide” has

doing Mrythmé that the poorest and the
. £ s

theirrights, entit ind
tial services.

full rights as citizens as any other.
The legal world, which I have been a part
of,
desired in terms of realising the goal of quick
and inexpensive justice. Tl!dtn.'pemdmv
frain is that the legal system is inordinately
slow:. Tothe user, yes, that is true. But that fact
alone should not obscure the crying need to

issues

the weakest, most vulnerabl
section of people. True
dignity and fraternity means
practice of an attitude which

that plague !heco‘m

Lastly, effort
graphﬂlly dwmse and vast mmmty |syl.hz
hour. Experiencing

the dis-

measure across India, we face an imminent
tthe

state of public health, agriculture, nutritio
andpﬂdlcsak(y thtd:vmmgmpa:luf

which

For i 'thiun

or
mdgpsmallmmzinm Thcnm-ang—

$d

we have not yet display
That every human being is
capable of doing everything;
that the poorest and the
weakest are equal in worth
and as secure with full rights
as citizens as any other.

andbrd\emldzlep@.l}memahnk

Pmsperify and well-being cannot be
measured by gross national wealth, but the
net feeling of well-being of each individual.
Existing barriers, " narrow thmtsncwalls"

over 20,000 court rooms. The case-load:
which most judges are expected to handle is
crushing and perhaps the world's largest: It

havetogo. I wea
ammncmadmzequh(y.mdmm—
social, cmmmlc political, assuring dig-

could range from 60 to 150 h day.
Most judges have little time to reflect, and their
day is spent on managing the cases, getting
onwith trials and long hearings, poring over

nity of

The writer is a retired judge of the
Supreme Court

BEYOND THE CHINA FACTOR

Indonesian President’s visit could be a new turning point for an old partnership

SURJIT SINGH

AKEY OUTCOME of Indonesian President

INDUSTAN UNILEVER 18 percenty
growth in October-December 2024 mmmmmm—
{from July 2023)of sub the fast-
mm.u; 20! Moreover, volume vth has been
flatwith ing” or sales of UltraTech Cement’s
domestic: 10percent i but
upbyjust 29 per: it HDFCBank’s gross
lndlmluwnwnb/lG! pcrctnl,andimm LZSwrcznnn 1.42 per cent of its total out-
sumer gl id nder tell a story of
is i i Ini for 2025-. pre

!mdrmmkwﬁmdanMvasmmmdmunﬂhMVum

lated actions, in

the establishment of a broader and more
s!ramglc pannmshlp between the two na-
tions. This |s expmzd 10 encompass greater
depth

rations to position Indonesia as a significant
player on the global stage, beyond the con-

dollar sl vyi be i ‘worry. But

il id-January 2-to-the. fromall- ﬁmsanSEAN.ﬁMswmnmm
Hone 2 """.'m. 307 leixThe nzvnymmhzmplmncsmmm
Trump factor Inths,

withit. The ia: Has i - Indi.

wlnd1wasmmmdmbtdum\;mmwbd¢mmmtmssaevmﬂrml3npn
tantrum and the 2020-21 pandemic — soured?

Narendra Modi

closely

During the second terms of

President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) and Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, their respec-
uvufnmgmmmmkmanudlarﬂS

com-
< Jaishankar, forged an underplayed yet effec

pmmhmmmmmmmmmmA tive working i negularlumgn

0f GST rates, which 2

ditures, includi that can mar- tions gained momentum under them. This

ek much al aswell associal nfra- i i

of the G20 in 2022

create

smx:nn Cmmmmdunxﬂmlhtmmanlywhzndm

mitment ic stability, policy lictabil d

The

and2023.
‘While India and Indonesia do not always

must send out from the budget — it

asthe Unit

ACTION REPLAY

Inaworld of highly competitive broadcasting rights,
Australian Open’s animated stneammg is dernocransmg access

MM}MWM[HM“"‘“ he
i " .
dwymmlbymgﬂmmnwrumlhmmlhﬂ!yhmhadwmo

theirin-
creasing engagement has paved the way for
amore coherent partnership, Prabowo, like
Mlsdewmn!dmehvmhsmumﬁ

While Indonesia is unlikely
to deviate significantly from
Chinese preferences due to
its deep economic ties with
Beijing, Prabowo's
autonomous policymaking
tendencies provide room for
cooperation that transcends
the 'China factor’. Prabowo
has already made two trips
to China — once as

Aditical inhow Presid lect and another
Jaishankar builds a rapport with as President — highlighti
new foreign minister, Sugiono. A successful the Lhallenge of allgmng
o ia's stance

prospects
high-profile Modi-Prabowo relationship —
something the Modi-Jokowi dynamic could
achieve.

with India’s perspectives
on China.

FBRICS, granted

in2023, presents another avenue for collabo-
ration. Much like India and Brazil on BRICS

his with Australia, could ener-
gise this. It can build upon the IPOl and the
Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), with

India and can leverage

India )

hlot.WMrlnduncsalsunhh!ymdwlm

directlyon how the ASEAN-plus-one, East Asia
Summit (EAS) and ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF) meetings progress. Both should have

itsdeep economicties with Beijing, Prabown's
policymaking ies pro-

O

trips. mchm once as Pnsntk-m—elmand

another as President — ing the chal-

Ienge of aligning Indmcsn s stanm with
puwem\«s on

pmmmdu!pmala:d\lzctum_mmr
for instance, is an issue on which India and

in touch. This should expand. Indonesia
should be invited to join the Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and

the China factor.
Thc Indo-Pacific is one such domain.

wdmihbmzmn

BIMSTEC

Economic!
vtbamvmhhduswmrmymdm

India al

Ishiba
on the Indo-Pacific concept, has evolved its mjahm]apan has nxmdy expanded its
stance significantly. Under Jokowi, Indonesia policy toin-
played a leading role in crafting ASEAN's  clude defi lated
Ouﬂnnkmmclnann'ﬁ:(AuP)‘lhiswn mppmv.Thlsopensthedmrﬁmapnznml
Indo-Pacic Oceans Insiaive (1PO) theough m@"mrgmmm;smm
ajoint IFOL. ith Australi
ms:wmmglhenunnmmpdhr and Japan, i fio

a deeper| pam\crshxp While d:fi:vtnc!s in
China,

a pro-regional agenda beyond ASEAN, align-
ing with Prabowo's vision of creating an
"ASEAN Plus” poicy,

persist, the foc i
vergence. A robust Ildn-lndnﬂcsupxmcr
ship has the potential to shape the strategic

Another

the Indo-Pacific.

alongside Australia, ahadyluwamlm.'nl
though it lack
tent. Prabowo's visit to New Delhi, following

The writer is former Indian ambassador to
Germany, Indonesia, Ethiopia, ASEAN
and the African Union

many cups of coffee. Th
astsnwxsl lmandmunwgmmeTwe.humrhldmmmmm
xThemsthatbet JANUARY 25,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO
an almost- ic matcd MENthTm!sm“Virwznhlplnsm»
246542i di lastyear’s event to 17.96,338 i ANTI-DEFECTION BILL in its territorial waters Last October. The for-  from those pertaining to the offices of the
frame this year.”In a world of tightly-cc and highly it ision and .. eignministerinformed P: itthat the n fence mir
agame-changer, THE MUCH PUBLICISED bill 17 un-  isterand other key officials, The prime minis-
. son of animation livedata P i wias introduced in the Lok Sabha, Under the i v i ter, Rajiv Gandhi, sources said, was stunned
W " g i provisions of the bill a member of a palitical the releaseof al boat  when the top investigating officials briefed
andAl Pl party elected to Pariament or a state legisla-  and seven Sri Lankan naval personnel. him about the extent of the espionage ring
asNFLh A ture would be disqualified on the ground of and the type of top secret documents that
Open. ived like vids cover the three main courts, using data defection if he voluntarily relinquishes his SECRET R.EPORTS LEAKED ‘were being leaked from various high offices.
i & ip of his party or votes or abstains
et ant d " ytoanydirec-  ASHOK KUMAR, PERSONAL assistant to K C NO TALKS WITH AKAL!S
gy " : P " tion of the party party. Jjoint sect 'ssecre-
g tariat, was picked up by the i i i i
SR ies i inection with the thn Alali e
Cadusﬂkzmp\llwhsfnsnnr-rahﬂhmngawwummnmmhed&p- 17 FISHERMEN FREED :E:tuu|nm11_ i very and swcnbthCnrmnnmn,Mnsno
court, hisrac Jighy Free, live (al- SRILANKA HAS dropped charges against 17 important secret reports were being leaked
most)and funny the game, L B Indian fishermen accused of fishing illegally  from the President's secretariat, too, apart  the Punjab issue.
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Polarised political climate overshadows outcomes from WEF

HE Davos World Economic Fo-

ram (WEF), held anoually in
Davos, Switzerland is one of the most
significant global gatherings of polii-
cal leaders, business executives, aca-
dembcs, and other influential figures.
Since its inception in 1971, the forum
has served as a platform for address-
ing some of the workds most
¢Nknpu.lodrnudhlopnuﬂc\?
Taboration acros diverse sectors.

The WEF plays a cruchal role in
shaping the global agenda, By bei
ing together th leaders lmn
around the woeld, the forum provides
an opportunity to discuss and pric

sations (NGOs), and acadomic insti-
tutions use Davos as & venue to form
partnerships, share keas, and ol
wilutions 1o global challenges.
Instance, initiatives related 1o sustain.
ability and public-private cooperation
have ofien been hunched or strength-
ened at the forum. The forum also
showcases innovative ideas and tech:
nologies that can address global issues.
However, while the WEF is widely re-
garded as an influential platform, it is
not without critkiism. Some argue that
the forum Is clitist, catering primar-
ily 10 the interests of wealthy nations
and corpoeations, (lhrnt«mlh

in its ability 10 convene stakeholders
from yarous sectors, lmrmmm.

oritie isues such as climate change,  tangible outcomes of the

economic Inequality, technological — suggesting that the event often focus-

innovation, and geopolitical stabllity,  es on dll’l rather than actionable

The Insights and made  results. Furth concemns about

at Davos often influence policy decl-  sustainability have been ralsed, given

shons and corporate srategies. the environmental mpact of hosting
The unique strength of the WEFlies  such a large-scale event,

In India, the WEF often becomes a
point of contention between political

businesses,

¥ L

parties. G froquently use

the forum o highlight their success
in attracting ivestments, while op-
position parties criticise these claims,
often labeling them as exaggerated o
nvisleading, This dynamic is .
larky evident in the states of Te ™
and Andhra Pradesh.

In Telangana, Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy has claimed that the
sate secured Memorandums of Un-
dentanding (MoUs) worth 1 78,950
crone at the WEF Meanwhide, Andhea
Pradesh Chief Minkster N. Chan-
drababu Nakdu has made significant
efforts to promote Andhea Pradesh as
& peime investnwent destination.

Naidu's efforts included meetings
with top executives from over 15
companies, ncluding Microsoflt co-
lnundﬂ Bill Gates, who had

edly agreed 1o meet oaly two
ers—Naklu and Devendra hanl.
the Chief Minister of Maharashtra.
Naidus ladenship o the forum
abo included representing  Indlals
strengths & a hub for foreign direct

(mvestment during o Govemnment of
India program.

Back home, however, these claims
often face critichm from opposition
rﬂh In Andhra Pradesh, the YS-

CP has questioned the validity of the
Investments touted by Naidu forget-
ting the fact that when they were in
power, neither did AP get the kind
of attention it did this time nor the
then CM succeeded in attracting any
investments as the image of brand AP
had suffered serious setback during
their regime. Similardy, in Telangana,
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
leaders, inclading K. T. Rama Rao,
have faced criticism for allegedly in-
flating chaims of success ot the WEE
“The opposition parties frequently ac-
cuse ruling governments of prioritls-
ing optics over tangible benefits, fur
ther fuching a cycle of pelitical blame

games,

This trend highlights a brosder Is-
sue in Indian polmu. where pmm
often foc

Indian states could better posttion
themselves as attractive destinations
for global investments, uhm
contributing to the country's

e rather than engaging in construc-
tive didlogue. The polarised political
climate detracts from the potential
long term benefits that events like the
WEF can 10 the country, Instead
of leveraging the forums outcomes to
drive sustainable growth and devdl-

While the WEF pmvhkn o valu:
able platform for collaboration and
Innovation, its true impact depends
o0 how effectively its discussions
transdate into actionable policies and
projects. For India, a more unified
approach—one that transcends party
lines and prioritises national iter-
est—coukd maximize the benefits of

cfforts rather than partisan conflicts,

We the people, the real custodians of the Constitution

RAIA SADARAM SOMA

HE Indian Constitution, is the
undnorm, the fundamental
aw, from which all suthorities
derive their power. 1t s the paramount
law of the land and all laws must con-
form 1o the Constitution, The Leg:
islature, Executive and the Judickary
derive thelr power and suthority from
this supreme legal, social and political
document. After successfully complet-
ing 75 years, the Indian Constitution i
now celebrating the diamond jubilee,
“The credit for this goes to “the people
of India” who gave the Constitution to
themselves.

The Constituent Assembly which
came into existence In accordance
with the Cabinet Misskon of 1946
met for the first time on 9th Decem-
ber1946. Pandit Jawahadal Nehru,
the first Prime Minister of free India,
moved the Objective Resols on

makns the same, The Supreme Court of
India, the final arbiter in diy
of justice, has clearly held as long back
as in 1970n Keshavananda Bharati
case that though the Parliament has
the pawer to amend the Constitution,
the basic features of the Constitution
are not amendable under ant, 368,
Several such features are ientified as
basic by the Supreme Court In mum-
ber of cases, which are only illustrative
and net exhaustive, On this histark
occaston of diamond jubilee of Indian
Constitution, it is most appropriate
to remember certaln Important Con-
stitutional amendments effected 1o
hen the democratic and foderal
lons of the country,
Amendment of Art. 3 effected in
1955 bs very much crucial for Indian
federalism. It has ficilitated the for-
mation of the State of Telangana, Ant,
3 deals with the formation of pew

would not have been possible because
of the prevailing situation in the State
at that time.

The Constitution 73ed and 74th
amendments in 1992 enabled the de-
cmmllullm of decislon making and

d the &

13th December, 1946, The resolution
i 1o frame a Constitution
ereign, Independent Indlan Republic,
After detalled discussion and debate,
the Resolution was adopted on 220d
Jamuary, 1947, It ultimately took shape
as the Preamble, which declares In-
dia as the sovereign, socilist, secular
democratic republic. The Preamble is
most aptly described as the key to the
Indian Constitution,

The strength of Indian Constitu-
tion les n its fexibiliey. Though the
Indian Constitution is the lengthlest
of all the written Constitutions,the
framers never intended it to be rigid,
Their foresight and vision made the
Indian Constitution not only Iving
but a growing document keeping in
view the hopes and aspirations of its
masters, the people. The Pariament
of India, In exercise of s constituent
power has amended the Constitution
106 times so far taking the number
of Articles from 395 to 448, number
of Parts from 22 to 25 and Schedules
from 8 to 12. However, the funda-
mental and baskc characteristic of par-
lamentary system of democracy re-

lay down the time linit for expres-
shon of views by the concemed States
on the Reorganisation BAll referred
by the President of India. This could

hold up or delay nisation
legislation by Fnh-\ml he Con-
stitution Sth

States and alteration of arcas, bounda- process
rles and mames of existing States. This  at the grass rocts level ensuring timely
fora Sov-  Article as originally envisaged, did not  elections 1o the panchayat

ra) Institu-
tlons and urban local bodies. These
amendments have added new Articles
243 to 24326 and Schedubes XI and
XI-Ato the Indian Constitutionmaking
provision for devolution of powers and
responsibilities to the local bodies for

the President of India 10 lay down
the time limit to the concerned State
Logislatue to express its views At the
time of reorganisation of the State of
Andhra Pradesh into Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh, the President of India
had, ven six mdu time to the Andhra
Pra

of plans and impk
lmdumﬁnm\ﬁdﬂ‘bﬁ
ment and sockdl justice in relation to
the matters mentioned in the newly
added Schedules, 12769 grama pan-
chayats, 540 mandal parishads and 32
#illa parishads in Telangana have be-
come more vibrant by virtue of these

s views
onthe AP Reo mmumu On
the request dz:lsue Legislature, the

same was extended by one more week.
The Logislature of the undivided State
of Andhra Pradesh expressed its views
and the Parllament of India passed the
APReor, 1ill paving way for
the ﬁmu:“n“:“kl-:m :-  State
in the Indian Undon.In the absence of
the Constitution 5th Amendment, ex-
pression of views on the provisions of
the Reorganisation Bl in limited time

directly

Impacting the lives of more than two

croee rural population.The people liv-

ing in 13 municipal cororations and

129 munkcipalities of Telangana are

also enjoying better civic amenities
The C sand

undermine the very foundation of our
democracy megating the verdict of the
people. It s ty known as the
anti-defoction law. [ths for the first time
“political party” has found a mention
in the Indian Constitution with this
amendment. This amendment inserted
anew chause in Art. 102 and 191and &
new Schedule X to the Constitution. A
member of a House shall become dis-
qualified i he has volantarily given up
his membership of the political party
on which he has been elected; or i he
votes o abstains from voting In the
House contrary to the direction of the
political party on which he has been
dected, Disqualification shall not apply
I the case of splits of 1/3d of mem-
bers and of party The
Court in K lh‘tl'mlww m
ruled by majority that this provision is
nat In viokation of the basic structure
of the Constitution and the privilege
of freedom of speech guaranteed in
the House guaranteod 1o the Members
In the Constitution. However, in 2003,
the Parliament has defeted the exemp-
tion provided for the split of political
party by virtue of 918t amendment
in view of the criticism that the anti-
defection law is to punish the
individual defections leaving out the
M Thh amendmﬂu had also hid
he Coundil

than the 2nd House, the representation
of women stood at staggeringnumber
of 10, The situation is comparatively
better in Andhra Pradesh Legisdative
Assembly as women constitute 13 per
cent of total strength of the House. In
general, women were left behind in
the democratic s of the coun:
try despite equal status given to them
in the Constitution. The Constitution
106th Amendment Act 2024.with &
view (o ensure gender equality in poli-
ties, provides for reservation of 33 per
cent of seats (n the Lok Sabha and State
Ive Assemblies by Insertion of
ArL3J0A and 332A. It is a revolution-
in the direction of .

:Zﬂrz women, The only dm
s implementation has been linked to
the delimitation of the Lok Sabha and
Assembly constituencies after next cen-

s,

The Constitution has the
best possible checks and balances to
ensure that no authority oversteps s
powers and encroach upon the func-
tions of others. This should not make
the people lax and rest on their oars.
It is very apt to recall the cbservation
of the Dr. BR. Ambedkar, the father of
Indian Constitution in his conchuding
speech in the Constituent Assembly on
2th November, 1949, “However good a

n( Ministers both at the Centre and In
the States. This anti-defection law has
become a hot topk for criticism as it
has stirred up more controversies than
putting an ond to it Another lindmark

G may be, it Is sure o turn
out bad because those who are called to
work it, happen to be a bad bot. How-
ever bad a Constitution may be, it may
turn out 10 be good if those who are
called to work it, happen to be a good

tary system of democracy in India Is
reservation of seats for women In Lok
Sabha and the Legislative Asscmblies.
According to the "Men and Women in
India 2023" rebeased by the Mlnuryol

concerns the Members of all the
lative bodies in India. It is Inten
]"ulwmdlodhkwydmnm
rom one political party to anather foe
selfish interests of lure of office. They
have become rampant and likely to

constitute 48,5 percent of total popula-
thon of India, but the women represen-
tation n Legislatures is a m«fvlonr
cent. Though there &s a slight improve-

ment in the mu*vdwmm mem-
bers in the 3rd Assembly of Telangana

Jot, The € can provide only
the organs of State such as the Legis
lature, the executive and the Judiciary.
The factors on which the working of
those organs of the State depend are

the people and the political parties they
will set up as their instruments to carry
out thelr wishes and their politics” It is
for the people 1o be ever vigilant to pre-
serve and protect the ideals enshrined
:lw the Constitution and shape their

f"lf writer is ]mnﬂ State Chief
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Iron Age: older than thought

s a significant new finding that iron usage was in ex-
istence In Tamil Nadu over 5300 years ago. The finding
of the ‘antiquity of iron’ was reached based on the study
of samples of lron objects excavated from Sivagalal in
Thoothukudi district and a few other archeological sites
in the state. The Oxford Advanced Dictionary defines the
Iron Age as “the historical period about 3000 years ago
when first used iron tools”. This meant pushing
back the dawn of the Iron Age by over two millennia, The
of iron smelting technology dating back to the
first quarter of the 4th millennium BCE goes to buttress
the claim that Tamil Nadu was home to an advanced civi-
lization, The “revised Iron Age” predated the migration
from the Central Aslan Steppe between 2000 and
1000 BCE. It adds to the mountain of evidence that we are
a composite civilization, Pindings like this will contribute
1o more rigorous debate on the multiple civilizations that
flourished in different parts of the Indian sub-continent
since the arrival of Out of Africa migrants in India 65,000
years ago. Archeology, inguistics, epigraphy and “popula-
tion genetics” make anthropology & fascinating subject to
study, gain a better understanding of our Yescent, our an-
cestors and how they lived, penetrating through the mists
of time, and ounsclves 0o and broaden the mind. If you

lmdwh.ll‘lnh ud of, it Is an added bonus,
Milton, Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu

Manipur Mayhem

ver 873 ar migrant Kuki-Chin were
O Y i gotes o T eggy s
vation and trade in the last seven Simil
a release wflﬂw‘hﬁnw home lmm‘wd th:%
Jeast 1083 workers were arrested during the same period
for poppy cultivation and drug trade. Manipur is
feeling the heat of Myanmar migrant and it is a perpetual
pm:h‘m. Mlgnmh:’th main problem in Manipur
M R Jayanthy, Sion East Mumbal

Garnering the truth in Saif' s case

HE various reports describing Saif's case all appear to
be far from the truth, as the CCTV photo captured of
mmmmmmmm-m.vmm

face, while the y mature
face with a U shaped cut. Thl-hunhob«umﬁrmdby
the B ther of the arrested individual

ing the ut. If the tests, based on sclentific

prove both to be the same Individuals it may undermine
the credibility of all those involved in the investigation,
inchiding those conducting the necessary tests, which
would require a higher- ln?hmul;uleubynmpm—
tighous agency to resolve the matter,

Col RS Narula Retd, Patiala

Set policy for turning trash
into clean energy

HIS is with reference to the articks on ‘Should we care
about turning trash into gold It is true that all will
pay attention for in house sanity and cleanliness. But,
our country produces more than 62 million tons of waste
year |nd|ma| plmk waste. Technology has been
and made available ly There are several
professionals in the Ministry of environment, Forest and
Climate Change across our country All of them togeth-
er can create a policy of converting all the wastage into
electricity and other forms of energy . Thus we can cre-
*Mmdmmkmmal and infection less India,
G Murali Molwan Rao, Secunderabad

Cynicism undermining democracy
'OT just Delhites but the general public Is growing

qud about elections. Except for the «nnmes
members of the parties and their die hard support bases,
nobody believes that it would make any difference to their
lives, whichever party comes to power, This is a danger-
ous growing trend in large pockets of urban India, It begs
the question whether democracy has fatled India or India
has dhldtmmy.‘lhhlnmnu,uollndhmm
entire India sub continent. Perhaps the western concept
of d Is not ble with Indian ethos and

PNF stretching provides a faster way to be ﬁexible

Lawss Inanas/ tients with neurological
Husver Bessers ::ndmom that affect the
ADRLAIDY of muscles, such

as palio and multiple sclero-

HETHER m sis. By the 19705, its popu-

ing your flexibility  larity had seen PNF stretch-

was one of your new years expand  beyond the

resolutions, or youve been
inspired watching certain
tennis stars warming up at
the Australian Open, maybe
2025 has you keen o fo-
cus on regular stretchis
However, a quick Googl 't
scarch might leave you over-
whelmed by all the differ-
ent stretching  techniques.
There's static stretching and
dynamic stretching, which
can be regarded as the main
types of stretching, But there
are also some other poten-
tially lesser known types
of stretching, such as PNF
stretching,

$o if you've come acros
PNF stretching and it piques
your interest, what do you
need to know? What is PNF

hing? PNF h

:‘l‘lnk and into the sporting
arena where it was used by
athletes and fitness enthu-
slasts during their warm-up
and 1o improve their flexi-
bility. Although the specifics
have evolved over time, PNF
essentially combines static
stretching (where a muscle
Is held in a lengthened po-
sition for a short period of
time) with Isometric mus-
cle  contractions  (where
the muscle produces force
without changing length).
PNF stretching is typically
performed with the help of
A partner.

There are 2 main types:
The two most common
lnm of PNF stretching are

“contract-relax”
“contract-rel Ist-

stands for proprioceptive
ular I}

contrac® _methods. The
relax method in-

It was developed in the
1940% in the United States by
neurologist Herman Kabat
and physical therapists Mar-
garet Knott and Dorothy
Voss. PNF stretching was
initially designed 10 help

volves putting & muscle
ino a sretched position,
followed  immediately by
an sometric

up and to improve thelr flexibility. Athough the specifics

volved over tme, PNF

with

into a deeper stretch before
the process is repeated. This
technique was based on the
premise that the contracted
muscle would fall “clectri-
cally silent” following the
isometric contraction and
therefore not offer its usual
level of resistance to further
stretching (called “sutogenic
inhibition"). The contract-
relax method attempts to
exploit this brief window to
create a deeper stretch than
would otherwise be possible
without the prior muscle

contraction,
The rel

o) the muscle beinj
-m (referred 10 as lb:
“agonist” muscle), before the
muscle is moved into a static
stretch once more. Again,
i you're trying 1o improve
hamstring lexibility, imme-
diately ‘u trying 10 push
your leg towards the ground
you would attempt to Lt
It back towards the ceiling
(this bit without partner re-
sistance). You would do this
by contracting the muscles
on the front of the thigh
(lhe uadriceps, the agonist
m this case), The

PNF stretching stretched leads to a short
beyon period of reduced activation
;'0:‘; ."“:” of the stretiched muscle, al-
9 lowing the muscle 10 stretch
the sporting arena funha than normal.
where it was used What does the evidence
by athletes and say? Research h.. shown
fitness PNF h
with lm;mv«l &-xhlny
duringthelr wam- i i i g been

formed twice per week, Is
enough to improve flex-
Ibility. The contraction itself
doesnt need to be hard and
forceful - only about 20% of
your maximal effort should
suffice.  The  contraction
should be hekd for at least
three seconds, whike the
static hi

that both PNF methods im-

prove flexibility via changes
In nervous system funce
tion, rescarch suggests they
may simply improve our
ability to tolerate stretch-
ing A 2018 review found
static stretching was  bet-
ter for improving flexibility
compared to PNF stretch-
ing But other rescarch has
found it could offer greater
immediate benefits for flex-
ibiliy than static stretching.
At present, similar to other
types of stretching, research
linking PNF stretching to
Injury prevention and im-
proved athletic performance
is  relatively  inconclusive.
PNF stretching is best done
after exercise or as a part of

onist-contract method  Is
similar. But after the iso.
metric of the

the same muscle. When uu

person  stops  contracting,
the muscle is then moved

stretched muscle, you per-
form an additional contrac-
tion of the muscle group

tract mhod is said to take
advantage of a phenomenon
known as “reciprocal inhibi-
thon.” This s where contract-
ing the muscle group oppo-
site that of the musche being

a dalone flexibility ses-
shon,

How much should you
dot? It appears that a single
contract-relax o contract-
relax-agonist-contract

repetition per muscle, per-

should be maintained un-
til the stretching sensation
cases. So PNI stretching
Is potentially a more time-
efficient way to improve
flexibility, compared to, for

Ibilties which tend more to mai baap concept where
the citizens have no major role to play in the affairs of the
nation and those in power have a free hand until the next

o ot Anthony Henriques, Mumbai
thehansreader@gmail.com
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MUDA case: BJP questions

Lokayukta probe

BENGALURU: The BJP on Friday questioned the cred-

ibility of the Lokayukta probe into the MUDA scam in the

wake of media reports saying that the police wing of the

ombudsman has given a dean chit to Chief Minister Skl

daramaiah and his family. Siddaramalah, his wife Parvathi
W Mnlllhr-yunl Swamy are accused

example, static hing, In
arecent studdy we found four
minutes of static stretching
per muscle during a single
session is optimal for an
immediate ment in

Improver |
flexibility. Is PNF stretch-

ing the right choice for me?
Providing you have a part-
ner who can help you, PNF
stretching could be a good
option. It might also pro-
vide a faster way 10 become
more flexible for those who
are time poor. However,
if you're about to perform
any activities that require
strength, power, or speed,
it II!II’IN wise to limit PNF
stretching to afterwards 1o
avold any potential deficits
In performance,

(The Conversation)

okayukta police on the direction
ofa up«ul court here.

Sharing a report appeared in a Kannada daily with a
headline ‘MUDA case: Lokayukta clean chit to Siddara-
maiah?} the Leader of Opposition in the Karnataka Assem-
bly R Ashoka said the investigation by Lokayukta is a sham

and the report submitted by it Is merely a report to save
Siddara-makah, “Tt hmulnluynkh report, but ‘Siddara-

malah Bachao report,” he sald

the Lokayukea institu.
lhllnhhlmumlldwul*lnpﬂmddhd\lllbb
Court, has now made the Lokayukta institution his puppet
in his second term.” Ashoka sald in a post on ‘X!

Citing media report, the BIP state chief B Y Vijayendra
100 slammed the Loka, police. “While the High Court
Is yet to deliver its on the MUDA case, a report has
emerged that the Lokayukta has given a clean chit to Chief
Minister Siddaramalah. The clean chit was given under
pres-sure from the Chief Minister” Vijayendra said on °X.
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Pillars of Caste ~II

When a country has developed and perfected an elaborate system of segregation

and discrimination against a large group of its own people, it is only natural |
that another regime seeking such marginalisation against another group
would draw lessons from it. In the early days of the Third Reich, Franz cnrtner,
the Reich minister of justice was chairing a meeting of 17 legal luminaries to
finalise a legal framework to turn their ideology into law for an Aryan nation.
The first item on their agenda was what they could learn from the United
States in this regard

TheStatesman
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Peace Gamble

he second inauguration of Donald Trump has

brought with it a dramatic shift in American rhetoric

on the war in Ukraine. By threatening severe eco-
nomic penalties against Russia and urging President
Vladimir Putin to negotiate an end to the conflict, Presi-
dent Trump has thrust himself into the global spotlight
as a would-be peacemaker. However, while his approach
is undeniably bold, it raises questions about the feasibility
of his ambitions and the complexities of achieving peace
in such a deeply entrenched war. Mr Trump's ultimatum
to Russia centres on leveraging economic sanctions and
tariffs to compel Moscow to the negotiating table, His
framing of these actions as a “favour” to Mr Putin adds a
strategic twist, ing his i deal king as
mutually beneficial rather than purcly punitive, This pus-
ture reflects Mr Trump's signature style of negotiation -
confrontational yet couched in rhetoric that appeals to

the self-interest of his ( Funl Russia grappling
with ec c strain and an i c” 1 con-
fict, the could be ever, the core

issues that have pupuuau:d the war rumaln unresolved,
Russia insists on the recognition of its territorial gains in
Ukraine and demands that Kyiv forego any thoughts of
Nato membership. Ukraine, on the other hand, refuses
to accept the loss of mvmlgnly over its occupied terri-
Lories, even , while d di of
security, These slarldy upposlng positions underscore lhc

he fifth pillar of caste,

according to lsabel Wil-

kerson, author of "Caste:

The Origins of our Dis-
contents” is the division of lab-
our based on one's place in the
hierarchy. We are very well aw-
are of the reality in India, where
we still find a majority of the
lower caste people employed in
low-skill, labour intensive jobs,
and the situation is no different
in America, where the range of
oceupations for the blacks still
remains very narrow. But where
she brings new insight into the
process of systematic and insti-
tutional pmludlu! is in the next
pillar, de and stig-

chall of brokering any deal, regardl
pressure. Peace, as hlslury has often shown, cannot be
dictated; it must be built on mutual concessions, a sce-
nario that currently appears distant,

Ukraine's leadership, while welcoming tougher
stances against Russia, has expressed scepticism about
whether rhetoric will translate into meaningful action,
The Ukrainian government has called for tangible sup-
port, such as robust sanctions, military aid, and even
peaukecping !oru:s lhal lncludc US troops. For Kyiv,

st peace

deals wuh Ruma have u’lcn been short- Iivc(su(.lr [?(;mly
enforced. Meanwhile, signs of shifting narratives within
Russia iuggl:sl a polcnua] albeit slim, opening for dia-
logue. [ hint at a readi to halt
fighting along curmnl frontlines, though such proposals
remain controversial among hardline factions. If this
internal debate evolves, it could create an opportunity
for the new American President’s approach to gain trac-
tion. However, any concessions by Russia would likely

matisation of the people belong-
ing to the out-groups - Dalits,
Blacks, Jews,

Underlying this is the belief
that an ordinary human - even
a soldier obeying his orders - ca-
nnot inflict unspeakable atroci-
ties on another being e consid-
ers a human like him. But then
Nazis, Whites and dominant cas-
tes have inflicted such atrocities
upon millions of humans with-
out a shred of guilt.

For that they had to dehu-
manise them first, not as indi-
viduals but as a group - to re-
duce each to a nameless, identi-
ty-less, undifferentiated member
of a group carrying a permanent,
indelible stigma. Once the group
Is dehumanised and thus quar-
antined lrom all others, uery

be framed as temporary, complicating the prospects for
lasting peace. Ulumnﬂy. i’mmp s intervention may
smwcd in mlsing lhl: stakes for Russia, hul true peace
will re inefield of | realities,
Asust ahlu n:\olullun must address the legitimate secu-
rity concerns of both Ukraine and Russia while ensuring
mechanisms to enforce any agreement. As Mr Trump's
tenure unfolds, the world will watch closely to see

Thus, in the Nazi concen-
tration camps, individuals were
no longer individuals, but a
number, all of them similarly
dressed, heads shaved, their ev-
ery distinguishing feature like a

emoved.

cheerfully and with alacrity.”
Slavery has long been over, but
the rules and the consequences
for breaking them remain litte
changed.

John Dollard, a white an-
thropologist from Yale, went
south to the Mississippi Delta in
1935 for researching into the Jim
Crow caste system there and
was rather surprised to notice
how subservient and docile the
black people were, stepping asi-
de for him, taking their hats off,
and calling him "sir” even if they
were much older.
When he told his
driver that Negroes
there were so po-
lite, the reply he
got was “They have
1o be.” In another
incident described
by her, in the early
1970s, in a small
town in East Texas,
a black family had
moved in and their

was ad-

thing entity”, Caste and race are
50 interwoven in America that it
is hard to separate the two.

When a country has devel-
oped and perfected such an ela-
borate system of segregation
and discrimination against a
large group of its own people, it
is only natural that another re-
gime seeking such marginalisa-
tion against another group wou-
1d draw lessons from it.

In the early days of the
Third Reich, in June 1934, Franz
Glirtner, the Reich minister of
justice was cha-
iring a meeting of
17 legal luminaries
to finalise a legal
framework to turn
their ideology into
law for an Aryan
nation, something
that would even-
tually turn out as
the Nuremberg
Laws. The first
item on their

whether his threats and y late into subst
tive progress - or mmain another Lhupwr in the xheluric
of war. Europe, alt} i I role in
Mr Trump's scheme uﬁhlng@ must hupe that any peace
formula takes on board its security concerns.

Everest Dilemma

I's decision to increase permit fees for climbing

ount Everest signals a critical shift in its appro-

ach to managing the world's tallest peak. While

the hike in fees - from $11,000 to $15,000 dunng the peak
season - will undoubludly bolster Nepal's revenues, it
also raises p bout inability, over-
crowding, and the ethics of commercialisation on one of
the world's most revered naluml wondun For Ncpal the
economic stakes are s and

l
Stripped of their clothing and all
accoutrements of their former
lives, they were no longer hum-
ans one needed to engage with,
no different from a herd of ani-
mals on which any atrocity can
be inflicted without remorse. In
America, enslaved Africans were
given new names by their mas-
ters and made to forget their
own, thus stripping them of
their past identities.

In India, untouchables were
given surnames that would re-
mind themselves of their lowly
status. Once dehumanised thus,
they can be subjected to any
cruelty. \o hnm'l‘lc medlcal ex-
don

trekking form a crucial pillar of its economy, Lunlrlbullng
over 4 per cent to the national GDP. l‘hl: revenue gener-
ated from climbing permits e, local
livelihoods, and dev clopment in remote regions. By rais-
ing fees for the first time in nearly a decade, the govern-
ment aims to ensure a fair return on the resources and
risks involved in facilitating these expeditions. However,
this increase must be paired with a broader strate
address the mounting challenges facing Everest. Over-
crowding on Everest has become an alarming issue, with
hundreds of permits issued annually. This influx of clim-
bers has led to dangerous bottlenecks at critical points
on the mountain, turning the summit into a high-altitude
traffic jam, These delays not only jeopardise lives but also
exacerbate the environmental toll, Everest, often referred
1o as the world's highest garbage dump, has suffered from
years of mi with climbers leaving behind
tons of waste and even human remains, Despite periodic
clean-up drives, the scale of the problem remains daunt-
ing, with an estimated 200 bodies still scattered across
the mountain, A hlgher permit lce could act as a deterrent
for less serious cl reducin, 8
Hnwuwr, itis unlikely to curb lhc aspirations of wealthy

sor prek ¥ T Whal
is needed is a more y
Ihal caps the numbm of pcrmils issued. v.anh ycnr, ensures

s meet stringent e an
c.nfnn:cs strict waste mnnngcmenl pmlul:olx The recent
order from Nepal's Supreme Court to respect the carrying
cnpudly of its pcah is a step in the rlghl dlrmuun but

remains cased fees
nlsu raise ethical considerations, Muunmincerlng has long
been a pursuit of passion and endurance, but the com-
mercialisation of Everest risks turning it into a luxury
cxp«.rlcncc accessible only to the elite. This exclusivity

the spirit of expl and raises g

about whether Nepal's iconic mountain is being reduced
to a mere commodity. Nepal faces the dual challenge of
preserving Everest's sanctity while maximising its eco-
nomic potential. The new permit fees, though necessa
must be part of a larger effort to protect the mountain’'s
fragile ecosystem, ensure climber safety, and honour the
legacy of the countless mountaineers who have risked
their lives to stand on top of the world. By balancing rev-
enue with responsibility, Nepal can set an example for
sustainable tourism on the world's most iconic peaks.
Evidence, though, suggests that may be a forlorn hope.

ary.:.. ER EeE»

them, and publlc lynching and
violence against them often ser-
ved the purpose of amusement
and entertainment of the domi-
nant castes. [t was also a way
also to desensitise the less incli-
ned ones among the dominant
castes against such cruelty so
that it seemed mundane and
harmless for everybody.
Cruelty can easily be used
as a means of control, which is
what constituted the seventh
pillar of castes, according to Ms.
Wilkerson, In America, the whip
was the most common Instru-
ment of control for breaking the
caste rules that demanded that
the lowest caste was to remain
low in every way at all times,
that "submission is required of
the Slave, not to the will of the
Master only, but to the will of all
other White Persons”, and that
“They must obey at all times,
and under all circumstances,

mitted to a public
school that had
just opened its
door to black stu-
dents. The principal was \'exed

agenda was what
they could learn
from the United
States in this re-

d. They discus-
sed threadbare the Amerlcun
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Dirty and
dangerous

t is no secret that fossil fuel-pow-
ered vehicles pollute the air and
harm public health. They spew
noxious greenhouse gases, includ-
ing carbon dioxide, methane and
nitrous oxide, as well as air pollutants
like carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides,
particulate matter and volatile omxnlc
compounds. These emissions add

to correct the wrongs

Nepal's mounnng air qnallly cmls
in

through “affirmative action” in
the USA and "reservations” in
India. But in both the countries,
as Ms, Wilkerson contends,

“caste s\ ystems live on in hearts
and habits, and

which often mps (he gobal nmklng o[
the most polluted cities.

This is evident from a preliminary
test of diesel vehicles conducted by the
traffic police in coordination with the
D of B and the

still live with the residue of
codes that prevailed for far
longer than they have not. In
both countries and at the same
time, the lowest castes toiled for
their masters - African-Ameri-
cans in the tobacco flelds along
the Chesapeake or in the cotton
fields of Mississippi, Dalits
plucking tea in Kerala and cot-
ton in Nandurbar.”

Constitutional and legal re-
medies have proved inadequate
to address the existing discrim-
inations, and political rights
have proved ineffective to stop
the brutalisation of Dalits by up-
per castes in India and of Afri-
can-Americans by the white po-
lice in the USA.

Governments in both the
countries have not done, and
are not doing, enough to correct
the distortions, discriminations
and humiliations that dumlnnm

Dy of Transport
(DoTM) in the Babarmahal area in
Kathmandu last Monday.

Of 20 vehicles tested, only 14
passed the test, while the rest released
black smoke beyond permissible lev-
els. But it s not as easy as it seems to
phase out these chemical-spewing
vehicles off our roads.

Since the DoTM mandated vehicle
emission testing in 2017, aimin,
curb air pollution through its 19 offices
nationwide, efforts have been made 1o
take random on-the-spot and other
annual tests. Starting the same year,
the vehicles that passed the tests were
rewarded with green stickers, while
those that failed were penalised.

The KMC office developed pollu-
tion control guidelines as per its Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources Pro-
tection Act-2021. Nepal likewise has
2003 Vehicle Emission Standards,

Tie KATHMANDU Post

which date that four-wheelers

castes heap on the sub

castes through words, actions
and attitudes on a daily basis,
It is a wonder of wonders that
still a few somehow manage
to escape the clutches of a
system designed ruthlessly to
keep its

registered before 1980 must limit
carbon monoxide to 4.5 percent of
total emissions and hydrocarbons to
1,000 X

Those registered post-1981 must
cap carbon monoxide at 3 percent and
at 1,000 ppm. Likewise,

and unbreachable by the
lower castes.

“Caste is not a physical ob-
ject like a wall of bricks or a line
of barbed wire,” Dr Ambedkar
had said. No one escapes from
its clutches. [t imprints into our
subconscious the unambiguous
message that some will always
be more equal and more deserv-
ing than the others, That is a sc-
ript handed over to us by history,
like a computer program that
“has been installed into the sub-

with the girl and was g
ing her.

At the end he said, I knew
you weren’t from around here.
Know how I know? You looked
me in the eye when | was talk-
ing. Coloured folks from aro-
und hem know better than to

Wilkerson described
nstances of personal hu-
miliation she had to suffer in
public just because she was bla-
ck. This inherent superiority of
the upper castes against the in-
herent inferiority of the lower
ones Is the eighth pillar of caste.
The low caste people are
cnnslan;{y reminded of their
position of inferiority and servil-
ity at every station - while trav-
elling, at work, in restaurants, in
seminars and by

purhy laws g

and immigration nnd “how
(o nstitutionalize racism in the
Third Reich,” for which, as the
Yale historian James Whitman
wrote, "they began by asking
how the Americans did it.” They
copied the American system of
segregating children in the sch-
ools and adults elsewhere, “in
waiting rooms, train cars, sleep-
ing cars, street cars, buses,
steamboats and even in prisons
and jails.”

Thus came "The Law for the
Protection of German Blood and
German Honour” announced by
Hitler in September that year,
banning intermarriages betw-
een Germans and Jews, and Ger-
mans working for the Jews,

The was would be expand-
edin

the attitudes of the dominant
caste members. [n a town in Ala-
bama, in 1961, a white man won
the Mayoral race just by paying
a black man to shake the hand
of his opponent, another white,
in public as a photographer laid
in wait, and having the hand-
shake photo splashed in the
apers.

-aste is a structure that re-
inforces its fixed boundaries in
incidents like this to reinforce
that subordination is the place
where the Negro belongs. Just
like in 21st century India, in the
USA also, “Caste is a living, brea-

against the lewx stripping them
of their citizenship and finally
deporting them lawfully to their
deaths in the Nazi concentration
camps. As another historian
wrote, "American laws were the
main foreign precedents for
such legislation.” The Nazi sys-
tem also imbibed all the eight
pillars of castes.

Both India and USA have
abolished the laws that defined
their caste systems or untouch-
ability and framed their consti-
tutions that guarantee equality
and justice to every citizen.
Both have taken positive steps

editor@thestatesman.com

© i of every one of us.
And, high or low, without interv-
ention or reprogramming, we act
out the script we were handed.”

During the First World War,
in 1918, American troops were
sent to fight for the French who
were badly in need of reinforce-
ments. There the white soldiers
refused to fight in the same
trenches as black soldiers or to
salute their black superiors.

The American military
asked the French commanders
not to develop camaraderie with
them and not to “commend too
highly the black American
troops, particularly in the pres-
ence of (white) Americans.” [f at
all they have to be praised, it
must be only "in moderate
terms”.

In hiring black teachers for
segregated schools during the
Jim Crow era in southern US
states, the principle applied was
to “take the less competent”™ of
the Negro teachers who had
applied. A hundred years have
since passed, but the mind-set
remains much the same, with-
out even a small dent. I it was
not, we would have a casteless
society by now. Ms. Wilkerson
says in the end that "A world
without caste would set every-
one free”, but it is not our fate
to see that world anytime soon,
not before [ die.

(Concluded)

two-wheelers are restricted 1o 4.5 per-
cent carbon monoxide and 7,800 ppm
hydrocarbons. On paper, these sound
like mmni1 provisions.

But the reality is that these regu-
lations aren’t making a dent. Many
vehicles flout the standards, and the
testing process itself is unclear and
inconsistent. For instance, in Kath-
mandu alone, there are more than 1.2
million two-wheelers and over 300,000
four-wheelers, and conducting 20 ran-
dom tests per day in a certain area
doesn’t help clean the air.

Moreover, the annual pollution
tests have proven far from fruitful, as
many vehicle owners easily bypass the
system by either buying green stickers
from illegal sources or bribing emis-
sion inspectors. The authorities have
failed to phase out older, more pollut-
ing vehicles and raise fines for rule
breakers, which could deter violators.

Nepal perhaps needs a policy-
level overhaul to cut vehicle air pollu-
tion. Bangl , Nepal's South Asian
counterpart, for example, has a carbon
tax policy for owners of multiple vehi-
cles to reduce carbon emissions and
encourage the use of public vehicles.

The country should try to emulate
such practices, which have proven
effective in reducing carbon emissions.
We as a country also must be clear on
our energy policies and encourage the
use of electric vehicles.

It Is dangerous that Nepal, while
claiming to promote sustainable ener-
gy: imports LPG, fuel and petrol from
India. Such policy ambiguities will only
confuse vehicle owners and the gener-
al public and will be ineffective in com-
bating air pollution.

Nonetheless, this is not possible
only through government efforts. The
public must be mindful of their actions
and get their vehicles regularly tested
and serviced. Vehicular emissions are
within our control, and if both the gov-
ernment and the public act decisively,
we can make the air a little more
breathable - especially during winter,
when pollution levels rise due 1o
vehicle emissions and wildfires,

Regulation needed

SIR, This refers to the article,
"Understand Gignomics™ (Janu-
ary 20). The gig economy in India
has experienced exponential
growth, with a rising number of
gig workers contributing signifi-
cantly to the workforce.

This trend is indicative of the
evolving

no protection for workers, with
uncertain income streams and
no clear career pathways.
Depending on local labor
regulations, many gig workers
are not protected against unfair
practices, abuse, or injuries while
working. Gig work also raises
hall for ing data

inthe munu-y at a time when the
Job crisis is looming large.

Although the gig sector has
grown in popularity in recent
years, challenges persist for gig
workers, including the need for
job security and benefits such as
health insurance.

Most gig jobs offer little to

security and privacy.

The Central and State gov-
ernments should therefore invest
in education and training pro-
grammes to surpnu gig workers
and ensure fair and

Flexible work arrangements,
and regulatory challenges under-

VALID

score a critical need for a bal-

anced approach that respects the
rights and addresses the vulner-

abilities of gig workers.

While the gig economy pres-
ents opportunities for innovation
and

SIR, Apropos the report "Kejriwal calls middle class victims of
tax terrrorism'; puts 7 demands before Centre” (January 23), 1

think all the demands of Kejriwal are justified.

sustainability hingres on ensuring
that the rights and welfare of
gig workers are adequately pro-

tected.

India’s journey towards &
comprehensive regulatory frame-
work must prioritize inclusivity,

fairness, and the

Its

of
decent work for all, regardless of

work-life balance for them by
introducing clear regulations and
policies.

Ranganathan Sivakumar,

The middle class people, particularly senior citizens, are
gtdn;tmunmd pcyml-huwlmoumduxlhukdwwﬂng
All appeals to the Government for reduction of taxes went

in vain. It has now become a challenge for them to maintain
their livelihood with minimum dignity.

The AAP chief has also asked the 1 to increase
the education budget from a meagre 2 per cent to 10 per cent,
together with pln;ofpmauchoolhem

HPMMndlhwlmn ameliorating the sufferings of

not hesitate to accept Kejriwal’s sug-
gestions.
Yours, etc.,
Yours, etc., Arun Gupta,
Kolkata, 23 January.
Chennai, 20 January.
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How our be

FORMER SECRETARY,
HEALTH MINISTRY

S the Beti
Bachao, Beti Pad-
hao (BBBP) ink
tative  becomes
0 years old, an

nnual) and the National
Family Health  Surveys
(NFHS). The NFHS surveys
2015-16 and 2019-21) are the
most rellable sources to com-
pare and comment on wider
sues as they provide a rich
surce  of  information
Becouse, after all the num-
bers are crunched and digest-
eod, ultimately, the true
barometer  of  womens
progress s thelr status in
ckty

While measuring this, some
things matter more than the
others. One of the important
'y

leading to the ideal child sex
tio and promoting the
empowerment and education
of the girl child is fitting
According to the govern-
th

* isher age ot the

tme of marriage. This s

because it is her health and

her understanding of both

childbearing und childrear-

ing that has an impact on
| health.

menty {]
10th anniversary  of the
BBEPR the sex mtio at birth
(SRB) has improved from 918
in 201415 to 530 in 202324
Also, the girly' enrolment in
secondary  education  has
improved from 75.5 per cent
1078 per cent during the same
period. Additionally, women
havwe  been  empowered
through skilling, economic
initiatives and  widespread
community engagement
While  saluting  these
achievements, one must step
beyond 0 understand how
much womens lives have
changed, for the better or
worse.  Comparisons  need
data and India relies on dif-
ferent swrveys and data
bases, They inchude the dvil
registration system, the sam-
ple  registration  system

e

The firt questions that
should stem from BBEP i
whether the age of mumiage
of girls has gone up and
whether teenage pregnan-
des have come down. This is
because grls who manty
young remain socially isolat-
ed and are denied the fruits
of education.

Despite the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act 2006), the
pructice of child marmiage
remains widespread. Though
the NFHS data reveals a
dedine in chilkd marriages,
their number remains high
Chikd marnages have
reduced from 47 per cent (in
2005:06) 1o (26 per cont) in 10
years and in the next five
years, to around 23 per cent.
Given the size of our country,
23 per cent is stll unacoept-

STILL FAR:

- OPED
is are faring, 10 years on

— T

atly high

While more girls may have
been saved from being
aborted, the benefits of
poshan (nutrition) and pad-
hat feducation) woulkd have
eluded most girls who were
married before 18, Because,
among other factors, it is in
the teenage years that
anaemia is at its peak and
has cascudling effects on the
patient’s health

The second important goal
that BBBP has rightly
focused on is curbing the
practice of female foeticide
What is the status on that?
The ideal child sex ratio,
sccording to the WHO, ks 950
girls 1o 1,000 boys. As per the
latest NFHSS data, the ratio
has gone up from 019 girls to
920 girls for every 1000 boys

More attention
needs to be paidto
enforcing the legal

age of marriage and
incentivising births
after 20 years,

thelr status in sockety. aw

- -

born. This is good progress,
but the data for many states
remains far from satisfactory.
According o figures
released by the Government
of Haryana, the sex ratio was
recorded at 905 girks for 1,000
boys in the first 10 months of
2024. The districts of Guru
gam (859), Rewari (568),
Charkhi Dadri (873), Robtak
(B80), Panipat (890) and
Mahendi garh (896) were the
worst performers, all record-
Ing a below900 sex ratio
Despite economic progress,
many Haryanvis still want
sons. Exhortations alone will
not change the overall ple
ture of saving the girl child
Adechining sex ratiomeans
that female foetuses are
being killed in the womb,
Several other states also

have o child sex ratio less
than 032, as per the NFHS 5.
They include Rajasthan,
Jharkhand, Punjb, Telan-
wana, Maharashtra, Bihar,
Goa, Himachal Pradesh,
Ocdisha and Tamil Nadu. Del-
hi and Chandigarh, too, have
adverse sex ratios.

It shows that education and
wealth, if anything exacer
bate the demand for sex
determination, undemoonng
the craving for sons.

At the same time, there has
been a perceptible mproves
ment in states like Andhra
Pradesh, Uttar  Prodesh,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh
and West Bengal. They are
hovering nearer the WHO
ideal It indicates how much
of the progress rests with the
state Jeadership. A right-
thinking chief minister can
do wonders by gving prima-
& to BBBP and related
health programmes

Itisa motter of comfort that
the Health Ministry has
extended  the  National
Health Mission by five years.
Started in 2005, the NHM has
done morwe to improve the
health indicators of women
than any other programime.

Among the achievements
relevant in the context of
women's status s the dedine
of India’s fertility rate to
below the replacement level
Though it is cause for fresh
worry about what will hap-
pen o the states that wre
aging, the plus side is that
except for the dentified dis:
tricts mainly in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar the

days of unwanted and repeat-
e chikd births are over. Itisa
reat blessing for women.
Side by side, institutional
births, that is births under
medical supervision, have
increased phenomenally. An
institutional  birth benefits
women hugely as it ensures
that they undergo antenatal
check-ups and are sensitised
and skilled in spacing out
children, which also staves
off unwanted pregnancies.
As o result, maternal and

Infant  mortality  have
reduced substan tially
The increase in poorer

households’ access to clean
drinking water, improved
sanftation (oilets) and clean
cooking fuel haw abo
impacted womenls lives for
the better. Though they may
not be directly related to
BBBP they give much reason
for satisfaction.

Tuking the important indi
tors into account and with-
out making BBBB a separste
vertical silo, it is apparent
that womens status  has
improved. The question is
how much and in what
respect

More attention needs to be
paid 0 enforving the legal
age of marriage and incen
tivising births after 20 years.
These two measures will
greatly impact the health of
both women and children
and enable them to get edu-
cated and become economi
clly independent

The day that happens,
Indlia would have come into
its own.

Why markets are failing the green energy transition

JAYATI GHOSH
PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF
MASSACHUSETTS AMHE RST

HE international
community has
long  recognised
the urgent need to
reduce  depend:
ence on fossil fuels and shift
10 renewable enengy, and in
recent years, many govern-
ments have pledged to reach
net-zero greenhouse gas
emissions,  albeit  over
extremely long timeframes
But they will never get there
50 long as they treat electrick
ty, which is central to the
cleanvenernty transition, like
any other market good
The green transition is driv
en by several factors, such as
energy intensity, investment
flows, consumption patterns
and distribution systems. But
its success hinges on human
itys ability to move away
from  “dinty” fossdl fuels
toward clean, renewable ener-
Ky sources, particulady solar
andwind, And that requires o

moent  decades, wind and
solar costs have plummeted,
driven by  technologionl
wlvances — especially in Chi
na, where government inter-
ventions have helped scale up
poen industries and drive
down the socalled levelised
ot of energy (LOOE),
Acvording to this widely used
metnic for comparing power
sources, renewables havecon-
sistently outperformed fossil
fuels, even before external
shocks lke the Ukraine war
sent oll and gas prices soaring.

In theory, these develop
ments should have expedited
the global transition awuy
from fossi] fuels. In practice,
however, renewable-enengy
sources merely supplement
the total power supply, Mean-
while, both developed and
developing countres contine
ue W increase fossilfuel pro-
duction and invest heavily in
exploring new reserves.

The discrepancy cannot be
fully explained by market
forces or relative prices. Over
the years, many have blamed
politicnl leaders for the kdk
of climate progress, especial
ly after climatechange
denlalists rose o power in
ountries Bke the US and
Argentina. But this explana-
tion, 100, 18 incomplete.

As economic  geographer

REALITY: The power sector stil depends heavily on various forme of state intervention, seuroes

kets. First, the driving force
behind private-sector invest
ment and production s not
output prices but rdative prof-
Rability. Second, the nature of
dectriaty makes it ill-sulted 0
being “governed by the man
et”, inevitably keading to suly
optimal  outcomes  in  the
olsence of massive govern.
ment intervention.
Electridty, Christophers
notes, aligns with economic
historian Karl Polanyis def)
nition of “fetitious commodi-
ties” In his seminal work
The Great Transformation’,
Polanyi argues that land,
labour and money were not
intended to function within
market systems. Unlike con-

[t n
how electricity is genemted,
distributed and consumed
Economists and pobcymak-
ers have long framed the
enengy tmnsition as & ques
tion of relative prices, In

Brett Chy hers arn

Rues in
his book The Price is Wong
Why Capitalism Wom't Save
the Planet, the real problem
lies in the fallure to confront
two fundamental truths about
the lmitations of open mar

I goods  explicitly
produced for trade, the com-
merdalisation of fetitious
commodities leads to inefl)
dent and unstable market
transactions and inevitably

Achievingtrue
decarbonisation
requires
govemments o
adoptamore
proactive approach.

meslts in and

social di

teristics pose significant chal-
lenges for the deanenergy
transition. Wind and solar

nates efforts to achieve a
Green New Deal in the US
But the solution s not to

power are inh ly inter

mittent, resulting in fluctuat-

ing output and price volatili-
) )\

bsick: by

derisking Investments,

although such measus are
lable if v

ty the
problem, public subsidies for
“green” investments con lead
10 overcapadity during perd
ods of low demand, while

energy is 0 remain viable.
Instead, the key is recognis-
ing that electricity is not a
commaxlity. Consequently, we

their " 0\
Investors 1o exdt the sector
Moreover, although renew-
able energy has become
cheaper than fossi] fuels, the
profits it generates are low
and unreliable. Christophers
vividly describes this self:

™ operute, these markets
rely on extensive public nter
vention in the form of laws,
regulations, socal norms and
subsidies — both explicit and
implicit. Such interventions
create the illusion of a func
tioning market, even though
prices and profits are ulth
mately shaped by public and
social mechanisms,

R much of its existence,
Christophers notes, electricity
wiss treated as essential public
infrastructure, with its pro-
duction and distribution oper:
ating outside the market. In
recent decades, the pursuit of
profits has fuelled o global
push to unbundle and com-
mercialise genemtion, distry

¢ dynamic,
highlighting how it has
played out across different
economies, from the US and
Norway to India

must ll aspects of
energy production and distri.
bution, encompunssing renew
ables and fossil fuels alike.
Most importantly, achiev.
ing true  decarbonisation
requires  gowrnments o
adopt 0 more  proactive
approach. Instead of acting
a3 behind the scenes market
fclitotors,  policymakers
must take direct responsibi)
ity for producing and distrib

{ the
‘bankability” of green proj
ects, making it harder to
secure financing for renew-
able energy. It should be no

suprise, then, that the
much-hyped Glasgow
Alllance  for  Net  Zevo,

lunched in Apell 2021 ot
COP26 and champloned by
former Bank of England
Governor and UN Special
Envay on Climate Action and
Finance Mark Carney, has
already begun to falter after
the six largest US banks
withdrew from it in quick
This was before

bution and But,
despite the fagade of competh
tive markets, the sector still
depends heavily on various
forms of state intervention,
Blectridtys unique charae

Donald Trumps return tothe
White House further disin
centivised such investment
by bsuing an Executive
Order that effectively termi

uting ble energy:
Such an approach i fur from
mdical. Before the rise of
neoliberlism, govemments
played a pivotal e in busld
ing and managing critica
infrastructure, induding ener
& systems. To facilitute the
green tunsition, they must
reckaim that responsibility.
The expected privatesector
profits from renewableener
Ry generation are simply not
sufficent o drive the neces-
sary transformation, despite
the urgent global demand
Until policymakens come to
terms with this reality, thelr
efforts o accelerate the shift
to renewables will continue
to fll short
Copyright: Project
Syndicate, 2025
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Love is space and time measured by the heart
Marcel Proust

.

Gang rape: Need
to introspect and
connect the dots

he gang rape of a mentally unsound woman in Margao—

an act of shocking brutality committed by a group of

young men—has triggered a wave of anguish and anger

across Goa. Five youngsters from Vasco, four of which

are in the age group of around 18 years, gang-raped the
woman at a guest house at Cansaulim after abducting her from the
Margao KTC bus stand on Wednesday evening,

This heinous crime highlights an alarming reality: violence
against women in Goa is not just a sporadic incident but a system-
ic issue that requires urgent attention, The details of this case—the
age of the accused, their method of enticement, and the failure to
protect a vulnerable individual—paint a worrisome picture of the
safety and security of helpless women in the State,

The circumstances surrounding this crime reveal layers of ma-
nipulation and coercion, The initial enticement of the victim, fol-
lowed by her abduction, showcases premeditated actions that be-
tray a calculated mindset, It begs the question—what drives young

individuals to view women as mere ob-

This heinous crime jects of gratification? This case depicts
highlights an alarming ~ the desperation of the youth that they
reality: violence against  picked and exploited a woman of an un-
women in Goa is nﬂl«n sound mind. It speaks about insecurities

asporadicincidentbut  and safety and the psychological impact
asystemicissue that on the people of the State, especially

requires urgent attention yyinerable women.

When fear pervades people, it can
cripple the very spirit that makes Goa unique. The world knows
Goa as a place of warmth and hospitality, but incidents like these
threaten that narrative, casting a long shadow over its reputation,
The Goa police may have swiftly apprehended the perpetrators
and initiated an investigation, demonstrating a commitment to
justice, but that doesn't settle everything,

This heinous act of gang rape exposes not only moral bankrupt-
cy but also a broader sense of desperation permeating the psyche
of certain sections of our youth today. Given the ages of the ac-
cused, these youngsters are in their formative years; a time when
dreams are built and futures are envisioned. Yet, their actions
paint a starkly horrible picture. Their choice to exploit a vulner-
able woman rather than uplift themselves reflects an alarming
disconnect, Instead of embodying the progressive spirit that Goan
society has shown so far, these youths have succumbed to a horri-
fying sense of depravity,

We need to also look at the element of insecurity that might be at
play here, In a rapidly changing State where economic prospects
may seem bleak, and societal pressures rising, some young Goans
might be grasping at straws, seeking validation through reckless
and violent means, The need to assert dominance, especially over
a vulnerable person, could stem from feelings of inadequacy. This
incident compels us to introspect on the socio-economic land-
scape in which our youth operate, Are they feeling abandoned?
Are they searching for belonging in the most destructive ways?

The narrative surrounding the incident could be a moment of in-
trospection. It is not just about punishing the perpetrators but un-
derstanding the societal fractures that allow such heinous acts to
occur. We must collectively confront the deeper issues of desper-
ation and insecurity, ensuring that future generations rise above
such barbarity. It's time for Goa to reaffirm its commitment to be-
ing a haven for all, emphasizing moral responsibility, empathy,
and resilience in the face of adversity,

—
Current CM vs State’s first
CM Dayanand Bandodkar

n the past week, there has been a significant debate in Goa regarding the com-
parison between the current Chiel Minister, Pramod Sawant, and Goa's first
Chief Minister, Dayanand Bandodkar, While my major grievance with the late
Bandodkar was his push for the merger of Goa, which could have potentially led
to the loss of Goa's unique identity, 1 have also come to appreciate his contribu-
Ilnnn Theu- lmludt uplifting the lower sections of mckty providing free and

and o

1 believe that if he were alive today, he wuuld have spoken out and taken
action against the rapld conversion, destruction, and sale of Goa's valuable
land, environment, hills, water budu-&. and trees. Such lrﬂum\. which cater to
specific lobbies and crony ¢ i luding real estate d pers and land
sharks, would not align with his vision.

Therefore, the current government under Dr Pnunod Smm cannot be com-
pared to the of the late [ G fon and
scams under the present administration have reached unprec edented levels in
Goa-—something that would have been unthinkable during Bandodkar's era,

ARWIN Colva
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A cocktail of freebies & manipulation

As political parties turn to freebies for securing votes in polls, the freebies
culture has fallen to greater depths, with the EC turning a blind eye

dThe writer is a
senior television
anchor and digital
content creator

NEELU VYAS

dreamt of wresting more than 400

seats in the Lok Sabha and this
was when he scornfully described the
budgetary allocations to the econom-
Ically weaker sections and women as
“revadis”,

CHANGING PERCEPTION

After the Lok Sabha debacle, PM
Narendra Modi has become a cham-
plon of revadis because he has real-
ised that brand Modi is no longer a
crowd puller. Modi’s journey in wel-
fare schemes began with loans from
PSUs and LIC. Then he switched to
state funding.

Now, his major focus is Modi guar-
antees, The battle of guarantees was
at its zenith during the Karnataka polls
and now PM Modi has become a full-
fledged, competitive promoter of poll-
eve freebles,

The Maharashtra elections saw
146 freebies being rolled out by the
NDA. During the Haryana elections,
too, the BJP had announced Rs 2100
monthly allowance for women,
scooters for girls, free dialysis for
patients, and two lakh government
jobs.

With the Delhi elections round the
comer, the electoral air is reeking with
i competitive freeble culture.

AAP’S POLL PROMISES

AAP freebies in Delhi include the Ma-
hila Samman Yojna for women ranging
from Rs 1000 to Rs 2100 per month and
Sanjeevni health care scheme for peo-
ple above 60 years,

AAP has claimed that so far 1,3 mil-
lion people have registered. AAP has
also promised accidental and life in-
surance for auto rickshaw drivers to
the tune of Rs 15 lakh, a uniform al-
luwnnc! of Rs 2500 and Rs 1 lakh as

for thelr daugh
K.lnwnl hu also promised Rs lmmo
as an allowance to the granthis and
priests.

CONGRESS’ POLL PROMISES

Congress has promised Rs 8500 for
skill training of the unemployed, Rs
2500 under the Pyari Didi Yojna and Rs
25 lakh insurance under the Jeevan Rak-
sha Yojna.

N ot long ago, Prime Minister Modi

Freeble culture has acquired seem-
ingly treacherous levels now, with Ke-
jriwal claiming that the BIP is distrib-
uting gold chains, sarees, shoes, and

jackets to lure voters,

Recently, BJP leader Pravesh Verma
was caught on camera distributing
shoes to voters in the New Delhi con-

stituency.

Despite this, the EC seems to be
blind to any violation of the model
code of conduct.

BJP’S POLL PROMISES

In fact, the BJP released its second
manifesto in Delhi with a long list of
freebles again,

Needy students will receive free
education from KG to PG in gov-
emment educational institutions,
Needy aspirants, willing to appear
for competitive exams, will also be
provided Rs 15,000 lump sum finan-
cial assistance,

The BIP sald it will form a SIT
to adopt a 'zero tolerance’ policy
against mis-governance and corrup-
tion done by the AAP government in

Delhi,

SC students to get a monthly sti-
pend of Rs 1,000 under the Dr. B.R,
Ambedkar Stipend Yojana, The par-
ty has promised to set up a wellare
board for auto-taxi drivers, life in-
surance of Rs 10 lakh, accident in-
surance of Rs 5 lakh and vehicle in-
surance along with scholarships for
their children.

A welfare board for domestic work-
ers will be created, providing life in-
surance of Rs 10 lakh, accident in-
surance of Rs 5 lakh, scholarships for
their children and 6 months of pald
maternity leave, The number of ben-
eficlaries of PM Swanidhi Yojana to
be doubled.

The BIP is outdoing every other
political party as far as doling out
freebies is concerned. Revadis have
become a political compulsion and
a mantra for survival for Modi and

' the BJP.

How it will fulfill its promises is a
serlous question, given its poor track
record of fulfilling them,

PM Modi, while commenting on re-
vandis, had said that political parties in
various states are spending recklessly
without any thought for future gener-
ations,

FISCAL PLANNING

The same Modi has somersaulted
and taken a sharp U-turn on revadis,
In 2022, then CJI NV Ramanna had
said that freebles should not be dealt
with politically but with fiscal plan-
ning.

The Fiscal Responsibility Manage-
ment Act clearly states that fiscal defi-
cit cannot go beyond 3 percent. This
time, Delhi alone is running into a
deficit. Kapll Sibal had suggested to
the CJI then that the freebies matter
should be taken up by the Finance
Commission,

However, not much work has hap-
pened in that area, and the battle of
freebies gets uglier with each passing
day, Indicating how casually politi-
cal parties take the suggestions of the
Apex court,

The political reality is that when
governments want to divert from the
main issues, freebies become a bank-
able plank,

Modi’s volte-face on freebles is a
realisation of his declining charis-
ma and popularity, which is why the
Delhi election has become a cocktail
of freebies and manipulation for the
BIP.

As far as manipulation is con-
cerned, several stories have sur-
faced about rampant deletions and
additions in voters” list, and how
Form 7 Is being used as a weapon by
booth-level officers along with panna
pramukhs,

Can freebies help the BJP come
back to power in Delhi after a long hi-
atus of 25 years?

FP|
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Disastrous handling
of Panaji’s roads
Many of my friends and colleagues,
Including newspaper editors based in
Panaji, have written in their publica
tions that the city is deteriorating. They
say that instead of being treated like a
ﬂ’m Panaji Is now In such bad shape
that it feels almost beyond repalr,
Some writers have even suggested that
Panajl should be permanently closed,
and a new capital city should be bullt
outside its jurisdiction, While relocating
government offices to ease the city's
burden might help, | believe the better
solution Is to preserve and revive the
unique charm of Panaji’s everyday life.
We Panjimites have a deep affection for
our city, and it's not just us —foreign visi-
tors also love to include a day in Panaiin
their plans. For many, a trip to Goa feels
incomplete without a visit to Panaji,
Let us come together to save Panajl
and bring back the beautiful riverside
ambience that makes it special. The city
offers so much within a short distance:
beaches, greenery, trees, beautiful his-
torical homes, and scenic spots—from
the heights of Altinho to the shores of
Campal. If we repair the basic infrastruc-
ture and manage traffic property, locals
can enjoy th: ly again, and tourists
will keep coming back.
STEPHEN DIAS, Dona Poula

Why notices aren't needed for
demolishing illegal shops

Along highways and roadsides, people
are building shops and running busi-
nesses on government property without
any permission. Despite knowing that
the land belongs to the government,
they continue these activities, When
government authoritles arrlve with
machinery like JCBs to demolish these
Illegal constructions, they demand prior

Why no drive against car drivers

not wearing seat belts?

Itis leamt that in the first 20 days of 2024, the Goa traffic police
Issued over 15,000 challans for various traffic violations, The
most common offences include entering non-entry zones, dan-
gerous parking and riding without helmets, However, for some
unknown reason, no action is forthcoming against car drivers
who do not wear seat-belts, Section 1948 of the Motor Vehicle
Act 1988 mandates the use of safety belts. Violation of the rule is

punishable with a fine of Rs 1,000.

If car drivers in Goa were pulled up for not wearing seat-belts,
the number of traffic violations would have been much higher, At
higher speed those sitting in the front seat, including the driver,
can be thrown through the windshield onto the road, Use of a
lap and shoulder belt reduces the risk of fatal injury by 60%.
Wearing a seat belt by occupants of a car is as vital as wearing a

helmet by a two-wheeler rider,
ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco

notice from the authorities.
Why should government officials issue
notices when the property is already
marked as government land? These
illegal structures across Goa should
be demolished immediately to ensure
such activities are not repeated.
Additionally, people conducting busi-
nesses, such as selling fish and other
0ods, on main roads should be ad-
ressed by the local village Panchayat
and municipality offices. These activ-
itles create a mess and pose safety
risks for citizens. The media should
stop sensationalising these issues and
taking both sides when the truth is
clear, Supporting illegal activities only
encourages more violations,
RONNIE DSOUZA, Chandor

It’s raining freebies

The election campaign in Delhi has
become a sop war between parties that
are competitively offering goodies in
cash, kind, and services to gullible vot-
ars, Election manifestos are treated as

| notes now, not
of future pluu and policies. The ruling
AAP, as well as the two main Opposition
parties, the BJP and the Congress, are
pulling out all the stops in this high-
stakes battle, Their special focus is on
women, who have emerged as a make-
or-break vote bank in recent years, The
powerful BIP is bent on beating AAP at
its own game, conveniently forgetting
that PM Narendra Modi had recently
criticised rival parties for promoting the
freebles culture.
The RBI has repeatedly cautioned
against the fiscal repercussions of such
giveaways, highlighting how they erode
states’ ability to invest in long-term
development. Many states, already bur-
dened with high deficits, are resorting
sed borrowing to fund these
05, Maharashtra is the latest
example. The freebie culture Is not only
vitlating the electoral process but also
making a mockery of Indian democracy.
The Election Commission should take
serfous note of this,
GREGORY FERNANDES, Mumba/
Train tragedy raises
safety concems
Atragic train accident in Maharashtra
claimed 13 lives and caused widespread
griel, Chaos erupted after false rumours
of a fire aboard a train, prompting pas-
sengers to disembark onto an adjacent
track, Tragically, another high-speed
train struck the group, resulting in the
devastating loss of lives. This incident
highlights the need for effective com-
munication and robust safety measures
In India's public transportation system,
The spread of unverified information and
poor evacuation protocols contributed
significantly to this avoidable tragedy.
The Maharashtra incident underscores
the urgent need to address vuinerabili-
ties in railway safety protocols,
SHIRODKAR vio emall
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Court, TikTok & a President

AUS Supreme Court case shows how social media is the new oil

BY MENAKA GURUSWAMY

THE GREATEST SOCIAL and political capi

tal of our time is human attention, and the
challenge for politicians today is how to
capture it using sockal media, It was, there.

fore, no surprise that the Supreme Court
of the United States (SCOTUS) heard TikTok
Inc et al v Merrick B Garland, Artorney
General on an expedited basis and even de

clared a verdict on January 17, The case
demonstrates how the discipline of law
confronts major technological advances

a highly popular app resulting in judges
diving into the world of social media reg

ulation.

First things first, TikTok was launched
02017, has 170 million users in the US and
one billion worldwide, It’s a rather extraor
dinary number given that the population of
the US is around 344 million. You can imag:
ine how desirable the app is for all groups
that vie for human attention ina high-value
market like the US,

As SCOTUS neatly explains, *In 2023, US
TikTok users uploaded more than 5.5 bil
lion videos, which in turn were viewed
more than 13 trillion times around the
world.” It further noted, “TikTok is operated
in the United States by TikTok Inc, an
American Company incorporated and
headquartered in California, TikTok Inc’s ul
timate parent company is ByteDance Lxd, a
privately held company that has operations
in China,"

This prompted the security concerns of
the US government given that data pertain
ing to 170 million Americans is in the hands
of a Chinese company, SCOTUS summarised
the problem as follows: “ByteDance Ltd
owns TikTok's proprietary algorithms
which are developed and maintained in
China. The company is also responsible for
developing portions of the source code that
runs the TikTok platform, ByteDance is sub-
Ject to Chinese kiws that require it to ‘assist
or cooperate’ with the Chinese govern
ment’s 'intelligence work’ and to ensure
that the Chinese Government has ‘the
power to access and control private data'
the company holds,"

The TikTok saga spanned both Donald
Trump's first (2017-2021 ) administration
and Joe Biden's administration (2021
2025). President Trump issued an executive
order in August 2020 finding that the
“spread in the United States of mobéle appl
cations developed and owned by compa.
nies in China continues to threaten national
security, foreign policy and economy of the
United States.”

Subsequently, the LS Congress enacted
the Protecting Americans from Foreign
Adversary Controlled Applications Act,
2024 ("the Act”) that made it unlawful for
any entity to provide services to distrib
ute, maintain or update a “foreign adver
sary controlled application” in the coun
try. Meanwhile, if the app undergoes a
“qualified divestiture”, one where the
president determines that it is no longer
controlled by a foreign adversary, then it
will be allowed to function, TikTok was al
lowed to function with its existing owner
ship structure till January 17, 2025 — the
date of the judgment

In a judgment upholding the Act, the
court ruled that the divestiture requirement

D RajA

“ON JANUARY 26, 1950, India would be a
democratic country in the sense that India
from that day would have a government of
the people, by the people and for the peo-
ple... What would happen to her democratic
constitution? Will she be able to maintain it
or will she lose it again?™ B R Ambedkar
voiced his fear in these words on November
25, 1949, during his last address to the
Constitwent Assembly.

As we celebrate the 75th year of our re-
public while also observing the hundredth
year of the foundation of the CP1, it is a mo
ment for deep reflection. Today, we are con
fronted with serious threats to the very prin.
ciples that define the republic and shape our
collective future.

The CP1has abways been at the forefront of
defending the core values of the Constitution
and had a significant influence on its dralting,
Itwasa firm proponent of a secular state, a vi-
sion shared by many of the Constitution’s
framers; Ambedkar wamed that “Hindu raj®
would be “the greatest calamity for the coun
try”. Atthe same time, sockalism was a key as
pectofour vision, and the Directive Principles
of State Policy, which call for the reduction of
inequalities in income and wealth, were in.

“for purposes of preventing a foreign adver
sary from accessing the sensitive data of 170
million US TikTok users is not a subtle
means of exercising a content preference,”
adding that “speakers distinctions such as
this are not presumed to be invalid under
the First Amendment”. Free speech is pro-
tected by the First Amendment to the
United States Constitution

“The government's TikTok related data
collection concerns do not exist in isola
tion,” explained the court, “The record re-
flects that China has engaged in extensive
and years-long efforts to accumulate struc
tured data sets, in particular on US persons
to support its intelligence and counterin
telligence efforts, Even if China has not
leveraged its relationship with ByteDance
Ltd to access US TikTok user data, the peti
tioners offer no basis for concluding that
the government’s determination that China
might do so is not at least a reasonable in
ference based on substantial evidence.”

While deferring to Congress and the
government, the court asserted, “We are
mindful that this law arises in a contextin
which national security and foreign pol
icy concerns arise in connection with ef
forts to confront evolving threats inan area
where information can be difficult to ob-
tain and the impact of certain conduct dif
ficult to assess.” Finally, SCOTUS concluded
that the regulations promoted a “substan
tial governmental interest” and that the
regulation “did not burden substantially
more speech than is necessary” and hence,
the law did not violate First Amendment
rights. Meanwhile, Justice Sonia
Sotomayor in her concurring opinion con

On January 20, President
Trump signed an executive
order halting the TikTok ban
for 75 days to permit his
administration “an
opportunity to determine the
appropriate course of action.”
A resource so valuable for the
human beings whose
attention it captures that
constitutional courts vie to
regulate it and presidents
strive to emancipate it
TikTok’s case must also be
read for how deftly the court
navigated concerns of free
speech and national security,
alongside the nuances of
social media

C R Sasikwmar

cluded that the Act in question did impli
cate freedom of speech by "imposing a
burden on TikTok's speech in the United
States”. Given the majority decision, how
ever, TikTok went off the air for 12 long
hours and its 170 million American users
had no access to it

But the story doesn't end here, On
January 20, President Trump signed an ex
ecutive order halting the TikTok ban for 75
days to permit his administration “an op-
portunity to determine the appropriate
course of action”, The president has the
power to delay the ban for up to 90 days,
Meanwhile, urged on by Trump, an
American investor group bs putting together
a bid to buy the social media app from
ByteDance. At an election victory rally,
Trump had told his supporters, "We have
no choloe but to save it (TikTok )" while sug:
gesting that the US will own 50 per cent of
the company,

The case of TikTok demonstrates how
soclal media is the new oil, A resource so
valuable for the human beings whose at
tention it capures that constitutional courts
vie to regulate it and presidents strive to
emancipate it. This case must also be read
for how deftly the court navigated concerns.
of free speech and national security, along
side the nuances of social media. The case
poses questions that will undoubtedly arise
inother countries as well: When an alleged
foreign adversary owns a substantial swath
of a country's citizens' data, how must a
government secure it?

Guruswamy is Senfor Advocate at the
Supreme Court

Threats to the Republic

Constitutional principles of freedom, equality, dignity need to be safeguarded

fluenced by socialist ideals. The aim was not
Just political independence but also economic
and social justice.

Considering India's diversity, the framers
of the Constitution gave us a federal polity.
The CP1 was also in the lead here by raising
the demand for linguistic states and the de
centralisation of power. The principles of sec
ularism, welfare and federalism were woven
into the fabric of the Indian state, But today.
we find that these principles are increasingly
under threat

The rise of religlous majoritasianism ks one
of the most serious threats to the republic to-
day, undermining the foundational idea of
India as a pluralistic society. Ambedkar had
warned: “If there is anybody who has in his
mind the project of solving the Hindu
Muslim problem by force, which is another
name of solving it by war, in order that
the Mushims may be subjugated. . ..this coun-
try would be involved in perpetually con
quering them.” The horrific lynching inci
dents of recent years show how Muslims face
such a warlike situation today, and the maost
recent example of this assault on secularism

Another equally pressing threat to the
republic is the increasing economic inequal
Ity. The vision of a welfare state, as enshiined
In the Constitution, called for a system that
would ensure not only political but also eco
nomic democracy. Yet today, we are wit
nessing the growing concentration of
wealth in the hands of a few. This is also a
social and political issue: The marginalised
are increasingly being excluded from the
benefits of growth, leading to heightened
unrest and creating fertile ground for com:
munal politics, where the poor are pitted
against each other based on religious iden
tity rather than class interests.

Under the Directive Principles of State
Policy, the responsibility of providing
means of livelihood to all and minimising
the inequalities of income and status were
squarely with the state, However, the eco
nomic polickes of the current government

the privatisation of public assets, the
weakening of labour rights and a pro-cor
porate agenda — have exacerbated these i
sues, The CPI, which has always stood
against such policies, calls for a complete

is the repeated violation of the Maces of  restoration of the welfare state, a core tenet
Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991, of the Constitution.
1 B |

Further, India's federal polity faces sig:
nificant challenges under the BJP-RSS
regime. Article 1 of the Constitution de-
clares India a Union of states, but the cen
tralisation of power, manifested in the
Centre legislating on state subjects and mis.
using the colonial office of the governor to
undermine democratically elected state
governments, erodes the essence of feder
alism, This centralisation is coupled with
efforts to impose cultural, linguistic, and re-
ligious uniformity, and the push for "One
Nation, One Election”, which would further
dilute the autonomy of states

Today, we face a crisis where right
wing, communal politics and crony capi
talism are undermining the core values of
the Constitution, The CPf calls upon every
citizen, every progressive force and every
true patriot to join the struggle to regain
the Republic for the betterment of the peo
ple of India. Let us draw inspiration from
the vision of our Constitution and work to
ensure that it remains a living document
that guarantees freedom, equality and dig
nity for all

The writer is general secretary, CP
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“T'he state cannot absolve itself of the

and assure them of safety. The key
adcressed, whike those Pakistani Hindug
amnesty, and allowed to return home

responsibility to protect Hindu citizens
factors behind their exodus need to be
s that have keft for India should be given an

- DAWN

The 75-year
milestone

Constitution has served us well.
Cultivating constitutional morality

is awork

BY RAM MADHAV

THIS YEAR MARKS 75 years of the adop-
tion of India's Constitution, The govern.
ment has planned year-long programmes
with the slogan “Hamara Samvidhan,
Hamara " - our ¢

in progress

Indian Constitution

The Swaraj Party passed a resobution in
May 1934 demanding that a Constituent
Assembly be convened to frame an “ac
ceptable constitution”, The Indian people
heard about the Constituent Assembly for
the first time then,

The next decade saw the Congress
aging batthes both in the stroets as well as
on the constitutional front. Jawaharlal
Nehru was categorical that the Constituent
Assembly would function as a “completely
sovereign body". The British finally sub-
mitted to that through the India
Independence Act, 1947,

The Constituent Assembly met for the
first time on December 9, 1946, The Draft
C

our pride. At a grand inaugural event held
in the Central Hall of Parliament on
November 26, 2024, President Droupadi

placed bedore it on Febnaary
21, 1948, A revised version was placed on
November 4. Its second reading happened
clansse-by-clause, and the final draft was ap

Murmu called the C the “holi
est book of our country”

The making of the Constitution was an
inspiring saga every Indian should be proud
of, Four aspects of our Constitution should
invoke that pride — the struggle that pre.
ceded its maldng, the making itsel, the con
tent, and the journey in the last 75 years.

The struggle for having our own
Constitution began at least 25 years before
the formation of the Constituent
Assembly, The first ever Government of
India Act of 1858 came after the 1857 War
of Independence. No Indian was involved
in that process, Six decades later, came a
new version, the Government of India Act
1919, By then, the Congress had emerged
as a rallying point for all nationalists. It
raised a strong voice against the Act, de
manding that not the British government
but the Indian legislature should have the
authority to draft its own constitution.

The Swaraj Party, the parliamentary
wing of the Congress, raised the issue in
the Legislative Assembly in 1924 demand
ing that a roundtable conference be con
vened to negotiate constitutional reforms,
Instead of giving a sympathetic ear to the
demand, Secretary of State for India, Lord
Birkenhead, challenged Indian leaders to
“produce a constitution which carries be
hind it a falr measure of general agreement
among the great people of India.” He also
decided to further taunt them by appoint.
ing an all-British Simon Commission for
the review of constitutional measures
needed for India

The Congress leadership accepted the
challenge, Motilal Nehru led an all-party
conference to draft a constitution that also
had Subhas Chandra Bose, Annie Besant,
MR Jayakar, Jawaharlal Nehru and a cou
ple of Muslim League representatives, It
came out with adralt constitution in 1928,
popularly known as the “Nehru Report”.
It contained 22 chapters and 88 articles
and dealt with important subjects like
fundamental rights, a bicameral parfia
ment, division of powers, judicial inde
pendence and centre-state relations. It un
equivocally declared that universal adult
franchise will be the model for India with
every citizen 21 years of age and above se
curing voting rights. A leading newspaper
exclaimed that while Birkenhead got a be
fitting reply, .. .we have drawn the Magna
Carta of our liberty”, A call was given at
the Lahore Congress session in December
1929 to celebrate the “day of independ
ence” on January 26, 1930. It was to com
memorate that occasion that January 26,
1950 was chosen for the adoption of the

» 26,1949,

Unlike today, there were no time Bmits
to the speeches of the Assembly members.
In total, the members spoke 3.6 million
words. Atotal of 7635 amendments were
moved, of which 2,473 were discussed
The Constitution that came out of this hard
work contained 395 articles and eight
schedules, Ambedkar had to shoulder
much of the burden of drafting it and in
corporating thousands of amendments.
Rajendra Prasad, chairman of the
Assembly, acknowledged this, saying, "I
have realised as nobody else could have,
withwhat zeal and devotion the members
of the Drafting Committee and especially
its Chairman, Dr Ambedkar, despite his in
different health, have worked."

While moving the Objectives
Resolution in December 1946, Jawaharlal
Nehru passionately appealed that it was
more than just a resolution but a “decla
ration”, a “firm resobve™, a “pledge”, and fi
nally, a “dedication", That was what the
2 mbers of the Assembly did h
the 35 months of the Constitution's mak
ing. The journey of the last 75 years wit
nessed many impoctant constitutional re
forms like the Hindu Code Bill, the
incorporation of Fundamental Duties, the
Iintroduction of decentralisation and the
Panchayati Raj system, ending centralised
planning, and the abrogation of Article 370,

Some criticise it as a “colonial consti
tution”. However, a closer look reveals that
the Constitution contained most elements
of the Nehru Report of 1928, President
Murmu called it “the outcome of our long
freedom struggle”,

The Constitution has served our coun.
try efficiently and effectively for 75 years,
While allegations and counter-allegations
about who was a protector and who was
adetractor abound due to political expe
diency, the sockal and religious minorities
and other marginalised people see it as a
great guarantor of their rights and free
doms, Our Constitution has been success
ful in bullding the spirit of "One Nation,
One People”

Ultimately, the Constitution is only a
statement of intent, The constitutional
morality ~ acting in its spirit — of those
who manage it is critical. Ambedkar
warned that “constitutional morality is
not a natural sentiment, It needs to be
cultivated.” On this occasion, let the na
tion dedicate itself to the task of cultivat
ing that morality.

The writer, president, India Foundation, ts
with the BJP. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE

TruMP AND WHO

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A weaker
shield (1E, January 24), It is olbwious that
the WHO could not meet the standards
required to keep the world free of dan
gers such as COVID- 19, However, the
presence of such a platform will always
provide opportunities to discuss health
issues at the international level. Instead
of abandoning it, Trump should malke all
possible efforts to redirect and revitalise
the WHO to make it a more result-ork
ented, inclusive and R&D based organk
sation, to ascertain ground realities in
more cogent ways, He should under
stand that removing the US from its role
of patronage would put a question mark
on the existence and sanctity of the
WHO, Trump should revisit his decision
inthe wider interest of humanity.
Devendra Awasthd, Lucknow

TRADE OPPORTUNITY

THISREFERS TO the editorial, The new
trade’ (1E, January 24), This situation
provides a golden oppartunity for India
if we can increase trade with the US on
the latter’s terms, with complete reform
of industrial policy and tarff rates, The
state governments will have to change
their policies to encourage industry to

EDITOR

increase production for domestic and
global markets, Even if there's a reces
ston in the global market, the domestic
market provides abundant opportuni
ties for Indian producers, provided
there is an increase in the purchasing
powerof Indian consumers. This would
require reforms in the direct tax struc
ture. Hopefully, the finance minister
won't miss the opportunity in the up-
coming Budget.

Shishir Sindekar, Nos

THE WAY FORWARD

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A moral
faibure’ (IE, January 24), It is admirable
for the author to express genuine con
cern while challenging the zeitgiest
The sensitive issue at hand is not re.
sobved by the immediate gratification
of capital punishment; rather, itis a
deeper problem rooted in the igno-
rance perpetuated by our lackin
cation system, The way lorward re
quires measures including a more
liberal system which removes the
stigma associated with sex education,
while developing a curriculum chal
lenging the existing societal norms,
which have inadequate and archaic
moral models.
Shaswat Jena, Ghaziabad




HNIs Leaving Poor
Little Great Britain

Tax policy overhaul needed to get money home

Inan effort tomake Britain great again, the island state’s
chancellor of the exchequer—which sounds better than
‘finance minister'—Rachel Reeves announced this week
at Davos that plans are afoot to abolish ‘non-dom’ sta-
tus-—those whose permanent home or domicile isoutside
Britain for tax purposes—will be amended to allow a mo-
regenerous phase-out of tax benefits A flight of milliona-
ires—some 9,500 in 2024 alone—is indeed a matter of con-

cern. The tax changes :u'e designed to take away the in-
centive toseek ici d—primarily to pl like
Dubai, Italy, Maltaand Switzerland. But there is the dang-

erof swelling the numbers of the wealthy leaving the co-
untry. London may widen the transition window. But that
may not be good enough. Since most non-doms are of fore-
ign origin, they could just wait out the transition period
before finalising their plans tomigrate.

Britain wants to move to a residence-
based tax regime and expects to convin-
ce HNIs holding wealth overseas to
bring it ‘home’. There is legitimate con-
cern over the flight of capital as witnes-
sed by delisting of companies from Lon-
don Stock Exchange. British HNIs are
earning a big chunk of it overseas and
may not want to get it into the country’s inheritance tax re-
gime. The government says it is heeding the concerns of
non-doms. But it may have togo inforacomprehensive over-
haul of tax policy to convince them to bring their money
onshore. The longer the issue plays out, the British exche-
quer stands to lose more revenue through ‘HNIxits'.

Since Brexit, Britain has lost the pulling power of in-
vestor visasfor Hlelosculcm thecountry. Thisisatati-
mewh h P erampingupthe-
ir & i The interna-
tionally wealthy commumt_ is highly mobile and the
British government's rethink may be a futile rearguard
exercise, It has introduced uncertainty over taxation
that reinforces migration decisions. Britain could look
at competing models that are delivering better outcomes
inthearrival lounge.

y J— -
Tk Ecoxomic Tives

Our Republicans
Missing in Action

Tomorrow, like on every Republic Day. there will be much spe-
echifying about ‘the world's largest democracy” and the ‘sa-
credtext’ that isthe Constitution. But if youlet the rhetoricco-
ol abitand let facts do the talking, we may be looking the other
way to avoid being caught looking uncomfortable as a demo-
cratic nation. PRS Legislative Research's annual report, ‘'The
Annual Review of State Laws' for 2023 released last year,
shows that state assemblies met for 23 days in 2023, Asmany as
12states met for less than 100 hrs that year. 44% of all bills were
passed on the day of introduction or the very next day, giving
debates ashort shrift. In 2002, acommittee set uptoreview the
workingof the C i thath sof sta-
telegislatures with less than 70 members
should meet for at least 50 days in a year,
and other houses meet for at least 90 days.

Any Trumpian move that weakens the Western alliance brings glad tidings to Beijing

reat Again

Making China G

Is Trump a China hawk? | think,
if you look at what he said and
did. you'll find it difficult to
classify him in those terms”

THE ECONOMIC TIMES | NEW DELHI/ GURGAON | SATURDAY | 25 JANUARY 2025 | WWW ECONOMICTIMES. COM

relationship” he said, adding, ‘Is
Trump a China hawk? I think, if you
look at what he sald did, youll
find itdifficult toclassify him in thase
terms.’

A deal between the two biggest
competitors in business, tech and mi-
litary s not easy to achbeve. Besides,

there are several China hawks, in- (8

cluding secretary of state Marco
Rubio, in Trump2.0. At thesameti.
me, Trumpites include Elon
Musk and Jed! Bezos, both of

whom have business interests

inChina.

At the most, Trump and Xi
might work out a plan to ac-
commodate each other.
mostly allowing the for
mertoshow he isearning
more money for Amers
caout of China. Trump
ischanging his views be-
canse the original purpo-
se of derailing China’s
exports through trade
war has not worked. Chinese exports
totheUSgrew! l'.durmg\mm}

No

Xi’ s main objective is
to get assurance from

the new administra-
> tion that it would not
protect  Taiwan
militarily in case

a clash. More
than economic is
sues, Xi is keen to
capture Talwan
inwhat the Chine-
seregardasa‘reu-

Saibal Dasgupt
J any Chinese pundits
[/} jubitant about Donald
1 Trump's return to po-
wer. The US president
his inaugural speech on Jan 20. Two
days later, he sald he would impose a
10% tariff on Chinese goods, scaling
@ 60% duty. On Thursday, the US lea-
der went one step farther when he sa-
id that he would ‘rather not have to
werover China’.

So, ks Trump then looking for adeal
to resolve some of the vex- ing
tions? There are some
clear signals that he is
revising his attitude
stance, he no longer
accuses China of
stealing American
ge a 10% additio- ‘IS
nal duty because
he claims China is
of fentanyl, a
highly addictive drug plaguing many
Americans.
on a deal with China emerged three
days before the swearing-in when he
talked toXiJinpingover the phone. ‘It
many problems together, and star
ting immediately” he said on social
media. Hespecifically mentioned tra-
cussed. Soon after taking charge,
Trump ‘saved’ TikTok, China’s po-
werful soft-power tool with 170 mn

and commentators are

avoided a direct attack on China in
back his earlier position of charging
use[tariffs). But it'sa tremendous po-
issues In US-China rela
towards China. For in-
Jobs. He will char-
behind the supply

The first sign of Trump working
is my expectation that we will solve
de, fentany! and TikTok as topics dis-
;)\;ner:lcan!nlhwrrx from an imme-

" betwe-
enthetworegions. Trumphas earlier
indicated that he sees no ‘emational”
reasons to defend Taiwan and has
even suggested that Taipei pay pro-
tection money tothe US,

Any deal between the world's big-
gest and second-biggest econombes,
evenona limited scale, will cause ma-
Jorchanges in the global supply chain
and throw up threats and opportuni-
ties. India, which has demonstrated a
leaning towards the West without be-
coming a committed US ally has rea
sans toworry A US-Chinadeal would:

P Reverse the Biden administra

During a panel discussion at WEF
on Tuesday, Harvard Kennedy Scho-
ol's Graham Allison said that ties bet
ween the two superpowers could tick
up. ‘T'm betting this thme next year...
well be surprised on the upside in the

tion's [ using India and
Japan tocounter China's influence in
diplomacy and in fora like Quad. In
dia has been the only voice that did
1ot take an anth-US stance in BRICS
while China, Iran and Russia conti-
nuously lambast Washington.

» Indian businesses have been loo-
king forward to additional flow of In-
v from

ts and high

France. opposex! his recent remark
about the US taking over Greenland.
¢ he skipped this claim in

lJS companibes trying to move their
operations, partly or fully out of Chi.
na, That flow could take a hit.

“Trump is a businessman at heart,
his considerations are more pragma
tic. He is not interested in ideology.
sald Wang Dong, international rela.
tions professor at Peking University
like geopolitical is-
qn:-st lan,

Trump,' he added, i Trump
succeeds

in making a
deal with China, he will
be emulating what
Richard Nixon did when

hie it

noting that the self-
governing island,
which  Beijing
claims its own,
did not come up
in his inaugura-
tion speech.
During his
first term in
2017, some Chi-
nese  experts
had predicted
that

ted this time as Trump has pulled lh«'
USout of the Paris Ag

his inaugural speech.
China views the western alliance,
which includes economi-

THE SPEAKING TREE

Breaking
Barriers

TEAMST

Ultra-nationalists, focused
only on making their ‘own’
country, race and religion great
again, haveanantithetical
approach to fostering a united
world in the fisce of global
llenges, such as climate

change. Sages remind us that
welive inan interconnected
world—and whether issues are
related to economics, environ-
mentor health, we rely on
global cooperation rather than
on isolated endeavours. This is
especially true when addres-
sing global problems such as
climate change, degradation of
ecosystems and the consequent
destruction of numerous
species and their habitats.

Insuchanenvironment, it is
important toexplore Hw r\frl
can Ubuntu

es like Germany, Britain, Japan and
the US, as a major hurdle in China's
ambition to become the foremost hub
of high-end technologies and achieve
the dream of ning the world's
biggest economy Any move that wo-

weaken the western alli-

on happy, mutual coex| L‘lmux
“lam because you are.” Ubun-
tuasserts that individuals are
not isolated beings; weare
interconnected and derive our
humanity through relations-
hips with others,

ance brl
Beijing.

If Trump succeeds

in making a deal

with China, he will

be emulating what

Richard Nixon did

when he visited Be-

ijing in February

1972 and forged a

Inlndic hical tradi-
tion, Pratityasamutpada, the
theory of dependent origina-
tion, is imperative to Buddhist
central tenets, Nothing in this
world has an independent
arigin, including shunayata or
emptiness. Geography and
borders ought to be seen as
conveniences rather than as
Withdrawing

China at the he.
ight of the Cold
Waraspartol his
‘ping-pong diplo-
macy”. The Nixon
visit resulted in
China attracting
FDI and going on to

become an‘economic miracle’

mate change, an important issue in
Europe. Several European leaders,
including heads of Germany and

The writer is authar of Running with the
Dvagon: How India Showld Do Business
swith China

Democracy’s
Constitution

mistakable terms what is to be
doneand what is not to be done, It
must not be left to be interpreted by
any individual or body inany
manner they please. This is the
reason why [am urging that we
should not leave everything to the

Judicially Free
Isn’'t ‘Above All

Parliament doesn't fare much better: Satvik Varma wisdom and discretion of future MC Govardhana Rangan
The 2024 winter session functioned for £ Thanks mh“ the Constitution - m—————
hrs27mins witha productivity of 40.08%. The seedsof the term ‘republic’ gest written one 'n. Court ruling in
. Maybe the Narayana Murthys and Sub- were sown in 1947 by the inlmdut of any republic, Theas ly Wik Bharati vs State
B ranmanyans should give our MLAS and Honol the'dijective ¢ thatthe Canstituti of ¥ mlmla case imiting Parlia.
MPssomeadviceon work culture. When legislative bodies fail Nehru, The very first of these lmm\mk-mood by Iht- common judiciary holding monopoly in
tomeet, sessions arcadjourned, billsare rushed through, pub- objectives read:*...to proclaim populace, and not just
lie trust erodes. No amount of “voter turnout’ stats can swee- Indliaasan Independent Sovereign  tobe interpreted by lawyersor toplay out in the future.
ten thismissing hand. Republic.' Nehruwasof theview  academics. AConstitution bench of 13 judges,
mm evolving intoa mpubllcwx-m Over seven decades, politically. ina “view by the majority,’ raled
It is reasonable for voters to expect that their elected repre- natural prog h . that Gol of theday can amend the
sentativesshow upfnr work i m Parli and en- some states, growth of regional Constitution, but can't alter its
gagein i daddressissnes that whatever system af govern parties and their rale at the Centre “Basic structure’, This ks celebrated

critical to public welfare. Instead, executive absentecism has
been rationalised and normalised. Lok Sabha speaker Om
Birla recently ‘Jl.'!rt'd his cnneern over the declining number
of sitti f d uptive tendency of fre-
quent adjournments. We should be concerned, too.

ment India establishes, it must fit
in with the temper of its peopleand

and, often, in government forma-
ton. India has also matured asa

asaturning point where the judici-

He had no doubt that India stood
for democracy, but volced that the
assembly would determine what

it d naturally p
asockety Through itall, the Consti-
tution has been our lodestone.
Yet, as we move forward, we
should

ary dmp«l the powersof elected
& ingabout changes
through prescribed in the

Constitution.
Ttmay have been a happy outcome

for the signature of his fellow
judges, based on Justioe HR Khan-
na's observation, which was repor-
tedly not the view of the majority.
“Never had the Supreme Court seen
such a spectacle,” writes Al
hyarujina. “This is the socalled
“The View By the Majority”of the
bench which has been assumesd to
be the decision in the Kesavananda

case.
This benchmark judgment’s one
vital outcome has been the forma-
tionof the collegium tosedect high
court and apex court judges. Borro-
wing from the ‘basic structure’
doctrine, the top court, in the 1956
“Supreme Court Advocates-on-
Record Assoctation ¥ Unlon of
India’ case overruled an earlier

from common platforms and
economic, cultural and in-
tellectual exchanges, for ex-
ample, might not be sucha
good idea when instant com-
munication tools have virtual-
Iy broken down all barriers.

Dilip is walking down the
street one day, and he
happens tosee hlsthIgh
school friend, Harish.

“Harish! How are you? he

greets hisold buddy.

'Nolsomd,boss.' says
Harish.

“Why what happened?”
asks Dilip.

T just went bankrupt. |
don tknow what I'm going

'(‘mlld have been worse,"
Hai

again encounters Harish
inarestaurant. ‘Hey, how

decision that said i

doesn’t mean ‘concurrence’ in the

appointment of judges, and Gol can

decide when there aredifferences.
‘The irony is that the C:

burned down last night.”
“Could have been worse,'
D

doesn't mention ‘collegium,’ and it
remainsa later formulation of the
Jjudiciary An independent judiciary
Isessential for a democracy But can
itassume supreme powers over
other armsof democracy? Appoint-
mentsand transfers of judgesto
higher courts by the collegium have
been criticised.

Justice Jasti Chelameswar, who
dissented in the NJAC case, said,

“We, the nn-mbcnd‘ the judiciary,

from the other muonzans of the
State. But have we developed an
alternative constitutional morality
toemancipate us from the theory of
checksand balances, robust enough
to keepus incontrol from abusing
our independence?”

Soli Sorabjecalso questioned the
collegium system. ‘Nodoubt judges

be imolved inthe maner\";( appoint-

shapetogive to that democracy atthat time,
% hi giventhe
throughdiscussionsand changes,  what Ambed- then prevai-
Fumnmn«l m\%-' ?vmu:::vlulhn hkaraal:i in 5 ling p(ﬂmr(lﬂl
‘onstitution. While introducing is final speec situation when
TH INK ABOUT IT hisresolution, Nehruevenargued  in the constitu- fundamental
that there was noneed for in ent assembly rights were
Another show put up by the dusi«;\.of the wur;i ‘dmnoc'mlm'm licl“fs @ ?&wlr;uvr ;n?g &hml
E “repul ic” meant that woul M9, Il we ul e
Emilitary-industrial-patriotic complex naturally bedemocratic. Itisthe  wishtomainta-
f the Constitu- d y f throwlighton
tion that supplements India’s not merely in i how much
NOt Republlc Day It’s democratic character: form, but also politics was
’ Duringthe debates, BR Ambed-  infact. what tnvolved in the
kar arguexd that the republican must wedo? decision itself.
Show ea 0 Da natureof government signified ‘The first thing The bench was
nly y that the ultimate authority rested inmy jud- divided intwo
with the electorate nnd. .consequ- gement we groups, having
OrNorth ently mustdoisto firm viewson
thewill of the people. It was impnr hold fast to
Kmua.(k(:hlna'. AU quality- tant tounderscore initsfounding  constitutional as some were
there will be ‘boy that India hods of par h
toys'—no, 'toy boys' are a different thing altogether—and will bear noallegiance toany achievingour it rulings that
people playing ‘soldiers’ because that’s what they are. The external authority A close scrutl- laland raised the

display of metaphorical muscle in the form of tanks, anti-
mmmmwwwwm
even

ny of the deliberations reveals that
the republican character is also

economic objectives.” He emphasi
sed that the people ‘must not be

prin
cipes of universal adult suffrage,

content with
(lﬂnm Cracy, but rather strive for a

ights, ism
and sockal justice, all of whichare
critical pillars of India’s Constitu-
tion.
Th

ly aware that in
it d

ies,

v with underlying
pnnupk-& of equality, liberty and
fraternity’. For Ambedkar, to
divoree these three principles from
cach other was todefeat the very
purpose of democracy

24 A
one wolf whistles.
anllﬂmhhdummlndhuh‘hndof(‘mnﬂll. imply-
ingan in up
Rajpath in Delhi forgiv she was
witnessing a strutting militaristic state. Such performative
display of war debrate the ad of the Cons-
titution is rather strange. What a K-9 Vajra self-propelled ho-
witzer gun has todo with India the mili-
tary tri mplex will beable to tell. The ritua-
Ilmhnof mx ls a

ruimmdhemmya’nmwmbew
mmmmmmmmmm
violence, who'llbechy

mentsof yers

judiciary but |Mmd|n:m cannot
haveamonopoly in the matter; he
said.

questionof judil ial propriety,
The

G5-day
Iheruhm. mad mﬂm ll)u-a lhnllpr

than the

[} ent has
Mlmm«mmmvrllwll \\Ilhmm
injudges’ There

power of Parliament. “The narra-
tionof theevents, .. may raise
doubts not only nhoul the reliability
of the verdictof the

vmuld certainly be another attempt
toamend it. The ‘basic structure’
doctrine may also n*surfau- To

Amonth later, Dilip runs
into Ihrlshamlrdume
“Well, how goes

qh Now mywue has left

Dulpmmsmm
gives his usual optimistic
smlle.sa)inm “Could've

worse.”

Thls time, Harish grabs
Dilip by the shoulders.
“Every time you say the
same thing: “Could have
been worse." How in Hea-
ven's name could it have
beenany worse?!"

Diliplooks at Harish and
explains: ‘Could have been
worse. It could have happe-
nedtome.”

ARacetoSave
The World

Apropos the Edit Adapting to
Less Hot Alr in the Room' (Jan
24). Trump’s Adieu Paris
pmcl;un:nuun is regrettable

tyof the basic structure of the
Constitution, but may alsocast

p the Ce a
correct interpretation is required.

h unexpected. This
not nnl) ﬁhlfls focus from

“Therecan

oo, But owing to India’
us society, there was aneed to
incorporate written pnwi‘kmx to

ts but

governan-  Today, weare w doubtson whether the hearing of 86 the need for the maintenance of turns the clock back by seve-
days, with Judicial e, AK Avyar raldecades. Trump's obses-
mmmd b) the Ce onsulunon the andwlmﬂ» was really a)udlclal saldduring lhemnsmunaml sion with American oil-leve-
and exereise g ms assembly debate, “The doctrine of raged economic growth is
judiciary all of dof th isnot to by dto i and

integrate] es,
especially witha view Iu reconcile
varying customs and needs of all
citizens. Assembly member KT
s!uhm»mduul inacountry as

which is undermining the demo-
cratic spirit. So, if we wish to
preserve the Constitution, we must
resolve not to be tardy in the recog

Inddia, the Ci
should provide detalled guidance
to prevent misinterpretation and
misuse. He wanted the Constitu-
tion to ‘lay down in clear and un

nitionof th s that lie across
our path, or be weak inour initkati.
vetoremove them.

The writer tsa senior advocate

Supr ‘ourt.”
writes TR Andhyarujina in his 2014
book, Kesavananda Bharati Case:
‘The Untold Story of Struggle for
Suprenacy by Supreme Courtand
Parliament.

‘The way the ‘view by the majority”
wasarrivedat rvmnmsmm 10-
nable. It was reported that Chief
Justice SM Sikricirculated anate

the level of adogma so as toenable
the judiciary to function as a kind

will hamper plans for achie
ving net-zero targets that are
based on scf 3

of supe uper
executive. Thereare inherent risks
in protecting something the fo-
undersdidn’t give us in the first
place.

rational global leaders and
other experts must work
together toget the world off
this dangerous path.
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SPOTLIGHT

Assembly Elections: 2013-2020

CANVASs

e
Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

Congress
Congress

Reserved for
Sl Scheduled
0 Castes: 12

Tﬂal”ﬂdm
@ 15614000

I 376,473 !nx;n

Third gender: 1,267

Polling stations
E' 13,033

Total Seats

| 2020 2015 2013
WAAP WBJP W Congress

(Con) » Kolkaji: Atishi

Date of Polling:
February 5 o d o d
i SHEMIN JOY Kejrival, who did not vacate  Gandbhi leading the charge ¢ Cc BJPd' vlod K 11 l’ . 0
ejriwal, who did not vacate  Gandhi leading the charge w
DH NEWS SERVICE his chair while in jail to scuttle mnkcmcm-milknmcammiulnr dn lb ge CJ rlwa pdrty .
. Eydll a fourth straight . .
win, e corr the emergence of any other fight. Dalit groups and minorities
charges, anti-incumbency he Aam Aadmi Party  power centre in AAP, quitaschief  too have reservations about AAP, SUMIT PANDE continued to u-lymlhcl’nuﬁl:‘r the vencer off Kejriwal's ‘anti-
« Reaching out 10 caste has entered the Dethi - minister within days of walking  which has never shied away from DH NEWS SERVICE Baniya vote bucwhmlhcc ging  corruption-crusader’ image. The
groups and communities battleground with its  free on bailin ber.inwhat  flauntingits Hindy | demography ¢ dynew  alleged exorbi di
image bruised by cor-  wasscenasasmartmovetodeflet A parrative pushed by the ana Sangh, the Bharatiya Janata  polity of the aspirational classes. on the renovation of the Delhi
BJp ruptionalk d  anydi z his i saffron camp thata fresh Kejriwal J Party's pre-Emergency avatar, Asthe BJP missed the bus, CM'sresidence has worn out both
:rf:‘z","‘ retum to power the novelty factor diminished. Atishi was chosen as a termwouldendupasanother five tasted power for the firsttime  Congress lapped up theopportunity  the outsider and the outlier tags.
e Fightinga BIP thatisd i “temporary” successor. Minister  years of confrontation with the  in March I%7 whml al Krishna by handing over the reins of the Delhi  bringing AAP to the conventional
;.ﬁ:'“;‘z?w;‘"‘;x_ of capturing power in the capital - Kailash Gahlot walked outof AAP BJP-led Centre and f Advaniwas the  unittoSheila Dikshitnee Kapoor,the  playing field. AAP MLAs, whoare
2 am-r a gap of 27 years and a  accusing Kejriwal g AWRY ggered Delhi M: litan Council. By  former Congress MP from Kannauj  into theirsecond and third terms face
Congress restore OneofKejriwal'sclose  some concerns for the 1993, whenthestatehoodof i Uttar Pradesh who was marvied local anti-incumbency. And perhaps,
* Hoping to regain its pau glory, AAP knows that  aides Swati Maliwal fell out of his  AAP. the national capital territo- to party stalwart Uma Shankar most importantly, an aggressive
Soace ater Groweg abiank | 2035 ma door dic'battleand ot favour afer she warmed uptohis At another level, rywasrestored, Advani Dikshit’s son Vijay. Congress that has sought to reclaim
in NL_ as easy as it was in 2015 or 2020  opponents following one of his  AAP is also sharing its had moved on to the Sheila Dikshit's projection was its voter base in the national capital
» Fiekds heavyweights when they dusted the opponents  aides allegedly assaulting her. apprehensions about nationalstage. Madan  atactical move to cater to Punjabi is making the contest tri-polar in
w:"w":“gﬁ““‘" to irrelevance. lts campaigner-  Unfazed by the setbacks and  the “manipulation” LalKhurana,whohad  and Poorvanchalisentiments. Andit  pockets at the costof AAP.
o in-chiel Arvind Kejriwal is other leaders found wanting in  of  electoral beenhandedoverthe  worked—not once but thrice. But would all this be enough to
crisscrossing Delhi, party’saffairswhen  devices - it has baton, romped home Once me BIP lost power, it dislodge Kejriwal?
ﬁ POLL ‘guarantees’, secking the support  he was behind bars, Kejriwaltook complained witha I for 15 years. Acutely aware that it does not
PROMISES ofvariouscaste groups, attending  the command and steered AAP  about deletions majority to form the When Congress finallylostin 2013,  have aname and a face tomatch
AAP campaignralliesandryingtoput  back on track, AAP soon re-  from electoral rolls government. itwasnot to the BJP but a political Kejriwal's blitzkrieg in Delhi, BJP has
» RS 2,100 monthly for the BJP on the back foot. energised one lakh office bearers  and applications for the addition ()m the next five start-up - Arvind Kejriwal's Aam not named a CM candidate for Dethi
women Knowing well that it cannot at the grassroots and deployed  of unprecedented numbers of years, apart from the three Aadmi Party. polls. Instend, the party is relying
« s 18,000 monthiy for bank on freebies’alone, AAPhas - 5,000-member women squads  voters from BJP MPs'residences.  BIPC MkK}turmlm SahibSingh While AAP weaned away on Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
Hindu priests and Sikh reached out to new allies - from  asa firststep. AAP is leaving no opportunity  Verma, and Sushma Swaraj—a lot Congress'straditional vote base in name and face w pull it off.
Granthis ‘Sanatan’ practitioners to Sikh MLAs were given the task of to attack the BJP - it has  changedin Delhi. The first wave the lower middle class, and Dethi In the last 10 years at the national
« Free medical treatment Granthis, Jats, Aggarwals, auto-  reaching every voter’s doorstep, picked up Ramesh Bidhuri's  of globalization and the market migrant workforce by offeringa level, AAPand its emergence have
for the elderly drivers,washer-people sanitation  AAPbecamethefissttoannounce  sexist comments, Parvesh  economycreated anew consumer slew of welfare schemes, the BJIP's helpm the BJP to indirectly contain
P workers, students, sium-dwellers  candidates after wooing some  Verma's comments on Punjab  class. Middle classes, accustomed to  attempts atimag failed its the Indian
« Rs 2,500 monthly for to RWAs and middle-class -asa  influential leaders from other registration vehicles, and alleged [} 1 dly National Congress. From Goa to
WOmen dent has appeared in its voter-  parties' whilebenchingaroundtwo  distribution of cash and articles  watched wars on cable TV streamed Interestingly, while the party Gujarat, a sphit in the non-BIP votes
« Rs 21,000 and 6 nutrition base, o dozen sitting MLAs to minimise - while ignoring Congress as an qu byCN N Engineersdrew five missed every opportunity to tends to benefit the saffron frontand
Kits for pregnant women AAP was in disarray a few anti-incumbency. ~ insignificant forceinthecapital.  digitsalaries, as hoards from the resuscitate life into the state unit, its allies.
“LPG ylinder atRs500 months back with its top leaders As AAP changed gears, its With its governance record of  heartland states and elsewhere the BJP did extremely well towin Though un-intentionally, Delhiisa
in jail on corruption charges and — opponentsunleashedacampaign  10years,aslewolfnewguarantees  poured into the national capital all seven Lok Sabha seatsin the small price BIP has had 1o pay for this
Congress doubts lingering in the minds centredaround ‘Sheesh Mahal'or  aimed at Dalits, priests, elderly  region insearch of employmentand  last three elections since 2014, The bargain. A weak AAP is something
» Rs 2,500 monthly for of cadre. Some left for greener lavish spending on refurbishing  and youth among others and a  education. trends would completely reverse the BJP may prefer than a resurgent
women pastures while some waited for the chief minister's official carefully crafted victim card, can BIPled by its first-generation when it came to assembly polls. ¥ 58,
= LPG cylinder at Rs 500, clouds to clear. In the last four idl I scam. AAP the BJPs bid to  post-partition migrant leadership This time though, the BJP has It'sa tough choice, though, as
unique ration kits months, it has tried to regain At the same time, AAP faced  end its power drought and the  like Khurana, VK Malhotra, and entered the fray with anew strategy.  Indian voters of late have been fairly
« Rs B,000 per month for a control and stabilise itself, with a renewed challenge from its Congress’ hope for a resurgence  Kedar Nath Sahani somehow failed The BIP feels that the taint regularin handing out decisive
year far unemployed youth several manoeuvers. LND.LAallyCongresswith Rahul  even at the cost of anally? to discern this metamorphosis. It of the “liquor scam”has taken verdicts.

obert F Kennedy Jr has often

trained his eriticisms of vac-

cines onacommon mﬁmdmm:

aluminium, which he has

suggested is responsible fora

litany of childhood ailments,
including food allergies, autism and
depression.

“You wonder why a whole generation
of children is allergic to stuff,” Kennedy
said during a 2021 interview, “It's because
we're inducing allergies, pumping them
full of aluminium.”

To many vaceine scientists, aluminium is
astrange target. It is among the most stud-
ied ingredients in vaccines and perhaps in
modern medicine.

“There's a huge amount of information
that's gathered,” said Dr Andrew Racine,
apaediatrician and chief medical ¢ r
at the Montefiore Health System. “If there
was something jumping out about a lack
of safety, we would most likely have seen it
someplace, and it just doesn’t appear.”

Aluminium salts, a more soluble form
of the metal, are added to vaccines such as
the Tdap shot to bolster the body's immune
response. The ingredient has repeatedly
been evaluated as a part of vaccines in
clinical trials and administered in billions
of doses over several decades.

Even so, as Kennedy prepares for con-
firmation hearings as Secretary of Health
and Human Services, many experts fear
the standby will face fresh scrutiny and
may even justify limiting access to several
childhood vaccines, like the shots for hepa-
titis B and pneumococeal disease.

Aaron Siri, a lawyer and close ally
of Kennedy, has represented clients in
petitioning federal regulators to pause the
distribution of more than a dozen vaccines
until the makers provided more informa-
tion about the amount of aluminium in the
formulations.

The origins of added aluminium in vac-
cines can be traced back nearly a century.
Today, aluminivum adjuvants are found
in 27 routine vaccines and nearly half are
recommended for children under 5.

This extra boost of immunity is not
needed in all types of vaccines. Shots that
contain a weakened form of a virus, like

SCIENCE & ENVIRONMENT
Aluminiuminjabs: Good orbad?

RobertF Kennedy Jr and others have blamed it for allergies andillnesses.
Scientists say it bolsters theimmune response, writes Teddy Rosenbluth

the measles mumps and rubella shot, or
created with mRNA technology, like the
Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines,
generate strong enough immune respons-
es on their own,

Butin vaccines that contain only small
fragments of the pathogen, which would
gamner little attention from the immune
system, adjuvants help stimulate a strong:
er response, allowing vaccines to be given
in fewer doses.

Scientists believe that aluminium salts

monitored after approval. One of the
carliest trials, including an aluminium
adjuvant, was published in 1934,

Later trials revealed some minor side
effects, such as redness, body aches and, in
rare cases, painful nodules at the injection
site. But there is little credible evidence
that aluminium in vaccines causes serious,
long-term side effects, as Kennedy has
suggested.

l’mdc mun ncl\ cxpmc:d to large
~such as workers

work in two ways. First, aluminium binds
to the core component of the vaccine and
Causes i 0 diffuse into the bloo(hl ream

lowly, giving
time to build a response.

It's also thought that aluminium oper-
ates more directly, enhancing the activity
of certain immune cells, though this mech-
anism is not fully understood.

Though aluminium salts are not the only
adjuvants on the market, vaccine makers
often prefer them because of a lengthy
track record of safety data.

Each time a new vaccine that uses an
aluminium adjuvant is developed, it un
dergoes lengthy clinical trials to evaluate
its safety, and side effects are continuously

who brralhc in aluminium dust or dialysis
patients who routinely receive alumini-
um-rich medications — may experience
respiratory, bone and neurological

milligrams of aluminium. By contrast, one
slice of American cheese can contain as
much as 50 milligrams of alummmm

DNA proof of men
migrating for marriage

men-centric 1y

When scientists
levelsin the blood and hair of babies who
had been given aluminium-containing vac-
cines versus those who hadn't, they found
no significant difference.

Some scientists believe that one poten-
tial side effect needs additional research.

1n 2022, after a federally funded study
found a minor association between alu-
minium exposure from vaccines and :mh
ma, the CDC noted that the link

y yside of
mgml-)'ymd. L -
hushands’ farmik the aC

ey 1in Dorset 2. D""“""‘,MM
in their l d igrated for

marmage.
By analysing the genomes of 57 Durotrigan people buried
sometime from about 100 B.C. to A.D. 100, scientists found

“further investigation.” (The agency said
it would not change vaccine recommencda-
tons “based on a single study™)

Kennedy, who was then the chair of
Children’s Health Defense, a nonprofit
frequently critical of vaccines, held out the
study as evidence that immunizations were
causing an “asthma epidemic.”

However, the paper’s authors were
careful to point out the limitations of their
findings, most notably that the effect
was small and that the study was obser-
vational, which means it cannot prove
cause-and-effect.

In the paper, they cautioned that their
rcsdts “do not mnsnnneﬂmngcwdcm:c
for ng the safety of in
vaccines.”

Independent experts also noted that the
authors did not collect data on several key
risk factors, like whether the participants
were exposed to cigarette smoke or had a
family history of asthma — either of which
could explain the difference they observed.

In response to the study, a group of re-
searchers from the Statens Serum Institut,

complications. Denmark's public health agency, rana
The amount of al inchildhood  similar analy a I data set of
vaccines, however, is trivial compared with  more than 450,000 children

what people are routinely exposed to via
the environment and food, said Dr Michael
Moaody, director of the Duke Human Vac-
cine Institute,

“We're exposed to aluminium constant-
Iy,” he said. “If you inhale dust from the
outside, you're coming into contact with
aluminium.”

In the first six months of babies’ lives,
vaccines expose them to roughly 4.4

Their preliminary results did not
show an association between aluminium
adjuvants and asthma, they told the CDC's
Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices in 2023,

Still, a CDC spokesperson said the
agency was "discussing additional studies™
to investigate the potential risk.

The New York Times
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1
ity,” said Lara Cassidy, an assistant professor in genetics at
Trinity Collesge Dublin “When th
outof the data, it wasa bitofa
shock™

“Butupon reflection, if you
look at what classical writers

context, there are a lotof hints

that women were able to attain

hmmmhdmemdeds.
she added.
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Learnings from
anotheraccident

ost accidents happen because of a misunder-
standing or mistiming, a lack of ability and op-
portunity to respond to events, and sometimes,

a wmbmlxm of all these, The tragedy on the tracks in
f Mak h Wednesday -inwhich

13 people were mowed down by the Karnataka Express
-~ had all these elements. The accident occurred when
WWUFI’KMumNi—MM Pushpak Exvrm

1 Aouilled the chai h i A

COMMENT

GOALS AND GAPS

Funding India’s climate plan

In the face of an uncertain
climate future,
well-financed adaptation
measures become
non-negotiable

limate adaptation is no Iongﬁ a

distant concern; it has become

a pressing priority in the face of
escalating climate imj The need
to prepare f for these changes, from in-

(ep(mnltnﬂ-lkrmmdanmmrvduchwumhwd
by two passengers and spread among the others in the
train, The passengers who jumped out were struck by a

the driver applied the brakes. A curvature on the track
may have reduced the vision of the driver of the incoming
train. Multiple factors combined to cause amajor mishap,
the first such event for the Railways in the new year,

Itis not clear, yet, if the fire alarm was caused by base-
less rumours or signs of sparks and smoke. Preliminary
reports point to the possibility of sparks emanating from
the hot axle or brake-binding (jamming) in the train. If

to erratic mon-
soons, is urgent. While the discourse
on mitigation . rtduging‘ greenhouse

adaptation often remains underfund-
ed. Addressing the financing needs and

snlegunrding communities, ecosys-
and economies.
Dupllc the wmnn; m:oyﬁmn of

npmlun One of the most significant
challengesisthe lack of localised, gran-
ul:rcﬁntn.lr risk data, which !umpen

true, they indicate an equij
failure and the Railways' mainte-

nance department needs 1o pro- The Jalgaon
vide answers. The Railways have JUEITIY
clarified that there was no spark

or smoke but that cannot be the underscores
finalword. Aninvestigationisun-  [UEEAT

derway toidentify any operation-  JERSTTERS
alorsafetylapse that may have oc-

curred, Thestate governmenthas  [USUITEIENT]
attributed the accident to “sheer  FTTITITETENIN
rumour” or “misinformation.”

The district administration has

said that the police are also investigating possible criminal
conspiracy angles while the Opposition attributed the
mishap toa flawed safety system.

While the investigations may throw light on the cause,
there are lessons to be learnt from this accident as well.
Whether it is a human error, a mechanical failure, a
natural disaster, d or irrational
behaviour, misinformation or sabotage, the onus is on
the Railways to ensure that accidents arising out of each
of these threats are averted. The Jalgaon accident raises
the question on how the Railways would deal with a
rumour that has ially disastrous
spreadinginatrain, There may be the need foran internal

ages investment, The perception that
adapeation projects yield low financial
returns further deters private sector
participation, as these initiatives are
often not profit-driven. High upfront
unu. coupled whh lulu payback pe-

malung such pmjms Im atractive 1o
investors,
The fragmented nature of funding

mechanisms is another issue. Many  of
7 . v s

capital and bureaucratic hurdles. such as catastrophe bonds which are
Private sector engagement is ex-  high-yleld debt instruments dm;ned
panding, with inthein-

lhrouyn innovative products md\ as

mmcclndwvylnlhemmura natu-

sponsibility (CSR) initiatives, and im-

- that covers the likelihood or proba-
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SPEAKOUT

Arvind Kejriwal is going to get stumped;
Arvind Kejriwal is going to get clean-bowled
by the people of Delhibecause
theyseek clean drinking water,
they seek clean airand clean roads,
andaclean Yamuna,

N

Anurag Thakur, BJP MP

pactinvestments. Philanthropic foun- - bility of a loss-causing event such as a Thereare two kinds of forecasters: those
dations are also stepping in to b"“‘“ s ot g ; whodon't know,and those who don'tknow
RAps, risks, Climate-resilient  dn®
jects that public md private lunding sovereign bonds or green bonds offer they don’tknow.
Deb-rell gover ay national John Kenneth Galbraith
debt- fordil:lt offe l:k vhi
pp 10 finance wi L
s dfi empowerl I ddr TO BE PRECISE
hich comb iblicand pri ap- specific vulnerabilities.
ital, helps de-risk projects and attract
into initiati less  Empowering the states
commercially viable, State 2o lay a pivot:
measures, and building thetr capacity
Is vital for scaling up efforts. While In-
diais developing National Adaptation
Plans for gl_ﬂmgn sectors, devel

with the national goals will provide a
clear roadmap for action. recent

er Management (Amendment)
Bill 2024bnucphulrﬁ§hxdlrmhm

Institutional coordination is equally
crucial, as cross-sectoral adaptation
efforts require collaboration between
various departments. Robust systems
for monitoring and evaluating the
outcomes and financial flows ensure
transparency and dlal:tbvcm Most

Scaling up adaptation finance re-
qulm uwInu inmkrynwmnme. ur

ersin project :laign and Implmsnw

dsand. ihrecelved

they aim to sup-

Ingmyﬂmn.zm-nhedull benefits  port.

cumale il while

INPERSPECTIVE
Balancing capex
growth, fiscal health

deal with it. It is human nature to panic in a situation of
perceived danger, and passengers cannot be blamed for
their reaction. On the infrastructure side, the curvature
nrthelmemnmnmbuloryhcmr Ewrvmldem mlm

"
and these are

pertinent
that mmul be leftunanswered.

Opinionis alright,
where’s the evidence?
i, lhc Directorof IITM:dns. |scm|lkdm

-.u-.uul
e head of b chnisal od

the ysp
Hon i " it by

xpr iews. Kamakoti
recently claimed that cow urine could cure ailments like
feverandirritable bowel synd: a'G ksh
Suh'cwmonlmumy Is.htmdmurinc;mutwdln-
| and d di ive prop un.
shared an about d from
high feverafterdrinking it. Healsosaid there was scientific
evidence to back his views and that he consumed panch-
gavya, madeofurine, dung, curd, ghee and milk every day.
Kamakoti's argument has been refuted by scientists
and doctors, The claims about the medicinal properties
of cow urine are old and have been dbmunud by sdcn
tific bodies. The Indian Veterinary R

" $ el "

..AxL

projects rely heavily gapsfor climatead: demand Ensuringan  witha substantial increase in
nor-driven, short-term funding rather minmnnhmnmurc -~ theseinclude {0 | h.l expenditure push transfersof the Reserve Bank
h inable, I JeS.  energy, t,andurb tal are no longer suffi of India’s (RBI) dividend of
Policy and rr;uluov? gaps also create  can mmlmuelnng n-rmrhb.lw-kul to match the scale of the challenge. amid won'yi ng Rs 3}3%’5 «::‘ure 'l;h(;:r ?cm‘u
y, di i ritical Puhllt vate partnerships, comple- stit al
ceruinky vestmens.  uralreslience sanother r - comple | fiscal trendswill 24 13% offacal deicks
with impk meas-  technologies can support lder  can unlnd( scalable finance and kucr involve serious  during 2023-24. The amount
ures, frequently lack the tech farmens and enh | ity. budgeta was Rs87 416 croreduring FY
fi d Financing early warning systems b fth udgetary 2022-23and it 5%
projects effectively. for weather prediction and disaster dlom ensuring that the most vulner- challenges of fiscal deficits.
A range of resources and mecha- is another opp to able and regions receive
nisms currently support adaptation  save lives and redy ic losses. | M R ANANTHA RAMU Taxmobilisation
financing, though their scale remains  Private sector mnhnllunon can be en- With India's Budgm due in early On the revenue front, though
ffici h o through i Tike tax l’cbrunry lhc mmm remains: will ovid-19 has disrupted  the net Goods md Services
Public sector funding, such as India’s  breaks, and green bnmh climate take the fiscal lid Tax (GST) is
National Adaptation FmdﬁwCllmau centre stage in national dnnnmu? As roadmap of the Un-  growing positively, it is less
Change (NAFCC), provides cri carbon pricin; mechanisms mward: we navigate an fon G as well as  than the budget estimate
port, but these funds need xmlnﬂnl ndupmnon in um ensures a bal- dlnum luture a cohesive md wellfi- state governments. Federal  of 11% for FY 2024-25, Dur-
-mlmg up to realise their ion. nments are trying to ing the first nine months of
climate funds like the  Adopti fi in- lyanoption - it i ntial impera- rin, blic finances  FY 2024-25, the net GST
Green Climate Fund (GCF), Adapta-  struments can bridge existing gaps.  tive forensus rmlknoundev-l on the fi consolidation mobilisation has grown at
tion Fund. and Global Environment Fa- -~ Green bonds for resilience, tailored  (The writer the Climate, Envi- has laid down inthe Fiscal - 9.2%. This trend may result

cility (GEF) play a pivotal role in chan-

lur vrujens with measurable adapta-

yet their reach is limited by available

are gaining traction
uluhnlly Insurance-linked securities,

ronment, and Sustainability sector at
the Centre for Study of Science, Tech-
nology, and Policy)

esponsibility and Budget
Management (FRBM) Act
and state-specific Fiscal Re-
:aumlbillly Acts. The FRBM

in less-than-estimated GST
revenue mobilisation for
2024-25, adding to the fiscal
deficits, Itisexpectedthat the

has found that cow urine contains at least 14 types of
harmful bacteria that could cause infections in humans.
The Doctors Asmciuunn for Social Equnmy (DASF)
has sharply criticised Kamakoti that cow urine
cannot cure any disease. It said Kamakoti's prescription
uulddohannmdmnmuwdnd:ifpmplcwnhfmr

Thedoctors'body said
also have harmful effects, Some 2 7
years ago, scientists had criticised  JLRRLNICHUTR
the government's proposal to do - IV RYTITI]
research on the “uniqueness” of e
indigenous cows and the claimed JRACALLULIE
curative properties of cow deriv-  BUTTITRTEN
m;‘uﬁmmsﬂﬁ m""’m'“':;j values has no
parties have criticised Kamako- [ 1111114
ti's statement and demanded his backin
resignation or dismissal, though )
hehas found supportamong some

sections,

h Aeabotia ot it

urine and even recommended its use. Itis unfortunate
that the overwhelmingly unfavourable medical opinion
about it is ignored and its consumption is advocated. As
an individual, Kamakoti has his right to hold his belief and
practise it. &nlv:srmldnmwbhdycndomacmnv
versial claim that has b the

medical community. The [I'T-M l)um‘scxpcrtbcuh
computer science but hisstature will provide credibility to
his claim. As a practitioner of science and technology, he
is expected to promote scientific temper. Unfor 1

there is an ecosystem in the country in which faith-based
ideas, superstitions and pseudo-scientific claims find
currency. But faith, religion and politics should not be
mixed up in the public sphere, Kamakoti has a doctorate
incomputer science but he should not assume the role of
amedical doctor.
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Rekindling historic ties

The President of Indonesia is the chief guest at the Republic

Day, a fitting tribute to the friendship between two nations

reflect on the country's remarkable journey since its first Republic Day in 1950. This

I ndia will celebrate its 76th Republic Day on January 26, 2025, marking a moment to

year's celebrations will have a special touch as Prabowo Subianto, President of Indonesia,
will be the chief guest. His presence is a reminder of the deep historical and cultural
ties between the two nations, which have seen their share of highs and lows but con-
tinue to thrive. Incidentally, the chief guest at the first Republic Day parade was President
Sukamo of Indonesia, highighting the camaraderie between two nevdy independent nations
that had emerged from colonial rule. The relations between the two countries have come
afull circle. The early years of India-Indonesia relations were marked by solidarity and
mutual support. Biju Patnalk, a prominent Indian freedom fighter, played a key role in
alding Indonesia’s struggle for independence, even flying its leaders to safety during
critical moments. This partnership extended to global platforms ke the Bandung
Conference of 1955 , which laid the groundwork for
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), co-sponsored by

India and Indonesia.

India has come a long way since 1950. From grap-
pling with post-independence challenges like pover-
ty, llliteracy and infrastructural deficits, the nation has
emerged as one of the world's fastest-growing

It boasts

In science, tech-

nology, space exploration and ghobal diplomacy, while
remaining rooted in its democratic ethos. Similarty,
Indonesia has evoived into a vibrant democracy and
aleading voice in Southeast Asia. Both nations share
a legacy of anti-colonial struggles and have worked
together in various domains, including trade, culture and defence. The partnership between
India and Indonesia has seen its ups and downs. In the 1950s, ties were warm and
cooperative, but by the 1960s, geopolitical differences, particularly over relations with
China and the 1965 India-Pakistan war, strained the relationship. Indonesia’s support
for Pakistan during that conflict and claims over parts of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
led to significant diplomatic tensions. However, the 1970s marked a period of reconcil-

i hauandeark

fation, with agreements on

anda

focus on cooperation.

Today, Indonesia Is one of India's largest trading partners in Southeast Asia, with bilat-
eral trade reaching nearly $30 billion in 2023-24. The two nations have also strength-
ened defence ties, including a Defence Cooperation Agreement signed in 2018, signal-

Ing a strategic partnership in a region

with China.

Oly shaped by compets

Prabowo Sublanto's visit as the chief guest at India's Republic Day parade holds sym-
bolic and strategic importance. This visit underscores the growing warmth in India-ndonesia
relations. The presence of the Indonesian president at this year's parade is a tribute to
the enduring friendship between two nations that have weathered challenges and found
commaon ground in their aspirations for peace, prosperity and global cooperation.

1e complex terrain
of relationships

Relationships, whether personal or professional, are a delicate
balancing act of emotions, perspectives and communication

elationships are a
tricky business. Two
pmp‘r who, at one
stage of life, can agree
o well that they can
not see or believe in having any
difference in the point of view
that they will hold. Different per
spectives are an enigma; affec
ton, agreement and endorse-
ment are all rolled into one.
Identification with each other is
mare important than identity an
day. Very often, it is the bedroc
of affection and togetherness in
action. The same couple, as time
passes and because of hormon
al changes in thelr systems, can
and do start having different
points of view. What is initially
a pleasant disagreement can soon
become an assertion of identity,
Personality conflicts follow,
These personality conflicts can be
a logical derivation, and very
often, it is difficult to find the ort
gin of the derivation itself,
Coherent dialogue in a spirit of
give and take can often be sub
stituted by the urge not only to
protect one’s turf but also to prove
onesell more talented and
resourceful. It can often become
the source of further identity con
flicts. The skill to handle such
disagreements cannot be taught
and is often taken over by other
habits.
These habits may include being
short-tempered, ?u-.‘uhcmu talk
ing and having a high pitch in
conversation, which is seen as an
extension of good logic. The
aberrations are far too many to
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be d, and the results are
casy to identify, Instead of work

Ing together to resolve the differ

ences, it becomes a battleground
to show who can prevail. The rest,
as they say, Is history, Inan era,
that is full of talk about skills, it
Is important at this stage of dia-
logue to focus on lite skills,
Two people who cannot get
together try to demonstrate who
has the right of way in a marital
relationship.

The life story moves from one
end of the spectrum to an often
incoherent hurtling down the
slope of not only a 5|l'lcm|¢r of
opinion but also a difference in
personalities, The analysis can go
only so far because then logic
gives way to preferences and pas

Cooperative commaodities exchange: A

global vision for farmer empowerment

BINOD ANAND

"T'his initiative leverages technology, blockchain and India’s PACS network to

empower farmers with fair pricing, sustainability and direct

he agricultural sector is
I the backbone of many
economies, particular
ly in India, where nearly 60
r cent of the population
mwnd\ on far mu';(’l,n: their
livelihood, Yet, smallholder
farmers often remain at the
mercy of intermediaries, fluc
tuating market prices and
unequal access to global mar
kets.
To address these challenges
and promote equity, sustain
ability and growth, a bold ini
tative is proposed: the estab
lishment of a Global Farmer-
Centric Cooperative
Commodities Exchange
(GFCCE), This platform,
rooted in the cooperative
model, aims to empower
farmers by ensuring fair pric
ing, direct market access, and
sustainable practices. This
ambitious project resonates
with the global agenda of the
World Cooperation
Economic Forum to foster
inclusive economic growth

and social  equity,
Empowerin Farmers
Through Techn

APEX Integration at the heart
of this initiative lies technol
ogy—a powerful enabler that
can bridge the gap between
farmers and markets, The

2\

GFCCE will leverage the
Government of Indias sup
port to develop a robust and
accessible digital platform
integrated with blockchain
technology to ensure trans.
parency and reduce pilferage
in the supply chain,
Blockchain will create a tam
per-proof record of transac
tions, from production to
storage and distribution,
enhancing trust and account-
ability.

The project will adopt a
PACS-t0-APEX (Primary
Agricultural Cooperative
Societies to Apex-level organ
isations) approach, leveraging
Indiay extensive network of
over 95000 PACS. These
societies will act as the foun
dational nodes, aggregating
produce from farmers at the
village level, The commodities
will’ then be funnelled
through district and state
tovel derati Imi

at the national apex organisa
tion, which will oversee oper
ations, ensure fair pricing
and manage exports. To
address storage issues, a net
work of modern warehouses
will be constructed and inte
grated with blockchain sys
tems. These warchouses,
equipped with real-time
inventory tracking, tempera
ture controls and pest man
agement systems, will be
strategically located across
key u&m‘ulluml reglons,
Blockchain connectivity
across warchouses will enable
seamless tracking of stored
produce, ensuring reduced
wastage and pilferage
Farmers will also receive
warchouse receipts, which
can be used as collateral for
loans, providing them with
lmmnzl.llc financial support
This interconnected system
will not only provide farmers
with better access to markets
but also ensure that the sup
ply chain is efficient, transpar-
ent and secure. It will serve as
the backbone for procure-
ment planning and pt avital
role in stabilising food prices.
Impac Inflation
The GF blockchain
enabled supply chain and
b network will rev

'8

market access

olutionise procurement plan
ning and control food infla
tion. With real-time data on
production, storage, and dis
tribution, government agen
cles will have accurate insights
into commaodity availability
and demand patterns,

This data-driven approach
will enable timely procure
ment decisions, ensuring that
food stocks are adequately
replenished and distributed
By reducing post-harvest loss
es and pilferage, the initiative
will improve the efficiency of
the Public Distribution
System (PDS), preventing
artificial shortages that often
lead to price spikes,
Additionally, the transparent
pricing mechanism of the
exchange will curb hoarding
and speculation

This system will also facilitate
targeted interventions during
periods of surplus or deficit.
For instance, In the case of
bumper harvests, surplus
stocks can be stored effi
clently and exported strategi
cally to glulm‘ markets, pre-
venting a price crash domes
tically.

(The writer was @ member of
the high level MSP committee,
Ministry of Agriculture; views
are personal)

sion. This is at the root of
many marital discords, and it
i difficult to reverse the gears

and change the pitch,
Unfort unulcf . while there are
numerous dissertations in
psychology and elsewhere on
relationships, practical-ori

ented thinking in handling
relationships is few and at best,
commonsensical

One Is merely indicating the
value of focused research and
showing how a structured
approach to problem-solving,
even in everyday life, can be
very valuable. There is a need
to see research as an enabling
sitwation for problem-solv

ing, and many use the phrase
‘applied research’ for it. In
the present day and age, more
of IK' fashion world is about
skill, and it is being generous-
Iy used because of its attractive
value in situations that cannot
be practically handled

Sometimes it works; some

times it does not.

The nmfmn.nn thing is to
realise that research requires
insights and the adoption of a
structured methodology, even
in commonsensical situations.
It is this aspect of research that
can lead to a better quuhtlj of
life, which can be termed as
enabling research and it has to
do with life skills, Solving
this situation, which afflicts
many interpersonal relation

ships, Is simultaneously easy
and yet difficult. It is easy to
control If one can limit ones
communication and how

much one talks more wisely,
keeping the number of words
used In a conversation mini

mal. The truth is, that the
more one secks to talk and
explain, the more complex it
can become. Let simple l)\tn?
remain simple; it ks a signifi-
cant strategic cholce.

This approach works because
passion subsides, irritations
sort itself out and the choice
of words and pitch of the volce
can be better controlled. One
only has to look around to
notice how talking less is such

VINAYSHIL GAUTAM

growling, smitten by the dan
gerous leeling of having ‘lost
one’s face! Be that as it may, it
Is necessary to reduce dlf}l‘r
ences, not to personalities,
but to find the Lnl way for-
ward, This best way forward
must focus on ‘Smlc(llng
everyone’s ego and be in the
interest of the larger good.
Much will depend on the per-
sonality elements of the plluy—
ers in the situation and indeed
the time available to sort it out.
Many times, a shortage of time
necessitates two decisions that
are suboptimal and more to
)}cl along with a job' than
inding the best option!
Using tentative words and a
hypothesis open to correction
and improvement may be the
best recipe for conflict resoly
tion. In such situations, the
lities do not win or

THE LIFE  an asset in keeping relation-

shij itive. Interpersonal

STORY MOVES lvlm(xmf:lp\:|m'l.cw!uk‘;'rlur
FROM ONE tlonships, also get affected

and the impression of losing

END OF THE an argument, even in work
paces, is a personal defeat,

SPECTRUM 1 u.bymrl}.iuwll defeat

in, posi It is self

TOAN drll‘u'ung because even if one

OFTEN  wins the argument due to

positional power or manipu

INCOHERENT Lllvv \klll\’.‘!hr scars of a lost
HURTLING argument leave long-lasting
damage to relationships. One

DOWN THE  can indeed often lose a battle

to win the war, As indicated

SLOPE OF carlier, this applies to work sit-
uations as much as to real-life,

NOT ONLY A non- h‘()(k situations,
DIFFERENCE OF  Gentleness and soft words Bo
far, especially when gentleness

OPINION BUT s recetved notasa pnmulkm
ALSO A  of the weaker )vcrluxv:!, tasa
characteristic and indicator of

DIFFERENCE IN matual respect.

PERSONALITIES The best solution to many

conflicts is when both come
out as winners, and no one s

lose; it is the cause that is han
dled in a far-sighted way.

Examples can be many, and
one has to see what the issue
at stake is how people perceive
the result of the outcome and
how they interpret it. In all
cases, if there Is a loser in an
argument, it is best to make
him feel that he has not Jost'
and that no personalities are
involved. This can be a use
ful approach to handling insti-
tutional issues because every
resolution of a conflict should
be for the institutional good.
(The writer is a well-known
management consultant of
international repute. The
views expressed are personal)

LETTERS LR A0S
UNESCO honours Mahakumbh

TRUMP'S HYPOCRISY EXPOSED
Madam — The ultimatum from Trump
to end the prolonging Ukraine-Russia
war exposes his hypocrisy. He is aware
that it is with the pumping of arms by
his country and its allies in Europe that
Ukraine is continuing the war. He is also
aware that the sanction imposed on
Russia had failed miserably, as the
same EU partners are buying the same
Russian oll from different sources like
India. Pumping arms and funds into
Ukraine on nnclimnd and glving an ulti-
matum to end the war on the other is
rightly understood by one and all as
meaningless, non-serious, and merely
ublicity-orientated. The entire world
nows l{hﬂ Mmaximum wars are Wllgl‘ll
or promoted by his country.
Even while addressing after assuming
office, he had demonstrated his impe
rial thirst by expressing his policy to
take over the Panama Canal and
Greenland, besides arbitrarily changing
the name of the Gulf of Mexico into the
Gulf of America, His threat to wage a
tarlff war goes against the very basic
principles of globalisation that promote
the free movement of goods, labour, and
capital. The world also knows the key
role played by the production of arms
and promotion of arms trade in the
economy of America. Therefore,
America needs a war between some
countries or the other. Mr, Trump
upnklnr with concern over the huge
human loss in Ukraine and Russia due
to war is another display of his
hypocrisy. Because more devastating
impacts are experienced due to climate
change, and his actions are hostile to the
global efforts to overcome this serious
issue. Therefore, one need not attach so
much importance to his utterances or
Quixotic actions.

Indlan, the 45-day-lang Mahakumbh
Festival was listed in the UNESCO list as
the largest peaceful religious congregation of
pligrims on earth. To disperse the Hindu aes-
thetic religious and spiritualism at the next

To foster the honour and delight of every

will be implemented in 17 religious
I:I.v.cu in 11 districts of the state, It is
elieved that the government will send
an order to the administration of the
cities of the districts where the liquor
ban is to be implemented, and the
licensed liquor shops will be closed, He
also said that liguor will not be allowed
to be sold at any cost in the places where
God Ram and Krishna set foot,
These Include Ujjain, Amarkantak,
Maheshwar, Omkareshwar, Chitrakoot,
Mandsaur, etc. In the Narsinghpur pro-
gram, he also talked about the harm
caused to the health of the family due
to alcohol. T do not understand one
thing: more or less all the politicians in
India, in their speeches, there is a lot of
mention of the ill effects & demerits of
alcohol and the diseases caused by it. All
those smart politiclans are found

A G Rajmohan | Anantag
LIQUOR BAN AT RELIGIOUS SITES
Madam—CM of Madhya Pradesh
Mohan Yadav has formally announced
in Narsinghpur district that a liquor ban

ppealing to the people that ‘please stay
away from consuming alcohol; it harms
your health. Hey, when these leaders are
%0 concerned about the health of the
people, then why do they not declare a
complete ban on the production and

level, Maha Kumbh Is truly a festval of pos-
Itivity and spiritualism In India. From Naga
Sadhus to Aghorls to all the other pilgrims,
Kumbh Is an auspicious celebration of Hindu
davotess to enchant spirituality for develop-
Ing godty connection, inner peace, and spir-
Itual harmony.
Adip in the Triveni Sangam of the three rivers
of Ganga, Yamuna, and Saraswati will be con-
sidered as tha precursor of af devil deeds done
during the lifetime. A congregation of 450 m-
lion, including people from local and plobal
communities, Is one of a kind incidence. It is
welcoming that UNESCO added this one-of
akind religious festivity to its list. It Is a
moment of extreme colobration and glee for
avery Indian back at home. We adl welcome
the UNESCO listing favourably and positive-
ly with utmast joy In our hearts.

Kirtl Wadhawan | Karnpur

marketing of alcohol?
Jang Bahadur Singh | jamshedpur

SCAMMERS TARGET JOB SEEKERS
Madam — The rise of job scams has
become a significant problem, with
scammers deceiving job seekers by cre
ating fake job postings. These scammers
often promise unm\pccnn? victims
the opportunity to work from home and
carn a high income, but only after pay
ing for training or equipment. Rescarch
the company thoroughly to verify its
legitimacy and reputation, Use reputable
job boards and websites to search for job
openings.
Report any suspicious activities or job
rmmlg‘ to the relevant authorities, By
being aware of these job scam tactics
and taking the necessary precautions,
job seckers can protect themselves
from falling victim to these fraudulent
schemes,

Khushi Uchenla | Ujjain

Send your feedback fo:
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SEEKING TRUE
SHELTER IN THE DIVINE

Amid the chaos of desires, ego and
karmphal, how do we find lasting peace

PN

AJIT KUMAR BISHNOI

e are small, ignorant, helpless and unsafe. There should

not be any doubt about our smaliness with eight billion of

us on the earth’s planet itself. How knowledgeable we are
or can be? Knowledge is unlimited. How much can we learn in one
lifetime? Helpless we are from the time we are born till the time
comes to dispose of our bodies. Just count how many people we
need daily to survive well. And unsafe all of us are, as the Covid-
19 ic proved. , we instinctively seek shelter all the
time. An infant needs his parents. As one grows, one takes shel-
ter from education to maintain oneself. Education /training over, time
comes to seek shelter in a job or a business.
The idea is to have the shelter of enough money to be able to sur-
vive decently. Sex overpowers thinking beginning from a young age.
Some are drawn towards fame like a sportsperson, while others
get into politics, etc. for power. The most fortunate seek the shel-
ter of God. Shelter of God is crucial to exist well. Let us see the
degree of difficulty for a quality life. Our nature ('svabhava’) is a
huge handicap. Something or other from lust, anger, greed, jeal-
ousy, ego, etc. predominates if not more than one.
What chance is there to have a quality life? Lust derails aimost every-
one. One assumes that sex is pleasure, and it has so many forms.
The worst thing is it's possessing our minds. Ego is not far behind.
Have you met anyone who does not feel his or her superiority vis-

a-vis others? Greed does not allow us to assess our needs sen-
sibly. More is better is the desire and there is no satisfaction. Anger
is always lurking near the surface. It surfaces at the drop of a hat,
literally. Then, there are karmaphalas always ready to manifest. We
know how bad ones hurt. What most people don't realise are the
ill effects of good karmaphalas. This is when one gets the feeling
of invincibility and makes big mistakes.
People look for rewards during success, and we know what these
rewards do to us. The third big enemy is old age, when we become
weak and are mostly written off. Are we stuck? Far from it. God
would not have made such a sorry Creation. Guidance and help
are available to all of us if we accept the role of God in our lives.
Ignorance, false pride or laziness stops us from taking God’s help,
who is the owner, controller and everything. You seek guidance sin-
cerely and see what happens. But we don't; we prefer to be in cyclic
thinking short-circuiting our own lives. We condemn ourselves by
our obstinate attitude. God is prepared to help all of us at any time,
but there is a rider.
We must deserve such help. How to determine who should get or
who shouldn't? Therefore, the question everyone should be ask-
ing is: how do we become deserving of God's 'kripa' (favour)?
Simply, you recognise yourself as a soul - part of God. Then, all
spiritual activities will make sense.
Shouldn't parts take shelter from God? Shouldn't we be very respect-
ful to God and pay obeisance to Him? What about the ‘dhyan’ (med-
itation) of the entity, who is everything? How about thanking God
for all that He does for everyone like providing air, water and sun-
light free. In short, we should stop taking shelter of anyone or any-
thing except God, and remain there.

(The writer is a spiritual teacher; views are personal)
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Winter’s tale in Northern

India: A season of discontent

HIRANMAY KARLEKAR

Northern India’s winter is more than just a fleeting season; it is a relentless narrative of
marrow-freezing cold, breath-choking pollution and a grim forecast for years to come

f freezing marrows and
choking Ercalhs William
Shakespeare, emperor of
narratives, master of
metaphors, celebrated crafts-

man of sentences and acclaimed presen-
ter of deep insights into human nature,
had a way of coming up with expressions
surviving the passage of time. One of
them is “winter of our discontent”
Richard, Duke of Gloucester, says in
Richard 111, “Now is the winter of our dis-
content/ Made glorious summer by this
sun of Yorky/ And all the clouds that
lourd upon our house/ In the deep
bosom of the ocean buried” The expres-
sion, which adorns one of John
Steinbeck’s most famous novels as its title,
should resonate particularly strongly
with people in northern India still in S‘nc
grip of a winter that is cold, damp and
utterly polluted. The chances of things
improving in the next few years, are, to
put it mildly, bleak.
As the chilling flipside of global warm-
ing, the cold months will continue to be
increasingly marrow-freezing, since, with
Donald Trump taking over as the United
States' president, the chances of a decel-
eration in the pace of climate change,
have dlmimshnfslgniﬁcamly. This is not
to look wistfully back over one's shoul-
derwoa mylhic.\{ place like the island val-
ley of Avilion, where, pace Alfred
Tennyson in a very different context,
“falls not hail, or rain, or any snow, / Nor
ever wind blows loudly” Climates and the
weather have been notoriously fickle
cousins throughout history. If any part of
the past seems golden, it is because of the
distance in time which lends it enchant-
ment.

It had, when it was the present, its warts,

some of them rather large and ugly.

Floods and droughts took very heavy tolls

when meteorological devices and skills

for predicting their advent and coping
with their aftermath, were far less
advanced. In the absence of electri

heating devices, which we have, life
could not have been terribly pleasant dur-
ing the last ice age which had covered

AS THE
CHILLING
FLIPSIDE OF
GLOBAL
WARMING, THE
COLD MONTHS
WILL CONTINUE
TOBE
INCREASINGLY
MARROW-
FREEZING,
SINCE, WITH
DONALD TRUMP
TAKING OVER AS
THE UNITED
STATES'
PRESIDENT,

THE CHANCES
OFA
DECELERATION IN
THE PACE OF
CLIMATE CHANGE,
HAVE
DIMINISHED
SIGNIFICANTLY

about 30 per cent of the earth’s
surface and ended 15, 000 to
20,000 years ago. On a more spe-
cific note, slavery was legal in
most parts of the world-includ-
ing the chest-thumping democra-
cies of the West-as late as the sec-
ond half of the 19th century. The
weather, doubtless, has an impact
on life and its moods, which
influence thought, speech and
feeling which, in turn, trigger
action.

All of these, at a certain elevated
level, power the wheels of histo-
ry. These also affect inter-person-
al relations, causing friction and
hostility arising from anger and
discontent, or cordiality and
warmth caused by harmony. The
sum total of the interaction
among these factors determines
the ?uali\y of a community’s
social existence in terms of ten-
sions between collective bodies
like class and caste, and stress
caused by individual actions like
crime, which is often caused by
alienation resulting from margin-
alisation, poverty and anonymi-
ty in impersonal societies. A
crime can be a perverse act of
self-assertion, a sub-conscious
statement like, “I kill, therefore 1
exist"—a variant of Rene
Descartes much-quoted asser-
tion, “Cogito ergo sum (literally,
“I think, therefore, I am”).
Another form of self-assertion
can be participation—to say
nothing of playing a leading
role—in a mass movement. Eric
Hoffer writes in The True
Believer: Thoughts on the Nature
of Mass Movements, “There is in
us a tendency to locate the shap-
ing forces of our existence outside
ourselves. Success and failure are
unavoidably related in our minds
with the state of things around us.
Hence it is that people with a
sense of fulfilment think it a good

world and would like to conserve
it as it is, while the frustrated
favour radical change. The ten-
dency to look for all causes out-
side ourselves persists even when
tis clear that our state of being
is the product of Tcrmnal quali-
ties such as ability, character,
appearance, health and so on
What is the result? Hoffer quotes
Thoreau as saying, “If anything
ail a man, so that he does not
perform his functions, if he has
a pain in his bowels even ... he
forthwith sets about reforming —
the world" (ltalics by Hoffer;
Thoreau has used the plurals
“ail” and “have” as it was done by
many in his time in such con-
texts).

Attempts to reform the world
invariably lead to struggles with
status quoists. Besides, social
tensions and conflicts will
increase following rising ocean
levels, caused by gfobal warming,
submerging coastal areas. Inward
migration of people from these
regions would trigger clashes
over land and resources in the
interior areas. The same factors
will also be in operation in other
areas to which people may escape
from regions made uninhabitable
by temperatures rising too high
to support life.

One can, of course, argue that
people would be kind to global
warming refugees, realising that
they may have to leave their
homes someday for the same
reason. But then, kindness is not
what a person encounters fre-
quently in life; it is the same with
gratitude, the lack of which
weighed heavily on the Bard of
Avon. “Ingratitude,” he lamented
in King Lear, “thou marble-
hearted fiend...” He bewailed in
As You Like It, “Blow, blow, thou
winter wind, / Thou art not so
unkind/As man's ingratitude

And he says in Twelfth Night, 1
hate ingratitude more in a man/
Than lying, vainness, babbling,
drunkenness,/ Or any taint of vice
whose strong corruption/
Inhabits our frail blood”
Character attributes like prone-
ness towards gratitude are root-
ed deep inside one’s DNA and are
modified by the environment as
one grows up. Seasonal changes
can impact their intensity, as
discomfort caused by extreme
heat or cold can put one's temper
on a short leash.

On the other hand, as Anton
Chekhov put it, “People don't
notice whether it's winter or
summer when they're happy”
This brings us hacL to our start-
ing point—northern India’s butt-
freezing, breath-choking winter.
Can one be happy in its midst?
The answer will be in the affirma-
tive, as the news of a progeny
scaling new heights at work or
being gifted with a baby, will
warm the cockles of one’s heart.
This, however, is most likely to be
a passmﬁ phase, overwhelmed,
sooner than later, by the many
worries and sadnesses that quo-
tidian existence brings and that,
again, are ephemeral.

‘The more relevant question will
be whether one can survive
northern India’s winter and for
how long. The transition to the
hereafter caused by pollution
stalks one silently but lethally.
The final truth in life is mortal-

ity.

A)ll this has been said before, and
will be said again, as one will hear
the much-quoted proverb, “What
can't be cured must be endured.”
It has joined the ranks of vener-
able cliches blessed with eternal

life.
(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal)

Cultural heritage tourism: A path to sustainable growth and mutual understanding

Respecting the balance between tourism and heritage enables a mutually beneficial relationship that supports communities, preserves cultural identity and promotes global harmony

ultural tourism, as
‘ defined in the 22nd ses-

sion of the UN Tourism
General Assembly in 2017, is
an activity where a visitor’s pri-
mary motivation is to learn,
discover, experience, and
engage with IKL‘ tangible and
intangible cultural attractions
and products of a destination.
These motivations shape the
agendas of both the visitor and
the tour guide at cultural her-
itage destinations, hridgmﬁ
the gap between the historic:
and the contemporary.
The Evolution of Cultural
Heritage and Tourism
Cultural heritage has under-
gonea significant shift in per-
ception, moving from an
archaeological focus to the
concept of “living heritage” and
its reuse. Similarly, tourism has
evolved from being largely

centered on pilgrimage to a
multifaceted industry encom-
passing learning, entertain-
ment, experiences, and relax-
ation. This transformation has
elevated tourism as a catalyst
for inclusive economic growth
and job creation across diverse
sectors, such as hospitality,
transportation, and entertain-
ment. The industry’s ripple
effect benefits individuals and
communities alike, engaging
local businesses, transport
operators, craftspeople, tourist
guides, and the hospitality
industry in a symbiotic rela-
tionship.

For these benefits to be fully
realised, collaboration among
stakeholders is essential. They
must work collectively to offer
authentic and meaningful
experiences that resonate with
travelers while preserving the

SUKHDEV SINGH

integrity of cultural sites.
Cultural Heritage as a Driver
of Tourism

A rapidly growing segment
within the tourism industry is
cultural heritage, which
encompasses natural and
architectural sites, traditional

crafts, cultural events, perfor-
mances, and intangible knowl-
edge. Recognised as both a

commeaodity and an experience,
cultural heritage attracts mar-

ket players, planners, and gov-
ernments aiming to expand
the scope of tourism. It pro-
motes inclusive growth, inter-
cultural exchange and mutu-
al understanding.

The relationship between
tourism and cultural heritage
is built on mutuality. While
cultural heritage serves as a key
attraction for tourism, the lat-
ter provides the financial and
structural support required
for its preservation and pro-
motion.

Navigating Contradictions
Tourism operates on the prin-
ciple of profit and economic
growth, while cultural heritage
centers on identity and inher-
itance. These differing founda-
tions can create contradic-
tions. For the tourism indus-
try, cultural heritage is often
commodified, whereas for her-

itage conservation, tourism
acts as a feeder for sustainabil-
ity. While these sectors can
support one another to an
extent, unchecked tourism
practices can Jead to significant
challenges, including over-
crowding, environmental and
degradation.

To mitigate these issues, regu-
lated practices in cultural her-
itage tourism must prioritise
the symbiotic relationship

between factors influencing
tourist experiences and those

loging and storytelling, direct-
ly benefit from tourism rev-

fostering cultural und d
ing. Tour operators and
tourists must respect the sanc-
tity and protocols of cultural
heritage sites. Travelers should
be encouraged to appreciate
local customs without over-
sl;}:rmg boundaries, ensuring
a balance between immersion
and respect. Sustainable cultur-
al heritage tourism, thus,
becomes a pathway to foster-
ing “culture for peace”
Economic and Cultural
Benefits of Heritage Tourism
Cultural heritage tourism cre-
ates opportunities for income
generation and employment.
This is achieved by maintain-
ing and showcasing hcmaﬁc
structures, sites, and prod-
ucts. Preservation and man-
agement efforts, such as cata-

enue. § ly, the
broader economic ecosystem,
including hospitality, trans-
rtation, and entertainment,
tlourishes through increased
visitor engagement.
However, cultural heritage is

Challenges of Cultural
Heritage Tourism

While tourism can elevate the
value of cultural heritage, it
also introduces challenges.
Overcrowding, environmental
degradation, and disruptions
10 the local population's way of
life are common issues.

bl ibl

4R

far more than a 0
erating commodity. It serves as
arepository of customs, values,

artifacts, connecting com-
munities to their past and
reinforcing their identities.
Tourism, when ibl

Tourism

To maintain a harmonious
balance between tourism and
cultural heritage, sustainable
practices are essential. These
include g visitor num-

managed, can amplif}'/ the sig-
nificance of heritage sites by
fostering research, introducing
new narratives, and raising
awareness. Reinvestment of
economic returns into preser-
vation ensures the longevity
and authenticity of cultural
heritage.

bers, promoting eco-friendly
initiatives, and ensuring that
tourism revenue is reinvested
into preservation efforts.
(The writer is retired profes-
sor of Guru Nanak Dev
University Amritsar and Vice-
“hairman, INTACH;
views are personal)
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Constitution India’s moral
compass as Republic is 75

he Indban Republic, soon to cobobrate in a grand way its 76th Republic Day,
s alive and kicking, Reports of its demise have boon vullvmwnur atedl,
‘The duy the Constitution of India came into effect on January 26, 1950
on the repeal of the colontal era Government of India Act of 185 — the
nation shed its llmllh ke and went forth bravely into o new wurld A8 1 Bover-
olgn, democratic Republic and is now the world's most democracy,
The parade of culture, mllllury e, economie clout and India's dlvmny wtll
have an extra zing o it Sunday whm lhc cavileade wends its way down the
toric Kartavya I For, remarkabl; dnplusl 0 strosses and st wal(he
m«llnmnmm-mu«nurdunm m« Indlan Republic and its
hnvn held up well

C vl

Itis l:um political t o around with a ¢ of the Constitution
in thelr hand or challenges that the historic document
faced in ity it lfilling a noed to keep up with the times and despite the
misuse of some of its
has stood up to well, There |s
(‘mmﬂm of the Indlan ﬂmbllc I8 under threat, Including from the saffroni
sation of politics; after all, it did survive the time when its Article 355 was fro-

ey Bayond the C nd its hallowed place

onstitution and its in
Itis the economic  modern Indian huunry, it lnmvuxuwmlc(rrww

ment over the fow decades, say since 1901, as

lndh transitioned from an agrarian economy o
become the workd's fifth largest economy with a
mdulllrl.-l nn\g vibrant w\{nkv l‘n:,zcmr that has

a t

transitioned o
agrarlan country to the t for India

itre that netas
Whatever be

musuceﬂ
PARTY
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‘Drill, baby, drill’, declares

WE WILL BE
JoBLESS... MR TRUMP 1&
APPOINTING BUSINESSMEN TO

HEAD ALL KEY POSTL

LETTERS

SAY NO TO FAST FOOD

ing of
world's fifth largest many of the world's top economic and military . In recent years, the prolifera-
with powers.
m“ mn'mm 1t is apain mmrk.lhlmhnl the Constifution has not aml O Ore tion of fast food chains has
been by the polarisation of the Indian rnllly‘ brought to light negative con-
soctor, that has  ynich represents o fractured base of voters torn sequences of excessive
brought for India a  between 4 swing to the right from enrlier sockalist Republic Day has thundered on the first day 3
higher place... Moorings which, I\nnwr may have bocome less been 80 of his second term. And  rellance on ultraprocessed
relevant with the times, OF course, 1t Is not i great the five million Indians In  foods, Who would have
£ thy y that as many peaple should require to be l America shuddered at the . >
iven subsidised wubsstenco food grains. rest of India feels longterm implications of thought that modern children
The lruqualmn mym-wn\?m-ndmutmm-nm with India’s kind of excluded. ""'&”"n‘}'w?’a”:";.:f opted  would fall prey to lifestyle dis-
ross, aut of ¢ C mme: oacne ¢ ade)
the fact that Unpmrhwp'-dunll) ot pnumr Andy« me(‘mmmnmn s sus- m’. T‘l Watching It live on diately withdrow (again) eases on account of sedentary
tained its fostoring Justios, If not from the Paris climate |IVIng and consuming fast
uummuhlllr In economic tery takes away from the agreomen Baviron-  food? India is a land of festi-
Who w have belleved whmlhn()mllm( Assembly met over noarly three grandeur of mentalists the world over als with kheer, gulablamun
yoars mmmm(‘mnn\mon um malcdnnlum,llmumt.ln tradithons nd %0... on o nary leaders with an ambl- occasion, which Is are venting He signalled vais w 0¢r, guiabjamui
would sport an ability i unit rhm anather Mngub tloun vision for the nation, ooy lar, that one his um]:um and halwa eaten with enthusi-
will be challenges to this ideal state, mny!;euvm in the One Natlon One lie Day. As Ind- it would not have grown spectacular. nlu&ann “drill, baby, asm. Their occasional con-
copt and in the thrusting of Hindi as a woeking language across the nation, fa  celebrates Into what it i today: an drill" —was now US gov  © - .
The beauty is Indin has survived everything and move; standing up to chal A im Bha-  event every Indlan can be ernment pnllcy. umld - sumption over decades did
ben including that of the Eme foolishly in challenging the rat, Virasat aur Vlh: rightfully proud of — it's stoal the Hme-  “natior not cause health Issues. But
Ly of the Constitution,  bo where It Is with an ation to do even better (Golden Indin: Logacy and  our day to show off llm Mehnln Tl'ump llul hoy le‘l'ok . §
n lnm education and public health, Through all these years, the Indlan vess), it's time to cheer  Wo've ot It and we love £ b there s a basic difference bet-
Constitution has been India's mornl compass. ourselves and thl m m;um .:tgr . m ()nﬂl;' d:'l:’ nmu uumlx Allmkmm mnwhllm :‘nll ween food made from natural
it our republic, wi umounlnt thcally rumumuly cane bs - i b
s now 75 years old lenders a thing or E:crlhud a8 “a custom  ously debated across draw- ingredients and their industri
Prabowo  Sublanto, the 0 about lmmolﬂuum peony cashmere cont with  ing rooms, with selfstyled,  ally processed counterparts.
Prosident aof Indonesin, his Aumboyuntly — and to carf wrap and cumnlc -upcr lmnrum forensic
" been invited as chied guest m with nloeties. The buzz  menting tes-length dresy’ tbcwn alfor- Vljay slﬂﬂh Adhikari
9 ? a shrowd, diplomatic 0 Delhi was that the Some, less imaginative |s- :{rﬂ (3) lons on Nainital
l wor ee mmp S t reats, move that smoothly takes  Donald  himself  would  crities called it "tmbhlu “what REALLY happened”
the edge off a fow prickly,  show up as the “surprise” ink”. Never ming that  dramatic  night.
unresolved issues we have  chief guost W )\pmxd Lad mumnl Fortunately, the actor Is SAVING CHINAR

hreatoning the global business leaders to either shift thelr manufac-

Us President Donald Trump's speech at the World Economie Forum,
1l
turing to the United States or face st tariffy, dhplayl America’s crude

strugiled with in the past.
This will be his first visit to

i Dy prnd e off
y of
I:“ b Inanguration hoopla,

oy

safely  recuperati at
home after the viclous

H‘BWMWMIM

economic muscle power. His warning s based on tl ﬂ}m-umwlnn that mr India after nssuming office Hul \wmll we cold  to comments Ilh “Is she  knife attack, which the Jummn and Kashmir government
porations make buulmndnclnlnn-mchnnmnuur manufisctur in 2004, In a major break. ored by mc 'Dnh auditioning for a tooth-  police clalm was perpotrat- I?hnuh I unlqut mnmm d n
wice facilitios based on emotions. Mr Trump, who himself s a su l through, this year will bo a Nuu"‘ Pay kyon, paste commercial”™ Ouuh' ed by a random mmul nme, target:
nessman, knows that capitalism survives on profit maximisation by upﬂmh citizenfriendly Republic  Indin ka kasoor ky- qu’ Apart from these two b Bangladeshi man, Really?  fng the conserv: mm lhu iconic Chinar
n, Day parade with a moblle  Apparently, Subrahman e women, [va A man with nmhhwlolnw troes, which are vital to the reglon's cul-
Under this model, Amerd have Jow-level app and the Rashtraparv  yam Jaishankar had been mp's olive groen beret  since be bs an Ulegal mmi- tural and  ecologieal hmlm*llw\d
manufacturing to other countries which can offer chmp labour. The average Portal for ticket booking, ot work for two long  made her resemble an ov- ml n’:g«hn home  urbanisatian poses threats
monthly wage in the US Is §6,677 (€4,88,222), which is nearly 25 times higher -uun and parking info, manths, trying to score an  erworked Marine or Prince ml boss, We are advanced
than Indu . nvm'nm manthly wage of $212 (€20,000). If Mr Trump wants to hc Day has dvmg: invite for Minister  Harry on combat duty in h&v into the  Interventions for their survival. Under
deny co wlm o an Indlan product, he has to lwx, Import dus tric, Modi, insists the Delhl  Afghanistan — but that's a lhmr&u that Mohammed  this initiative, Chinar trees are being
2,500 pl:r cml Similarly, the average uhry in Ching is four times Jess n-al nl Indlu foels kind of  gragevine. “Aln't happen-  personal view, slam  Shehzad and embedded with QR codes
that lnmulJB Indonesia 20 times less, eastern Europe and Brazil 11 times Iau excluded. Watching it lve  ing bro”, he was tokd. The real rule-breaker was Vanull -nmtnr desperado  that capture detalled  information
hard facts of the business show that America has lost mmpqm\m on tedevision y ’{(;m or fulse? Only the  the outr Prosident happened to wander  Including eal location, health
udv-nl.uw m other develo .:Inu nutions, Until imports are banned, Mr'hu away from the grandenr of - MEA folls know for sure. — himself, who went right ah. lmn o star’s luxury home,  stats, nn growth patterns,  This
connot mak ing by merely the oocaskon, which by any  Khair, the world watched  oad and slamimed, trash after crawling through an  approach allows conservationists w
s, His lhmll coukd make his -uwnner base happy but cannot drmlcully description or standaxd Is  as the most powerful man  former Presidents without  open bathroom window. If  address p.umm rinks effoctively while
alter the economic lan ctacular. Irate it on earth was given the mlnrmwum Joo B you insist, Mr Com-  creating ive Chinar tree
Since its inception, Amer uucnpmd its succoss benefiting from slaves and as one of the most royal snub — by none other  den, Clinton and Ba-  missloner. Only I you dnuhnn A ximately 20,000 troes
indentured labour, consisting mainly of American natives or Africans, When slve purndes on earth, com- (hln his  wife, leicle  rack Obama were seated  Insist. At the moment, no- h.vunpemsr:mmmvd.
the native labour cost shot up, the United States used cheaper labour from bining so many diverse ele- lania, The First Lady  just five foet awa: -nd hnd thing adds up. Our Mum R. Stvakumar
Astan countries to fuel lnommm{ ments, without disturbing dellharnmlv chose a hat to smile t bal cops are bloody Chennal
America is also m)wm* unparallelod sdvantage of having its Jocal curren- mm or scade. From  (called a “boater” — yes, it sults boing hurled at lhrm Oversmart! Some of them
cy belng used s the global reserve currency, If it enjoys disproportionate ben- | foats to the dra- & what the gondoliers tn from the presidential podi- — would make award-win-
efits, 1t s but natural to share the disproportionate cost dlmruna this lymrn matic flypast, to say noth-  Venice wean), witharimso  um. Rough, rude and  ning script writers of who- VIP CULTURE?
running. The optics of Mr ’l‘rump Illﬁ"l‘a hundreds of executive Ing of our marching Army  wide, the newlyminted  crude, Trump told the Am-  dunits. Remember.., Shri
l(;ﬂtmt {mm| ts, could s supporters happy, but they will rnmv (one of the smartest, most  President couldn’t got past — erlcan people: “These guys  Devendra Fadnavis, our  RECENT REPORTS on the very
the workd to switeh to & new urﬂn' vallant in the world), it Is  the barricade to t the  screwed you.. they are dynamic chief minkster, smooth clalm -mlumm by the insur
one mammoth sized « presidential kiss on his  corrupt..” in almost as  had proudly declared that mmrn the Bollywood star
tacke we have muuuz.l‘;) wite's cheok. |foar for her  many words, Un, N “Mumbal s one of the  Salf Al Khan raised doubts in the
Justright — nevermind  hat  designer  (celeb  tod “Nobody goes in for the — safest mega cities in Indla”  minds of consumers as to whether
many different gov-  milliner Eric Javits), who kil during an inaugueal  right after the attack. We  there ls an exclusive service standard
omments have run the  must have been compliclt  address — but Trump did  totally belleve you, Sirji.,  for the VIPs when the ordinary insur-
show over seven . in this mighty act of rebel Ju-t lhll" sald an m After your assurance about —— em wre subject tu 0 mmy Lestions
Thanks to the vision of our  Llon the ‘what a safe city we are for-  during/post alhm
THE ASIAN AGE original leaders, the Rop-  Melania, who looked Like the Piers Morgan M tunate enough to live in, | ordinary ones dl aul luprunnt nl
e LT ublic Day parade that was  she was dressed for the Maybe lhe trio had it have also started leaving  GST on thelr health insurance policles
first hold in New Delhi on  Derby or s military parade. my bathroom window open  nelther the insurance firms nor the
Kavssiin Mrom X Sninin January 25, 1950, had Indo- the New York: , he who has the  at night. Who lmows, there ormment has been In support of
- e & Pk neska's President Sukarmno  based designer, replaced  mic, Mllhr power. Suck it may be a  random during the crisls. The common
Do Akl A i a8 Prosident  Rajendra Lauren for the st up, guys! The world has  Bangladeshi in the com-  man at this juncture would umv:lwla
st et N bt Voo o 110 D Ehapd Ly Mang, New D0l 110002 unme Prasad’s chief guest (we  Lady's second insugural bnn ised 4 “revolu- und, looking for o clean  equality in service from the nsura
D) ZA 1 have come full circle In  outing. the lon common sense” by oo to pee. Be my guest... firms ahﬂ with the FM's mo(herl{
Puldiuond md Peivind on bubulfof and e 2025). Had this magnifi.  police are whing, ’nblhnnld Hﬂ I.m'l wnl touch to reduce the premium of heal
o obdbngs Limiked. drwbarkd Nebers Ndboral Youdh Coni, 210 Dven Duel Upodiyny Mary Nese cent, coromonial tradition  Butitwasourdiminutive g a moment. Ins b ingurances
O T T ek, L, It 40 not been introduced 76  Telugu beauty, Second 1o citizenshi ll Mnh mr @Shobhaale; K::mm» adi
[T years ago, by extraord lAdv Usha Vance, who kids of H1H holders, he die G DeShobhan Chennal

Farrukh onen ifned bo tose thit thess teviorie, o vial electedd to the presidency of the US, The 80.plus

million voters who put him there d the
ulent

Dhondy become vassal states of his . He told — fixct that his conviction arose from his nmnmwmmmmu
J reparters that China, he'd , wis controlled  accounting for hush maney he pald to o parn star — he thought he hadn't anything against the
Cabbages & by the Chinese, and he would not be tolerant of  for adulterous sex with her, Nor do these support- — law. She persisted with the same a fow
ge any such threat from a rival nmhhln'hhn bothered that he bs & times, Answer came theee none,
Klll S leullnmnunhh .ﬂhdoutho mulr a demented advocate of — Another rioter, pardoned by Trump, refused to
g barder with Bangladesh and the armed g o Cwu-l.l among many  accept the pardon, saying that she was of
forces to seal it He vowed o deport all Muslims absurditios..., rioting and she felt douply regrotful of the
who lived as dependent Joeches in his glortous  The serious changes he which were nmwu-wm-\nmwm
deviates Buddhist country and to send his military farces when he was elected, arose inciting  wounded of the rioters, two of wham died
And perhaps timedess hoaven is hell?" (#ic) to drive any remaining Rohingya from the  the riot of January 6 2021, when his crazy and vio- the riot and ane polioe officer who ool
sacrod soll of Mysnmar. Tont mnuduusc-mlmm: after being in the riot and died
T e’h'um n . - From Ghazal Guzzlers, by Bachchoo m-mmummmmd the thon of Joe Biden ns Presidentelect, it
wamen which brought establish:  The rioters attacked and severnl The cry of the Trumpists is MAGA. Do they
nmmammmwd» ment of the woman Aung San Suu officers defending the US Cay from the L mean Make America Ga-Ga Again?
Wh tl th klnd trictod by some ceremonial in the Unites mdmauﬂmmmum:mw who denounced and th 10 attack vice  Which greatness do they aim to restore? That of
a S e mdm&o-lﬂn-d'm dictatorial order and women ma 10 woar prosident Mike Pence. ml.mmoru-mnmmwmng
may have missod the world-shattering  sart of modest cover as in the I kg, .. After the riot, more than 1,500 of these wouldbe — Twain, Melville, Hom . Woody Guthrbe,
, () nows of the swearing in of the Myanmar military anhm.m.mn&ndy hul:ummﬁdmmhm Scott Mﬂm“ %
0 amess M_A dictator Donang Ald Trump ti. for the military I&llnuym.hmm ous offences, the most serlous of which wore  Fitzgerald. yn Monroe, Alfred ¥
This dynamic ceremony was attended maknly by the other front, the with o full four per cent  assaults on the police, trespass, invasion of  The Platters, Saul Bellow, James Baldwin, Bob
wocurity guards and several shrouded of of the world's populati didd eloct Prosident  Congress, threatening behaviour and assaults on Arethi Franklin, Diana Ross, Eisenbower,
? Dnn(nmh—ﬁuudhhmmu Donald Blow-Your-Own , Twothirds of  Congrossmen. Toni , Splelbery, Scorsese — OK —
Opes 0O restores digplays s warings o wouli o i eligible voters n the US asta ballot Of  On the day of his inauguration, Trumpolene , John F, Frankiin D and Sinatrn —
dictator-in-perpetuity immediately bssued m-: imately 160 million, move thun half dgammmmmm“z in the folds of art, palithes, war, music,
soveral.,. err... dictates? The Bay of Bengal would — vots him in several states which then, 1600 criminals. One of them, who had been Jozz, Alm, literature — that influenced the world
mummwdm China to mmmmmdum ‘wenring o multicoloured fuoe and o homed head- — and made America known if not “Gromt™?
uu!h,Aumlh 1o the south and India to the  votes, propelled Donald Trump to the plece on the day of the riot, appeared on BEC TV Or was 1t Jim Crow (one of the foundens of the
;anmm,-ndm House. an the dhunhuuhhwmﬁ#hm Ku Klux Klan), John Wilkes Booth ar even
he'd use mears and military For the first time, & convicted criminal has boen — and he 't have his horns as be faced the cam-  Hannibal Lecter?... um. Donald Tramp???
o o o0 o o0 o ~ o0 o
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US begins deportations: how many Indians could be impacted?

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

UNITED STATES authorities arrested 538 im-

non-citizen from the US for viokating immi-
gration law, The US may detain and deport

moval process, created by the [llegal
Immigration Reform and Immigrant

are a threat to public safety; or violate their
visa. Tht foreign lunonalb may be held ina

Act of 1996, permits the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to
summarily remove aliens arriving at a des-

if retuned to a particular country, is enti-
tled to administrative review of that claim
before being removed,

Asylum is the only form of relief that
gives such a non-citizen a permanent legal

1A0 also operates special high-risk char-
ter flights
non-citizens subject to final mdus of re-
moval to locations This may in-

removal order, Another 2,647 are in deten-
tion under ICE's Enforcement and Removal
Operations (ERO), according to ICE's 2024 an-

clude non-citizens who have failed to com-

In recent years, there has been a “steady
increase” in deportations of undocumented

assistant secretary for border and’Tmmi:x:

tion policy at the DHS, had told The Indian
last year.

The ICE report said Honduras, Mexico,

Guatemala and El Salvador remain the top

migrants and Just days trialor ignated US port of entry (arriving aliens)  foothold in the US, A non-citizen, classified  ply with final orders of removal, security
after President Donald Tn is The US without further hearing or re- as an “alien”, who shows a  risks, or other risk factors, lADhaamullZ
press secretary said on I.lleThunday (INA) sets forth an upedned removal"  view if they are inadmissible”. credible fear of is  aircraftat

Inapost on X, Karoline Leavitt said, “The  process for certain foreign nationals who Many of the Indian nation- placed in formal removal pro-  Texas, Louisiana, and Florida.
Trump Administration arrested 538 illegal have recently U als facing i depuﬂa- GLOBAL ctedmgs rather than expe-
immigrant criminals” and “hundreds” were  inspection, i dited removal, What is the
deported. She added, “The Expedited removal may happenwhena ¢ Mnild'lhem Indians in the US?

istory is well " non-cl proper  have been apprehended either at a dl.'ll'- of The Ty onde-
Here's how the mnnfdemmmn s travel documents; uses forged travel docu-  nated port of entry or near the international Before the deportation is carried out,  portation can affect more than 20,000 “un-

carried out by the US, whether a deportee
can appeal against deportation, who bears
the expenses of deportation, and the status
of "undocumented” Indian immigrants in
the United States,

ments; or does not comply with their visaor
other entry document requirements.
According to a document by the
Congressional Research Service on
" ted Removal of Aliens”, “non-US na-
tionals (aliens) who do not meet require-

States work?

ments their entry or
presence in the US may be subject to re-
moval," It further says, “The expedited re-

DALV} HEALTH

ADULTS DIAGNOSED WITHADHD HAVE
SHORTER LIFE EXPECTANCY STUDY

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

ADULTS DIAGNOSED with attention deficit
hy;zrmMIyer(ADl'D)mw
die earfier than those without a diagnosis
of ADHD, according to a new study in the
United Kingdom. While men with ADHD
die roughly seven years younger, women
with ADHD live an average of about nine
years less, the analysis said.

The study, 'Life expectancy and years
of life lost for adults with diagnosed
ADHD in the UK', was published in the
British Journal of Psychiatry on Thursday,
It was carried out by a team of eight UK-

A

‘o-
N

Men with ADHD died seven years
younger, the UK study showed.

and mental bealth and might face prob-
e et s 9

based researchers.

Stott told The Guardian, ‘W:I:mm;

border when trying to enter, or shortly after
entering the US,

Cana person appeal against
deportation?

According to the rules, a non-citizen
classified as “alien” otherwise subject to ex-
pedited removal who expresses an intent
to apply for asylum or a fear of persecution

one can leave the US at their own
This is known as volunury drpartuu-
However, the U d Customs

documented” Indians, as of November 2024,
These Indians are either facing a “final re-

Enforcement (ICE) Air Operations (1AD) —
ICE's primary air transportation division —
i he transfer and non-

they must leave
the country or face legal consequences, in-
dudm] potential detention and barriers to

citizens via commercial airfines and char-
tered flights in support of ICE field offices
and DHS initiatives,

y)orare currently in detention
centres of the ICE,

Of these, 17,940 “undocumented"” Indians
are not in detention and are under the final

where citizens are deported or
repatriated from the US. However, India fig-
ures above China and almaost equals Brazil,

In 2019, around 1,616 Indians were de-
ported, which increased to 2,312 in 2020, In
the post-Covid years of 2021, 2022, and 2023,
the numbers were significantly lower — 292,
276 and 370 respectively. But the number
rose to 1,529 last year.

In comparison, 517 Chinese and 1,859
Brazilians were deported in 2024,

Trump 2.0 and Iran

Situation in the Middle East has changed significantly since the last time Donald Trump was in the White
House. The drivers of the Arab-Iranian relationship are different, and there is now scope for engagement
between Tehran and Washington. But there are many moving parts in the region’s complex geopolitics

EXPERT
EXPLAINS

BASHIR ALI ABBAS

AS THE second Trump administration con-
solidates itself, Arab media has found the
President’s Middle East appointees a “con-
fusi Floyalists™, I

ADHD s adevelopmental disorderthat  that people with ADHD have higher sui-
jonand  cide rates, They are also DiMino, the new Deputy Assistant Secretary
problems with impulsiveness. It is com-  more likely to engage in risky behaviours of Defense for the Middle East who is vocally
monly diagnosed in childhood and often  like smoking, drinking and actually binge opposed to war with lran and advocates a
persists into adulthood, Although esti-  eating probably as well." diplomatic approach in the region.
matesvary, studies have suggested that 3- The findings are in line with another Trump's other picks such as Marco Rubio
4% of adults worldwide have ADHD. significant study, which was published in for Secretary of State and Mike Waltz for
Sage Journals in 2019, it revealed that chil- Advisor are known hawks
? dren with ADHD who were followed into on fran, (The nominee for Secretary of Defense
Forthe stucly, the researchers examined horter life )
primary care data for more than 30,000  about 84 years. The study also found that Besides the (now paused) war in Gaza,

mit in Riyadh, MBS warned Israel against at-
tacking Iran. Arabofficials expect that Trump
alities in the Middle East. The Saudi Foreign
Minister this week said he did not believe the
US would encourage war with Iran,

Weighing engagement
The ceasefire in Gaza has created condi-

tions for

and the US, The Trumpadministration is push-
ebanon as perthe

schedule. Iy

Israel Defence Forces the extension that the

. The qutstlun is how Tehran md

neither party having tolose lxﬂ bcfovt mﬂr

wpm Israel, and haduldued the first
sgyx!ﬂcanl di!trl attack on Iran's extra-ter-

Maj Gen Qassem Soleimani in Iraq in 2020,
g 3 s i

resented still exists,

adults diagnosed with ADHD in the UK. “the biggest predictors of shorter life ex- how to deal with Iran will be the most proeni- President Donald Trump in Riyadh in Whether "maximum pressure” returns
T i i % ADHD! nent question for US Middle East policy in May 2017, The New York Tines, (left) Iran's will be also subject to the consideration of
300,000 participants without ADHD, who  including lower incomes, fewer years of Trump 2,0. How has the region changed Vice President for Strategic Affairs how new sanctions on Iran might affect
were matched by age, sex, and primary  edv since Trump was last in the Oval Office (2017- Javad Zarif in Davos on January 22, A0 global energy markets, which are already
care prmke according toa report by shorter sleep duration,.. poorer nutrition 21), and what factors could determine the B Sl el =
Radio, an American public  and risky driving." the NPR said, alignment or divergence between Tehran son why the Biden admlnmunondld not
broadcasting organisation, n\e researchers of the 2019 study and Washington now? Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) de-  strictly
“The d d outthat most of clared there would be no di with lran, tions on Iran,
to model what the death rate would be  related to impulsivity, which is treatable. Iran and Trump 2.0 and then Foreign Minister Adel al-Jubeir ac- At a press conference in New York in
for adults with ADHD across the lifespan The latest analysis also raised the con- Iran's situation has evolved significantly cused Tehra i g iber 2024, thy
of the population,” the report said. cemns around under-diagnosis of ADHD as since Trump 1.0. The anti-Israel ‘Axis of the sovercignty of Irag, Syria, and Lebanon,  appeared to make an overture to lran: “We
it noted that only 0.32% of adults in the espe-  not be seen as being weak. The ted blockade of Qatar by the  have to make a deal [with Iran| because the
of the study study had a diagnosis, This was around one mlhjownhe past year, But Tthrmhatuln- Itisevident that Tehran i sig-  Arabl during 2017-21 i are i We have to
The stuc, fanhhun!ulxswnhdug— innine of the likely true number of people nals from evenas it pupam by Qatar's: warmtieswithlan,  makeadeal”
nosed ADHD lived with AD} hased that sprang from the Smdl-lran fora return of mtTmmp 1.0policy of “max-  All of this dovetailed neatly with Trump's Trump's (and Iran's) dual perspectives
should. Although it was unlikely that  surveys, according to the researchers. nppmmmwmhdmtdbjcmmmml imum pressure”™ i " approach, thereisindeed pace
ADHD was a direct cause of the lower life Max Wiznitzer, a professor at Case Today, foran The potential
expectancies, there were a numberof  Western Reserve University (US), told Th 2018 decision to pull out of the lran nuclear  stability based on full of US troops from Irag, for

possible explanations for the findings,

NPR, ‘IlyommnheADHD llwumch

Joshua Stott, a senior author of the re-
searchand professor at University College
London (UK}, told The Guardian.

For instance, people with ADHD are

them the life sk

to work with the executive function dif-

ficulties so that they're modifiable, that

lessens l‘l‘w nfi al all the complications
.

worse physical
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try worsened under President Ebrahim Raisi
(2021-24), a conversative hardliner who at
the time of his death last May had been in
the race to succeed Ayatollah Ali Khamened
as Supreme Leader,

Undn President Masoud Pezeshkian,

deal was imposed on Trump by hawks such
as former NSA John Bolton and former US
Special Representative for lran Brian Hook.
Bolton, Hook, and Hook's former boss
Mike Pompeo, who was Secretary of State
from 2018-20, humb\mdaphmlnw
O

Catalysed by their opposition to Israel’s war

in Gaza, they have deepened their rap-

prochement with Iran, Riyadh and Tehran
dorine def

In November 2023, MBS declared that
“ties between Iran and Saudi Arabia are at a
historic

with the West to lift sanctions, wmle also

waming

That same month, the

second T
ModayuMDIMmuwommemnm
Pentagon’ oy

capabilities and projecting a position ol
strength through nuclear enrichment,

At the World Economic Forum in Davos
on January 22, Iran's Vice President for
Strategic Affairs Javad Zarif said he hoped
Trump's second term would see a more "ra-
tional” approach towards Iran to ensure re-
gional stability.

But in their staternents following Trump's
inauguration, both Zarif and lran's hardline
leaders have made it clear that they should

{,the secu-

of.

cxlranrdmary;mm‘mmmn of the Arab
leuue And Orpmnnon of Islamic

rity pull
I~

OIC) in Riyadh passed a reso-

hliated

viewed all the:

Chai nges in lhe region

actions in Gaza ageno-

cide, and called for a halt to the aggression.
The current situation in Syria, Lebanon

and Iraq has increased the Arab comfort for

il 2017, the

Ard: world's lelallnmhip with lran was cri-
sis-ridden.

In 2016, Saudi Arabia and Iran had broken

diplomatic ties over the execution of Sheikh

Nimr,a Saudi Shia cleric, In 2017, Saudi Crown

withlran — al
regime has collapsed, Hezbollah has lost its
senior leadership in Lebanon, and Iraq is
waorking to disarm Iran-backed groups or to
integrate them in the Iraqi armed forces,
Atthe November 2024 Arab-Islamic sum-

example, is in line with both Trump's anti-
war objectives and Tehran's goal of *ex-
pelling” "occupiers” from the region, lran's
desire for a reduced US military presence in
the Middle East aligns with Trump's larger
palitical phi

As Israel lobbies for a harsher US line
against Iran in return for accommodating
Trump's demands in Gaza and Lebanon, the
Arab states present their rapprochement
with [ran as the key variable for stability in
the region, which requires US support and
Israeli cooperation to be preserved,

The question is whether Trump will rec-
oncile with a changed Middle East, or
whether it will be the other way round.

Bashir Ali Abbas is a Senior Research
Associate at the Council for Strategic and
Defense Research, New Delhi

Why Bombay HC said use of Ioudspeakers is not essential to rellglon

decibel limits and

hibited hours,

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI JANUARY 24
Law on noise pollution
INO ONE can clai gt to pi Under The Noise Pollution (Regulation
wc;mnl)m.zooo noise levels in res-
wusea y  idential areas the day must not ex-
MlthnunrclmehuMly ceed 55 decibels and, at night, 45 decibels.
The useof lowdspeakers and publicad-  Section 38 of the Mahasashtra Police Act
dress systems (PAS) cannot be d dan sound, or noise,
essential religious practice and to rescind, modify, or al-

that ought to be
Law, the court said,

The Bench of Justices Ajey
S Gadkari and Shyam C
Chandak prescribed a graded penalty sys-

filed by citizens,
‘The HCwas hearinga writ petition fled

ter the permission to use
lou

15,
In their affidavit of
November 2023, the police

in the Kurla area were 79.4 and 98.7 deci-
bels. The HC observed that in case several
religious places in the vicinity were using

;\’Abulban Nehru Nagar, Kurla (East) and
Chunabhatti areas aﬂ:ﬂ the use of loud-

of all loudspeakers| voice amplifiers in use

aupamm!ar nt of time — and not the
bp:‘mmuehmadﬁorls

The court has suggested automatic
calibration of sound output, Archive

has

decibels — should be considered.

Directions by HC

Since the petitioners had pleaded that
the police were not taking action on their
complaints, the court issued directions to
the government and police on how to deal

trusts m' and they mustbe  could not right
P of stri further vi- thrAﬂldeZ!(lm&rnduMm)md
fi by olations, i vi tinue,  Article 19(1)( and ex-
the police to act without the police i and can the
complainant, “more so to avoid such com-  al for their ) ind The: SCjudg-
i " Hwill and devel ments and di
oping hatred", lna uwcnnw#n theHCon  not \nndhﬂwemlt)pnmﬁamluhn
WThe state should have an inbuilt mech- 14 sought to know what action the pmhblwdlheunuﬂ'nnulnum
anism to control decibel levels in loud- Wmmmmdulwnmmpmdm hoursin ial areas,
speakers and other sound-emitting gadg- were without The ruling said the state government
ets used at any religious place, One way to The. 18 could permit the use of loudspeakers be-
lween lowmndmldm;hl during cultural
auto-fixation” of the decibel Emitin these ~ Previous ruling
speakers, the court said, The HC ruling referred to the 2016 ver- mdaryuruwnnnlrmm

® The Mumbai Police Commissioner

dict in Dr Maohesh Vijay Bedekar v
hich had d o ot g

bel level measuring mobile application to
check for violations,

W The HC laid down a four-step
penalty system for the police to initiate,
While first time could be let off

plementation of the Noise Pollution
(Regulations and Control) Rules,

The 2016 ruling by the HC said that
places of worship could not escape being

afteracaution”, in case of

wviolations
fines must be imposed on the concerned

apapev‘lndlamxmm .. .

o for noise pollution, and that the
nlhnspuirn isnot an essential part
of any religion”, The use of loudspe:;

colleges, lmpiuls, religious places, and
tﬂlm are silence zones,

IR T

in dmt limits in closed premises for com-
ina

rooms,
during night hours, and in cases of public
emergency.




